
 

 

Today is August 19, 2016  
 

Dates 
Not to be repetitive, please check 
last week's Newsletter so you make 
sure to show up on time to all the 
important events of next week (like 
the SOE opening event at noon on 
Wednesday and convocation at 1:30 
on Friday, hint hint).  

 

Activate ID to 
print 
Students and faculty who have not 
yet activated IDs to print, please 
make sure to go to a printer to do 
that, ideally before your big print 
need arises. If you have trouble, 271-
3001 can assist.  

 

Plus/Minus 
Grading 
Dear Faculty:  
Beginning with the fall 2016 
semester, those instructors who elect 
to use the plus/minus grading system 
will have the ability to assign +/- 
grades (eg, A-, B+, C-, 
etc.).  (Currently, Drake University 
does not use + or – grades in its 
grading system, except for the Law 
School.)  
The change will begin for all courses 
offered in the fall 2016 semester and 
later.  Grades for courses offered in 
semesters prior to fall 2016 will not 
be affected.  This includes grades for 

New missed class 
policy  
RATIONALE  
Drake University sponsors intercollegiate athletic 
programs. Participants in these programs are 
bound to the same standard of academic 
excellence expected of all students. To ensure this 
standard, the University recruits and enrolls 
student-athletes who have the intellectual abilities 
necessary to succeed in the classroom. Since the 
pursuit of both academic and athletic excellence is 
a time-intensive activity, it is inevitable that student-
athletes will face conflicts between their class and 
athletic schedules. The purpose of this policy, in 
compliance with NCAA regulation 3.2.4.13 as 
stipulated below, is to set forth principles and 
procedures aimed at reducing conflicts, negotiating 
those that remain, and insuring both the integrity of 
the academic process as well as the just treatment 
of student-athletes.  
3.2.4.13  
Missed Class-Time Policies.  
Active members are obligated to establish policies 
in all sports concerning student-athletes' missed 
class time due to participation in intercollegiate 
athletics and in athletics competition scheduled 
during final examination periods.  In men's 
basketball, an institution's athletics participation 
schedule, which shall include the anticipated 
amount of missed class time due to athletics 
participation, shall be approved by the institution's 
faculty athletics representative or faculty oversight 
committee prior to the beginning of each regular 
academic term.  (Adopted: 4/29/10 effective 8/1/10)  
PRINCIPLES  

 1.In accord with NCAA and the Missouri 
Valley Conference regulations and with 
oversight of Intercollegiate Athletics 
Council (IAC), the athletics program will 
take every measure to minimize the 
number of classes student-athletes must 
miss due to athletic competition. 



undergraduate, graduate, and 
professional health care 
students.  The grading system for 
Law School students will not change.  
For more information, visit the +/- 
grading FAQ on the Student Records 
Office website at  
http://www.drake.edu/studentrecords/ 
gradesandgpa/plusminus/.  
Kevin Moenkhaus, M.S.  
Director, Office of Student Records 
and Academic Information  
www.drake.edu/studentrecords  
p: (515) 271-3902  
f: (515) 271-3977  

 

Haven alternative 
for Fall, 2016 
New graduate students will have an 
alternative to the Haven requirement 
that students completed in Fall, 2015 
regarding appropriate Sexual and 
Interpersonal Conduct. They will be 
emailed a qualitrics link which will 
take them to a survey that will be 
much less onerous and more 
appropriate to their status as 
graduate students than the Haven 
program. For reference, the link will 
also be available on the Campus Life 
Tab of BlueView. More info pending. 
New undergraduate students will 
complete the Haven requirement as 
they did last year (this will only apply 
to new students - existing students 
have already met the requirement).  

 

Title IX resources 
Take a few minutes to look at this 
resource regarding Sexual and 
Interpersonal Conduct at Drake, and 
then bookmark it for future reference. 
You never know when you or a 
student or colleague may need this 
info.  
http://www.drake.edu/titleix/   

 

 2.Athletic supervisors and coaches will 
take the academic calendar and schedule 
into consideration when scheduling athletic 
contests, practices and team meetings. 

 3.No student-athlete may absent 
him/herself from class to attend a practice 
session (NCAA Rule 17.1.6.6.1) 

 4.When an athletic competition takes place 
at Drake (i.e. a “home game”), student-
athletes are authorized to be absent from 
class beginning one hour before the start 
of scheduled preparation for the 
competition. This may include warm up 
sessions, working with trainers and team 
meals.  See missed class letter for details. 

 5.Authorized absences for official athletic 
competitions do not relieve student-
athletes of their class responsibilities. They 
are responsible for any material, 
assignments or activities covered during a 
missed class. 

 6.Student-athletes will not be penalized 
academically when they miss a class due 
to intercollegiate athletic competition. 
Faculty should indicate on the course 
syllabus, available to students on the first 
day of class, the dates of all major exams, 
due dates for paper or project 
submissions, and dates of field trips and 
other mandatory class-related activities.  

PROCEDURES  

 1.In the first week of class, preferably by 
the end of the first class, student-athletes 
must give each of their professors a copy 
of the ‘missed class letter’ issued by the 
Athletic department which details missed 
class dates and times for the student-
athlete. 

 2.In the first week of class, student-
athletes are responsible to review the 
syllabus, note potential conflicts, bring 
them to the attention of their professors 
and request reasonable accommodations 
in the event of missed quizzes, exams and 
assignments. 

 3.The faculty member will determine the 
accommodations, which shall neither 
penalize the student-athlete nor unfairly 
advantage him/her relative to other 
students. In the case of missed quizzes or 
exams, a faculty member may choose to 

https://t.e2ma.net/click/g2yfz/cvivtk/0pm9uj
https://t.e2ma.net/click/g2yfz/cvivtk/gin9uj
https://t.e2ma.net/click/g2yfz/cvivtk/wao9uj
http://www.drake.edu/titleix/


Adult Literacy 
Center volunteer 
profile 
 
Joyce Knock, a retired educator, is 
the author of two children’s books, “I 
am NOT dumb and I am NOT a 
stinky butt!” and “I am kinda shy and 
quiet. Is something wrong with me?” 
An active volunteer, she mentors an 
adult student in the Drake University 
Reading Program, serves as a relief 
manager at the Ronald McDonald 
House and assists in the library at 
the women’s prison in Mitchellville. 
She enjoys playing tennis, gardening 
and mastering duplicate bridge. 
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/ 
story/entertainment/2016/08/15/iowa-
pride-stories-des-moines-storytellers-
project/88759126/  

 

 

have the quiz or exam administered and 
proctored through academic resources or 
athletics administration at the host 
institution. 

 4.The process of establishing 
accommodations should be concluded by 
the deadline to drop courses each 
semester. If after sincere efforts to reach 
agreement, the number of missed classes 
projected would jeopardize the student-
athlete’s successful completion of the 
course, the faculty member may 
recommend that the student-athlete enroll 
in another course where fewer scheduling 
conflicts would occur. 

 5.If a student-athlete is advised to select 
another course, he/she may ask for 
assistance from their advisor or 
Associate/Assistant Dean. 

 6.In the event that there is a conflict 
between missed class dates and core 
academic activities which cannot be 
avoided or resolved, the student-athlete 
shall immediately contact the Assistant 
Athletic Director for Student-Athlete 
Success to ascertain course impact or 
NCAA eligibility and discuss the best 
course of action.  

 7.In the event that there are changes to the 
course schedule and/or requirements 
distributed during the first ten days of the 
course, faculty should work with student 
athletes to accommodate any unforeseen 
conflicts. 

 8.In the event that there are unforeseen 
changes to the athletics schedules after 
the travel letter has been given to faculty, 
student athletes will proactively contact 
faculty to address any conflicts or missed 
work and seek accommodations. 

Approved by:  Faculty Senate, May 2016 
Effective Date:  Fall 2016  

 

  

 

https://t.e2ma.net/click/g2yfz/cvivtk/c3o9uj
https://t.e2ma.net/click/g2yfz/cvivtk/svp9uj
https://t.e2ma.net/click/g2yfz/cvivtk/svp9uj
https://t.e2ma.net/click/g2yfz/cvivtk/svp9uj

