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After 

modern, eeient1f1c 

:~~ ' • '.l' i • . ' 

oade of euec 1 tul 

thode of · surinP. 

eratlon n a tional acale, 

blic o inion invaded the 

atat and loc territorlea about a.,.- n ye n • Since that time, 

abO \ ten stat loa 1 oll haT b f!n or th United 

Statea, indio tin , to a d gre , th t ro ch to blic 

opinion sure nt 1a 1dl7 find i ort t pl e in r1-

can journ 111 • 

So indication of t h win int st 1n atat local 

olla publiah n and ditora wa bro ht out clearly by the 

large attendanc at th eric Inatitut of Public Opinion'• con£ r-

ene on stat local lla D ~ r 2-6, 1946, at Princeton Uni-

.., raity. t irt7 editor• bliahen of n ap en fl'Oil 

ell art of t h nation att nd this conterenc to pin r intor-

tion bout at t nd loc 1 olla in t he eY nt t hey might w t to 

or ize auch a 11 in th ir ~articular localitiea. 

In add1t1 , The low P 11 • o 1Yeci nu eroua n u ate 

tor info tion abo t th o r tion of a atate poll . ~e1 th first 

stat oll •po or by a ai 1 n r, th 

he Iowa Poll hu f eed any of the probl in o erati 

:poll und r thil aetup and hN built up a bac lo of info Uon oon.­

eernin th e op ntiona . 

'1'h Iowa P0 ll ha 'b n a v 

in t rme of blic eerY1c , atat d t 1onal pr at 1 , and pro mot ion 

of vertie1 • 

Co. •1 t he p e of thie r ort, I hav drawn aolel7 

from th e ri nee• of 'l'h Iowa Poll and hav tried to aet d the 



benefit• d proble s of ll 1n the hop that eraons 1nt r-

ett in ttart1n etat or local poll 1 t ~e a cl rer plot r 

of what 11 ahead. 

r • not t to b of • 1 ntific ei iticanee, 

and 1 t e rt inl ba• not rned out to 'b that. '1'h t e of public 

o inion poll• adaqua ly by the ueatora 1n public 

o inion vho writt n !in booke on the 8tibJect. 1 hav ei 1y 

eet do in "nlain tal.k" the xn r1 • which ~e fac d Iowa Poll 

and I thi will b ben tical to oth ra 1n thie t1eld o! etat and local 

lla. 

here al'ft eev ral pereou ho be n in at J'Wil tal ln 

oll. ~e valuable asaiat c , particul lT the a ct1on about "el etion 

t rec ta•. 

I R i.t r and 'l'ribune Oo a117, 

which plae the t rial fro the files o! !'h Iowa Poll at rq die-

nosal. low oll offic staff waa of «r at help s v • Dr. o 

c. e1er. pro! eor of peyobolot:T at the State Un1vent1t7 o! lova and 

Glenn R. Boberta 
September lJ, 1947 
D • 1n •• low 
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64% of Iowans Would Ban 
St es in Certain Industries 

majority of Iowans (64 per cent) favor forbidding 
strikes in ch industries as telephone companies, electricity and 
gas, streetcars and railroads, THE IOWA POLL discloses. 

There Is little evidence that the re­
cent telephone strike influenced this 
feeling. At least, most Iowans who 
would forbid strikes in certain indus­
tries said they were of this opinion 
before the telephone tieup. 

Despite Iowans' strong attitude 
against strikes, almost half of them 
have paid no attention to labor legis-

lilll'l&i:l·i·l·l !l'•l'l lil'lll''il _,.,, ..... : ............. t.r ............ , ...................................... l_ 
lation enacted recently by the Iowa 
legislature. About one out of four 
approve of the labor laws passed. 
while about one out of eight disap­
prove. 

Feelings Divided. 
Iowans sympathize about equally 

with the telephone company and the 
workers. They also distribute the 
blame for the strike about equally 
among the telephone company, union 
leaders and workers. About half are 
undecided who is to blame for the 
strike. 

Field reporters for The I:owa Poll 
asked a representative cross section of 
Iowans the following question: 

uno you think congress should 
pass laws f.orbidding strikes in cer­
tain industries such as electricity 
and gas, railroads, st1·eetcars and 
telephone companies?" 

Total City Town Farm 
Yes ......... 47% 46% 51% 45% 
No .......... 24 so 19 18 
Forbid all 

strikes in all 
industries . . 17 14 18 22 

No opinion .. 12 10 12 15 

About nine out of ten of those who 
favor banning strikes in certain in­
dustries say they have always felt 
this way. About one out of ten say 
the telephone strike caused them to 
feel this way now. 

In June, 1946, better than 60 per 
cent of Iowans favored passing laws 
which would forbid strikes in indus­
tries vital to the public welfare. Tele­
phone industries, electric and gas, 
streetcars and railroads were among 
the industries in which Iowans ap­
proved outlawing strikes. 

The Iowa Legislature recently 
paseed numerous laws affecting labor 

activities. Iowans show their senti­
ments toward this legislation through 
the following: 

"Do you approve or disapprove 
of the labor laws passed by our 
Iowa Legislature, or haven't you 
paid enough attention to say?" 

Total City Town Farm 
Approve ..... 26% 81% 21% 24% 
Disapprove .. 18 19 10 6 
No attention 46 87 52 5S 
Undecided ... 15 lS 17 17 

Among Iowa labor union members 
interviewed, about six out of ten dis­
approve of the labor laws passed by 
the Iowa Legislature. About one out 
of ten approves of these laws. 

The large "no attention" group re­
ported in the above question is in line 
with large "no attention" results also 
recorded recently by The Minnesota 
Poll when it asked a question regard­
ing labor proposals in the U. S. Sen­
ate by Minnesota's own Senator Ban. 

Iowa's sympathy in the recent 
strike is shown through the following 
question: 

"In the telephone strike, which 
side do you sympathize with more, 
the telephone company or the 
u;orkers ?" 

Total City Town Farm 
Telephone 

company .. 30% 
Workers · ... 81 
No opinion .. 39 

32% 
85 
ss 

26% 
ss 
41 

Sl% 
28 
46 

Among Iowa labor union members 
interviewed, more than five out of 10 
sympathize with the workers, while 
about two out of 10 sympathize with 
the telephone company. 

Through the fo1lowing question, 
Iowans name who they think is to 
blame for not settling the strike 
sooner: 

"Who would you say is mo8t to 
blame for the telephone strike not 
being settled sooner?" 

Total City Town Farm 
Union leaders 17% 20% 17% 12% 
Telephone 

company .. 15 21 15 8 
Worl{ers . . . . 13 9 14 19 
Company and 

workers ... 6 5 7 6 
Government .. 1 1 1. 1 
Undecided . .. 48 44 46 M 
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Believe Government 
Could A vert Floods 
I OWA farmers, many of whose fields suffered the 

worst flood damage in more than a century, be­
lieve an effective government program could have 
prevented these floods and the resulting soil erosion. 

A recent survey by THE lOW A POLL shows that eight 
out of 10 Iowa farmers interviewed are of this belief. 

More than six out of 10 farmers favor combining the 
AAA soil conservation progra.m and the soil conservation 
service program. 

A similar majority of 
Iowa farmers believes county 
AAA offices should remain in 
operation to handle corn loans, 
crop insurance and other farm 
programs. 

A publicly operated school 
lunch program would have overwhelming support from 
the farmers. Almost eight of every 10 interviewed favor 
such a plan. 

FIELD reporters for The Iowa Poll asked a repre­
sentative cross section of Iowa farmers the 

following questions: 

"Do you feel that a government p1·ogram could be ut 
up that would be effective in preventing soil erosion and 
floods such as happened in Iowa this spring'!" 

Yes • ••.••.. .......•.•.••••••.• ..• .... ........ 82% 
No ... . ••.•.•••••••• ••. ••••..••••••..•..••••• 5 
Don't know ....•.••. •.....• . . , .......•....... 13 

The second question read: 

"Some people reco1nmend combining the present AAA 
(triple A) soil conservation program and the soil conser­
vation service program, saying that the merger would 
mean better seTvice at lower cost. Do you favor combin­
ing these two progTams ?" 

Yes ••...•.• ....••• .•• .. .. .•....•.... ......... titi% 
No ••......••.••••••.• .. .• •• , , •• •.•. .• ..•.•. . 16 
No opinion ..• ..•..••..... . .....•. , ........•.. 18 

Through the following question, Iowa farmers give 
their vote of confidence in the Iowa AAA offices: 

"Do you believe that the county AAA (triple A) ~!­

/ices sl~ould be kept going to handle the co1·n loan, crop 
i nsurance and other faTm programs 1" 

Yes •••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••.• ••.. . •..•••. til% 
No •...••••••••••••••••••••••••.•..•..•.•..•. 24 
Undecided ...••••• •• •••••••••• ••• •••••. • • •••• . 15 

The same representative cross section of Iowa farmers 
was asked the following questions: 

" Do you favor a publicly ope1·ated school lunch pTo-
- - -- .JJ 

"SUO!P~S tiO 

' j ,. '4~!"' UJOJ punos 

••J·G ;J\{~ •po<>J lOJ 

g!? .<ne;Jl QI'd~L\H 
a:IUNO U! swo'd 



Uahtd in th Iowa l rm and at r, a tpeo1al aectio eluded 
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ers to 1 . art of the eity. FTo a repre entative cross eet ion 

of Des Hoines men and oman, there was e. f :vorable rr-spon&P. , The 

que tion vas asked this way : 

"Do yo think it . ould bt" a good id a or e. bad idea to have 

a . roff's ione-1 minor lNtgu.~ ba ib 1 te m in Des Moin e in 1947? 11 

Good idP. •••••• • •••••••••••••••••• 88~ 63~ 

l3ad. id a . • • • • • • • . . • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • 1 0 

Not tntor at d~in baseball........ 11 37 
ioo~ 100~ 

These rPtrult VAr ubli hed on t a orte n ee of t h 

-Des loinee Reeist~r gpd Tribune. Th !indin~a of h Io Poll appar. 

ently wer hel ful in obtaining baseball te , a illustre.t d by t h 

fol owing exc t from n etory published in De oinesc 

tttooal busineas int reate are t :ryin to or:~ out a pl for 

raising mon~ for the construction of a ball park. The fact t hat ThE-

Iowa Poll sh()w a. th t 8 IP r cent of tl P en in Dea 1 oines favor a 

professional olub here in 1947 has -provided them vit netT incentive . 11 

· De l~o1nea got its 'aseball t am in 191~7 and plo.1ed before 
I 

a r cord-br akin,- orovd thP. first ae on 1t o~ r tPd. To d te , t he 

D s Moine• Cuba hav played to w 1 over 100, 000 hom fano 1n th ir 

new ba ,nball p rk, hioh ee to confirm the r~ault8 of Th Io Poll , 

Also 1n thP rol of public terYioe. rP.eults of The Iowa Foll 

a~ mad avail le to Pr&ona in public office. On eo e occasion• , 

politi.:cal le d n ha.v uted oll rcaulta a aup ortinr.; mat t-ri a l during 

de~ t~ on the floor of Con,.r • · rl1 r t 1 ye r , Oongr saman Clifford 



Rope of Y.an! placed e. oomplet Iowa Fam Pol l releue 1n t he Oon-

iona.l ' cord.l 

P1"Qm9t1gnal rnat~ge. The Dea o1J\ea Regbter 

receives a c J't 1n ount of nat ion 1 t-Poogn1 t ion thro 

Tribune 

e lova Poll. 

~esid s bein rc rded as n 1 ader in the at t pol l field, the n~•-

aper ~aine ad!'1t 1onn1 pr '!.Otion vhfm. !he Iov . Poll 1s l ion-

1 1 ynd1eated columnist • th pres rvioee , ·a.nd the radio . 

or exa.r.tple, Ooluaniat na'!'qUb Cbilde , writing from ~h1ngton, 

D. c., rote th foll in~ 1 

in July, 1946s 

"What Elr 70U 

rt ot ke in o. P. 4 . oontrole on 

think of \he popular-o inion poll• • they 

art~ a ll sur~, ho ev r e:mot, of the aurrent tides of o_ inion. The 

other day .lmo Roper.· lls have shown a r J'kable degree of 

e11r cy, pointM ut significant thin • 

"Canvaaa1 · all th polls taken on t h u eation o£ hether 

price control should or ehould not be kept, h 1ho d \ l at eveey ?Oll 

vi hout exe ptio reported a lar • m or1t7 in f :Yor of ke -pin oontrola . 

"Tbia v true of 'rhe Gallup oll, of the !rational Opinion 

R If! rch C nt r 1n U T r, d of auoh liable local pol a as thoes 

eond ct~d by the D a oinea lleriat r in Iov and Minneapolis Trilnm in 

1n• eaota. • 

T ua, Childs oolum , rin in hundreds of nevap pers 

throut¢lout the United Stat •t ~~ t he e iat r and 'tribune boo1t i n 

tional pr at 1 • 

The A aooi t Pr aa has demonstrated. on occneione , t hat 

r aulta of '1h Iowa roll 

of t h. findinr• '\"@!r 1t1 

f • oial tignific ce by carr,yi ao e 

iree aa n a ite • 

1 June 4, 1947, Congressional Record. 
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ao rece1T d vide entio 

Io~ Poll r snlta broadca ted oTer th radio . or o le, W1laon tt. 

for er ti n 1 housing xp di\ r, mentioned the newsp p r in a eo t-

to-co t oedeaat 'b7 the tional Broadc in arch, 19 • 

1 p t, h r 1 what Mr. tt d; 

"The peopl ot thia country e aolidlY behin th Teter •' 

er nc1 housing pro • 

A reo nt ortune ( asine) aurvey of blic opinion owed 

that 63 p r cent of the people want price a iling1 k pt on buildin 

teri • • venty-f1Te per cent of the opl want th • ater1 1 

nel d into the low cost reaidenti field ~7 Ter nt action, and 80 

per cent of the opl an r nt eellin aint ned. 

diacloa d that 72 r cent of th ople of th t 1t te wRnt price c -

trole on h a already llt; th t 76 per c nt w t th on homea to 

b bull ; d th t 70 per cent want the on buildin« lota." 

o t1 •• e Iowa Poll ineludea ation which are ot 

tioul r tereat to s cial groupa uch aa churches, in ur c •• 
s oola, a, r al eatate, aporta, and nevap pera. 

After these re rta • blish d aa a regul 

e iled to trade 

featur in he 

lin a d 

fUl oth ra ho requeat the into t1on u ly blhh th reeult T1 

the Tal ble ro otion. In e aea, thi1 t e ot 

nd ra certain aunt of 911blie rTice, too. The low Poll'• 

report nt1Ued " " 1 od e le cit • 
til ro otional value ot this type of aurn1. < aee 71c. 3) 
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(!h low Poll ked aerie• of eat1ona about 

11 ion in April, 1947. 

1 ro bookl t . ) 

WHAT 
IOWANS 
THINK 
ABOUT 
RELIGION 

eatio 1 r th b is for t follo -

A REPORT BASED 
ON A SURVEY BY 
THE IOWA POll 
OF 
THE DES MOINES REGISTER 
AND TRIBUNE 
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Iowans Think Their Papers 
Try to Be Fair in the News 

Most Iowans think the newspapers they read ar~ attempting 
to print all sides of the news fairly, according to a survey by THE 
IOWA POLL. 

Every week The Iowa Poll reports 
to newspaper readers what people 
are thinking on a variety of subjects. 
Last week it made a survey of what 
the readers think of the newspapers. 

Cross Section. 
To do so, it used the same type of 

scientific, representative cross section 
of the state's population which has 

Entire news-
paper ..... 8 

Society page . 7 
Columnists . . 6 
Advertisuig . 3 
Business sec-

tion ...... i 
Feature 

articles • , , % 
Household 

news ...•. t 
Farm news . 1 
Pictures . .. . . 1 
Indefinite . . • 'J 

6 
8 
!) 

3 

1 

l 
] 

1 
'J 

6 
6 
6 
~ 

J 

] 

J 
1 
8 

12 
5 
7 
3 

1 

Iowa men get the greatest reading 
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Iowa Poll Weekly Mat Service .. . 
for immediate release 

Iowans Favor Aug. 14 
As Armistice Day 

Seco·nd World War 

A 65 per cent majority of Iowans 
favor Congress passing a law to 
make August 14- the day. the war 
ended - Armistice Day for the 
second world war, THE IOWA 
POLL finds . 

Field reporters for T he Iowa Poll 
asked a representative cross sec­
tion of Iowans the followi ng ques­
tion: 

" AlL fighting in this war stopped 
August 14th Last year. WouLd you 
favor Congress passing a Law mak­
ing August 14th Armistice D ay 
of the second worLd war?" 

Total Men Women 
Yes ------- -- --- --65% 66 % 66 % 
No __________ ______ 22 22 21 
No opinion ____ 13 12 13 

City voters show the strongest 
favor for enacting a law declaring 
August 14th Armistice Day_ 

(il sprrial rr iPasr furnish rd to l ov:a 
11ewspapers by THE l OW II POLL of the 
Des M oi11es R egister and Tribu11e.) 
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PRES. TR UMAN'S 
MESSAGE RECE,VED 

MIXED RECEPTION 
DES MOINES, IOWA-President 

Truman's 31 legislative recom­
mendations to congress received a 
mixed reception in Iowa-em­
phatic approval on some-equally 
emphatic disapproval on others­
THE IOWA POLL reveals. 

Representative Iowans were 
asked if we should draft men 18 
to 25 to serve not more than two 
years, replacing men now in uni­
form: 

Total Men Women 
Yes . . . . . . . 61% 61% 62% 
No ....... 31 33 29 
Xo opil1ion . .. . . 8 6 9 

" Should the second war powers 
act covering rationing, factory pro­
duction and other remaining con­
trols be extended by congress to 
help us get back to normal as the 
president has asked?" 

Total Men Women 
Fu \"Or . . . . ... 74% 74 % 74 % 
Oi>i>Ose . 20 22 17 
No op ini o n . ... . 6 4 8 

" Should congress appropriate 
money to pay one-half the cost of 
new airports and improvements on 
ope1·ating airports?" 

nt app 
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IOWA POLL 

Suspect Russian Expansion 
A 52 per cent majority of Iowans 

now believes the Soviet Union is try­
i,,g to set herself up as the ruling power 
of the world rather than seeking pro. 
tection against attack, the lOW A 
POLL of The Des Moines Sunday 
Register reveals. ' 

This information was the result of 
the following question asked of a rep­
resentative cross section of Iowans. The 
question: " Do you feel Russia is trying 
to build herself up to be the ruling 
power of the world or is Russia just 
building up protection against being 
attacked in another war?" 

Total Men Women 

Ruling power ..... .52% 54% 51 % 
Protection against 

attack ............... 40 40 39 
No opinion 8 6 10 

As to the ability of the U nited 
Nat ions to reduce the chance of future 

.wars, the same representative cross 
I . h sectiOn groups t us: 

Today 

Less chance ........ .52% 
No difference ..... .36 
More chance ......... 7 
No opinion .......... 5 

March 
1946 

46% 
39 
8 
7 

July 
1945 

54% 
29 
3 

14 

This is a six per cent increase of con­
fidence over the 46 per cent in March. 

Secretary--ef- State James F. Byrnes 
is given a vote of approval by 
Iowans on hi handling of our foreign 
affair by a majority of those who have 
opinions. A total of 44 per cent con­
sider him to be doing an excellent or 
good job while but fou r per cent rate 
h;c nPr+nrTY'I'lnrP -:~c nnnr ThPc;;;:p r~tinu' 
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ADVANCE PROOF 
DES MOINES SUNDAY REGISTER 

June 16, 1946 

Iowans Rate Hoover As Doing 
The Best Job in Famine Relief 

Herbert Hoover as honorary chairman of the famine emer­
gency committee has caught the eye of 34 per cent of Iowans as 
doing the best job among officials involved in providing food for 
the starving in other countries. 

Rated close­
ly together be­
low Hoover in 
a recent sur­
vey by THE 
IOWA POLL, 
are Fiorello La 
Guardia, UNRRA head; Clinton P. 
Anderson , secretary of agriculture, 
and Chester Bowles, stabilization di­
rector. 

Chester Davis, who h as received lit­
tle publicity in comparison with the 
other food chiefs, gets little more 
than a nod of recognition among 

, Iowans for his efforts as director of 
the famine emergency committee. 

FORGET PERCENTAGES. 

A majority of Iowans say they r e­
member hearing or reading about the 
government drive to have people eat 
less bread, other grain foods, fats and 
food oils. However, they miss the boat 
complet ely when they try to name 
the amount of saving the government 
desires. 

As to bread and other grain 
foods, 46 per cent name a saving of 
10 to 20 per cent. But the govern­
ment's announced goal is 40 per 
cent. The correct amount is named 
by only 4 J>er cent of Iowans. 

Twenty-five per cent name 10 to 
15 per cent as the governm ent 's de­
sired saving of fats and food oils. 
H ere, the government's goal is 20 
per cent, which is named by only 11 
per cent of I owans. 

Fifty-five per cent would give un­
qualified approval to a program of 
government rationing of cereals, fats 
and food oils if the government can­
not meet its food export promises. 

Fifty-seven per cent of Iowans gave 
unqualified approval to a return to 
food r ationing in an April Iowa Poll 
survey. 

expected to make, the following ques­
tions were asked: 

" Do yon rmne1nber hearing or 
reading how mtwh less bread or 
other grain foods ottr government 
wants people to eat ? If so, how 
much l ess?" 

Amount 
of Savlng Total Men \Vomen 

10% .... . ....... 20% 22 % 18% 
20 ....... . ...... 26 26 27 
30 .... .... ...... 12 13 10 
40 ... .. ..... . ... 4 4 4 
Over 40 ......... 4 3 5 
Don't remember .. 34 32 36 

Iowans also were asked about fats 
and oils saving programs : 

" Do you remember hearing or 
r eading how much l ess fats and 
food oils our government wants 
people to eat? If so, how much 
l ess?" 

Amount 
of SlWing T otal Men Women 

10% ......... ... 15% 17% 14% 
15 ........ . . .... 10 9 11 
20 . ..... . ... . . . . 11 12 9 
25 .......... . ... 9 9 10 
30 ...... . ....... 3 3 3 
Over 30 . . . . . . . . 5 3 6 
Don't remember . .47 47 47 

While I owans h ave not been made 
awar e of the amount of food they 
are expected to save, they a re willing 
to do someth ing a bout i t , even re­
turning to rationing if necessary. 
They were asked: 

" W ould y01t favor a new pro­
gram of government rationing of 
cer als, fats and food oils if we 
cannot deliver as much of these 
foods as our government prom­
ised for starving people in war­
torn countries?" 

Totlay April 
Yes ...... .. . .. ... · .. . !'i!'\"1-. !'\"101.. 

0 t 
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.lid to Adyerti'!W D , ;:Smgn,ts . Ano\h r us ful 'by-product 

of The Iove. oll is 1tJ rket surv•yn vh.ich c.rc co:ld.uo ted on th regu.-

la.r e-r-oas section of the et t • :Be idee p •enting sub.-

eeri'bers with informative re ding. t h te et aurvers rP extremely 

helpful to t he vertisin de rtments . Sine th se rket aurvoys a re 

ba u n t ho rega.lar eros• a ction, t h result• 1ve an . ceurat :p1etu 

of t he potential del!l8.lld for aert 1n proe..ueta 1n Iowa. 

Suxveys on ~utom?bil s , horoe too~ r ezers , eleetr1o 1 &P-

liane s , hooe fumia in s , !am 1 and radios ~· b n hel 

tul in d.et .rrnininr ot fl'ntial d for t h ae :produete in IC\Ia.. y 

• roj~tine t he -percent e r eults on th total nunber o£ Iowa fal!rl.lies, 

Th Iowa Poll has >iven ·vert1 ·ing sales en valua..ble in!orrna.tio in 

t r~s of unit d mand in Iowa. (Jig. 9) 

It 1m1 t be TP..::embereci t hat t.hese aults 

t he D a l oines Sunday Re 1ater end h dled 1n t he • 

lar t o Poll f a.ture . 

published in 

wq M t he re 

On eev r ooc dona, h national adverlls department 

baa uaed marl et surveys by The Iowa Poll in fo.nno.la;\ ing 'boo.kleta which 

ar 1led out to h v ions advertie~!'l in t he arti<ro.l f1 l 

cov~red by t he :polla. ( Fig. 10) 

• • • 
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Reprint From 
DES MOINES SUNDAY RECISTER 

March 16, 1947 

About 176,000 Iowans Ready 
To Buy New Automobiles 

About 176,000 Iowans are ready today to buy new passenger 
automobiles at a cost of about 245 million dollars, THE IOWA 
POLL finds. 

The automobile industry expects to 
produce about 5 million units this 
year, barring any assembly line in­
terruptions. 

Of this estimated total, about 4 
million units will be passenger cars 
and a million trucks. Iowa's estimat­
ed share for 1947 would probably run 
less than 100,000 passenger cars. 

Iowa's biggest sale year for 
passenger automobiles was 1936, 
when 71,882 automobiles were pur­
chased by Iowans. 
The greatest demand for new pas­

senger cars comes from Iowans who 
already own cars. Among those who 
are ready to buy today, about seven 
out of ten own cars. 

Iowans owning late model cars 
11940-47 ) show the strongest desire 
to buy new cars today. 

Used Car 
Among the group which is not 

n :ady to buy a new automobile today, 
about one out of ten would like to buy 
a used car. Farmers show the strong­
est desire to buy used cars, 16,000 in­
dicating they want to buy a used car 
this year. 

Iowans owning the older models 
(1928-37) show the greatest demand 
for used cars. 

Field reporters for THE lOW A 
POLL asked a representative cross 
section of Iowans the following ques­
tion: 

"Will you bny a new passenger 
mttomobile this year, i f you can 
get one?" 

(Answers to the above questwn 
a·re project ed 011 the '"101 ,000 fami­
lies i n l owa to give the approximate 
market for new cars.) 

Total City 
Yes . . . . . ... .... ... 176,000 74,000 
No ...... . .... .. .... 50!:1,000 2ti0,000 
Undecided .. . ...... . 17,000 9,000 

Town Farm 
Yes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 84,000 6!:1,000 
No ........ . ....... 118,000 130,000 
Undecided . . . . . . . . . . 4,000 4,000 

In. an Iowa Poll survey a year ago, 
it was disclosed that the Iowa market 
for new passenger automobiles was 
156,000 at a cost of about 195 million 
dollars. 

Iowans who said "no, they are not 
ready to buy a new passenger car this 

year" were asked the following ques­
tion: 

'' Would you buy a used car'!" 
(He1·e again, percentages are 

proJected to show the number of 
families interested in used cars.) 

Total 
Yes ... ......... .... 57,000 
No ...... . . ......... 424,000 
Undecided . . . . . . . . . . 2!:1,000 

Tawn 
Yes ..... . .......... 14,000 
No . . . . .... . . ...... 9!:1,000 
Undecided . . . . . . . . . . 6,000 

City 
~7,000 

2US,OOO 
15,000 

Farm 
16,000 

LOIS,OOO 
7,000 

The same representative cross sec­
tion of Iowans was asked the follow­
ing question: 

" Did you think last year that 
you might buy a new car but gave 
up the idea?" 

Total (,'lty Town .l<'arm 
Yes ......... 28% 19% 19% 30',70 

No .......... 76 79 79 69 
Don't 

remember . . 1 2 2 1 

The 23 per cent of Iowans who 
planned on buying a new car last year 
gave up the idea for various reasons. 
Most of this group of potential buyers 
named "too hard to get" and "high 
prices" as important reasons why they 
changed their minds about buying an 
automobile last year . 

Other r easons named by this group 
are "waiting for better cars", "other 
financial obligations". "repaired old 
car" and "bought used car". 

The Des Moines Sunday Register with a circulation 
of 475,000 covers 65% of all Iowa families. 
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~ .. Iowa Poll Stirs Up the 
Dust Under the Rug 

By Sterling Bemla. 

A LOT of Iowa women feel 
pretty guilty about the way 

they keep house. However, 
they're fooling some of the men 
all the time. This indicates that 
a rug with dirt swept under it 
looks like any other rug to the 
master of the house. 

Some rather startling con­
clusions may be drawn from re· 
suits of an Iowa poll inspired by 
an editorial in The Des Moines 
Tribune. The editorial commented 
on an argument about whether 
federal money should be appropri· 
ated to teach war brides how to 
keep house. 

The pollsters asked, among 
other things: 

"Would you favor a girl being 
required to take a course in house­
keeping while in school?" 

"Yes!" said 81 per cent of the 
Interviewed women, wblle only 69 
per cent of the men considered 
such a course necessary. 

Before you try to make any­
thing out of those statistics, con­
sider answers to the next ques­
tion : 

Mother ln lt. 

"In general, do you think young 
women today are better house­
keepers when they start house­
keeping than their mothers 
were?" 

Somehow more women than 
men seemed to take a stand on 
BOTH SIDES of the question. 
Like this: 

Yes 
No 
No opinion 

Men 
24% 
58 
18 

Women 
29% 
64 

7 
Again note how modest modern 

housekeepers are. Also notice the 

big proportion of hardy males ( 18 
per cent) who won't talk. This 
may be a diplomatic ruse in cases 
where wives and mothers share 
the same household. 

Only husbands, widowers or 
divorced men were asked this 
question: 

'"Wlwm you started housekeep­
isg, tDaB your wife already a 
good housekeeper, or did she have 
nearly everything to learn by ea:­
perience 1" 

Twenty-nine per cent reared 
back and declared their wives 
bad a lot to learn, but 66 per 
cent implied that the first biscuits 
would float. This proves nothing, 
nowever, since what bridegroom 
really has his mind on his 
biscuits? 

Didn't Boast. 
Wives, widows and divorcees, 

replying to a similar question, 
were not inclined to boast. Forty­
six per cent thought they were 
good housekeepers at the start. 
Fifty per cent thought they had 
a lot to learn. Three per cent 
never kept house and one per 
cent. significantly, can't remem­
ber. 

All these statistics, broken 
down ln more detail In accom­
panying tables, point to a coo­
fusing state of affairs. 

They may mean that women 
are better housekeepers than they 
think they are. Or they may show 
that men are: 

2. Too gallant to criticize their 
wives. 

b. Too dazed by marital ties to 
know whether that's pepper 
in the soup, or dining-room 
dust. 

Questions and Answers. 
"Would you favor every girl belng required 

course in housekeeping while in school ?" 
to take a 

Total City Town Farm 
Yes 75% 74 % 84% 72% 
Nn 1Sl ?1 

Men 
69 % 

Women 
81% 

Poll . ) 
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elped Blend Legendary 
'70 Per Cent 0. K. Negro·' 

Major League Chance 
·Iowans are strongly behind Negro Jackie Robinson in 

his debut with the Brooklyn Dodgers. 
Rt>suJt.q of THE IOWA POLL,\ * * * * 

taken befQfe the publicized in­
fielder -;yu signed as the first of 

* 
his race in 1 

modern ma­
jor 1 e ague 
baseball, indi­
cated 70 per 
cent of state 

...... ....__...._ ..... .._..__.....,...,backed the 
idea of Negroes in organized ball. 

Of the r e p r e s en tative men 

polled, 67 per cent answerPd "no" 

to the quPstion: "Can you see 

anyt.hing wrong about Negroes 

I playing on baseball tE'ams in the 
major leagues?" 

Only 24 pet· cent voiced an ob­

Jackie Robirtson. 

lolt•riy &tckin.Q lfim . . 

jection and nine per cent had no ...,..----: 
Tn t ht> AmeriC'an lf'ajt'ut>, 17 opinion. 

The women Wt>l'e even more in pf'r ('f'lll think the ~ed Sox 
favor of the former Montreal will rPpeat. 
Royals' star. The New York YankPe!l are 

Seventy-two per cent irtdor·sed the choice of nine. per cent of 
the idPa, and just 15 per cent of Iowa's baseball fans; the Detroit 
the fair sex voted agai11st it. Tigers are picked to win by five 

Results of the poll: per cent; and four per cent think 
Total tMeo Women the Cleveland Indians will top the 

Ye11 . ...•.. . 19% 24% 1~% American loop. 
No . ... ..... 70 67 72 WhPn Iowa ba~eball fan~ namw 
No opinion , . n 9 1S the teams they would I.JH;E to 

see win the two league tiUes, the * * ·* Cards and Red Sox still rank as 
Iowa ha~pba II laos art> ftieldng­

the St. Louis Cardinals and Bos­
ton Red Sox to rt>pea t as 1947 
champions• of lhe National and 
American leagues, respectively, 
another gurvey by THE IOWA 
POLL finds. 

Thh·ty-four per cent 4hink the 
Cards will cop the 'ational 
league flag·. Stwen per ce t,hink 

l
lhe Chicago Cubs will finiM! on 
top and two per Ct>nt thP 
Brook!. ·n Dodger to be 1947 
rhamp. 

the fa voli tes. 

However, 1he Indian!! are a 
close second to the Red Sox 
a~ the team Iowa fans would 
LUiE to see win. Thirteen 11et 
cent prPfer Boston, aud lO .per 
eent Cleveland. 

Twenty-five per cent of 1owa 

diamond fans wo11ld 
1 
LIKE to see 

• the Carrlinal~ win the NAtional 

]f•ag11e pPnnant. . The Chic11go 

< uh llfP popular among Tow&JU<, 

20 per rE'nt ~a.v1ng they 

he Cubs to Win the 

Field reporlcl'S for The Iowa. 

Poll asked lowa baseball fans the 

following questions: 

1. "Tbe major lPague baseball 

sea;;on will open soon. Which 

teams . do you THINK will win 

the National and American league 
pennant. 7'' 

NATION~L 
St. l.oalo :14~0 
CbJCRII'O 7 
Krotlkl,vn 2 
ClnciaDati l 

~~ ... ~~~Ia i 
PUt•burgh I 
'o opinion 5~ 

A.\U:KI 
Boston 
New l ork 
lletrolt 
Chweland 
Cbi(oagn 
St. J..oul 
No oplnioQ 

A~ 
1~% 

9 
IS 
{ 

3 
2 

60 

2. "Which teams would you 
LIKE to 15ee win the National and 
American league pennants?" 

NA'rJOI\Al. A"IERICAN 
St. IAoul• 25 % Bo•too I :1% 
Chleago 20 Cleveland 10 
Br(t()klyn 4 Ne\V l 'ork • 8 
l'ltw York Z !)~troll 6 
l:'lttsbur~h Z Chlcago II 
Cincinnati l !lt. l•mls 4 
Phlladr(J>hla I Phlladelpbla I 
Ro"fon I So nplnh•n :S3 
"J,. r..,lnlun •:t 
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r: eareh Depart t to 
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opinion pol .a. th11 'n for !h low. P~ll. 

tJ e ttandpo1nt of a ato.te poll , t "qa.ota" rt t'h:od ho.s 

thu f r be r :md to b ,_ t practical. ;t 1s le •xp ive 

to op te d t. T~ , t~ e.re obta.1n(d q;uiekor~ ~ot. of t .ose ad-
" ' 

:B or a C!'O s. etion conld 'b · eat u:p tu:lder the 1 quota.*' 

ristio af tne ta.te 1 to 'be w 11 tmd 1"" 

tood. 'l'h1 faot or one !I an import t reason \IIv $~ . n poll ba 

t e Un1 tat ~ oena • rspor ,a .and of'fioia.J. tate pu'blieat:tons ar 

t h b t onreea. 

Ol' ins o.e,. 1t .as le rned lhat 45 per c~t of th adult 

po ulat1on of .Iowa a . aud 55 , r cent are m • Ot' er i ortant 

at tisUoa shOwed th 1.5 per oent of h population are betw en 

a of' 21 and 30: 19 per e t are bot ..,. n Jl · 40; :md 66 per 

r ovor 40 lf ra old. !he eoo1o-econ.or.d.o grc>uptng to~ lova ho 

t :t 14 per e 1n t e~ braok t ; 5S p r c~t are in the 

middle b '0 • Jl p · r e t 1 t. 1 lo: bre..ckttt . it as. also 

t :f1 45 p r e nt of ~ult low t s live in oit·in (over 2, ,500) 

20 p ~ cent 11Yo in to (z,soo or und.or); and 35 p&r etmt live on 

f l'T\S . 

risties, lo Pol l had th 

t ct'u.ral b is for t~1nt; up a T'ep sont t1ve eros asotion of t he 

&dult po tlat on of Iow • e s lo to b noll ld 1n-ol'Od.e all 

of t he e ra teri tie• in th e proportion o.c t le:J' ar listed. a'bov • 



- '-"?-

In ot 1or ordo . ~ 45 perc t J:ten a.nd .55 'b T om1t 
~ . 

en; 14 per cAnt in t . u.: r ocio- eoono!:'lic bracket ; .55 per oont 

in t 1 iddle br ot t ; nr..d 31 por cent ~ the , low b 

rir .. t p _ ort1on of aec groupa and c1ty. tom, and farn roeidente . 

The lo~ical ~tion her ght b•u "no 111 you know the 

atrt'!.Oturo of t ill coincide 1th the •trnatur o:f t h e entir 

tatet" The 1e mo than one " r to this q:uention. Actual~, 

thod ia in th hand~ of the 

fi !d 1nterv1 .. ters who e on.allf contact the :people :polled. To in-

sure a t:ru.l!! s lo., t e field intenri rs must .follow t 1r instruct-. 

ions to the letter. r.oh 1nt rvie~ er recoiv ~ exnct 1nstru.otions ll. 

to ho~ ·!8.'DY int rvio s he sh d. aeour. , ho hould be ~on 

onen, . ho'.lf many should be !n the upper, nid.dlo, and low socio-eoononio 

gro , and ho · a:r.r;; n:hoUld b in th dif:f orent brackets . T o 

1nt rv1e; rr• s as~le;nnont wi 1 al o tell hio exactly how ~ s 101.1.ld . 

fro . t 1.e o1t~r. toun or 'farm. ,aeh intc:rviet or lw.<£J c. . eeific torri-

t 0 l"'/ i • . i ch 'le G t fJ GOll.l"C :i. hin intervi 

are detP.rmi ed i dn cribed. later) . 

Att~r t A intervi~rer rooeiv s hi asainno~t (Fig. 13) , 

th oho1c~ of iho h a all inte iew 1a entir,ly u:. to hir.:1 . Tho.t 

lonr his rN3 ,ond nta o t t he goner oh ra.ct ~istic out-

lined 1.1\ ~1a eigruttent , he may chaos ~ody in h:ls territory t 

t d al of rea_ ne:lb111t:r \ll')On the inter-

vi 1er, wl o t'lt.l.Bt be the 101 Judee ll to •rheth r or not hi ~ ondonte 

fal into tl pro r olass1:f'1oationo s J.1ctatod by hia a.s!lignrn nt . 

Ho ever, p tr ini~ oontinuoua instruction ~ve g1ven f1 ld tnt r-

vie· ere t Ol'OU,~ baokgrou.n fro ich to ~- .r;e the va.rio-...e alas -
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( i t I t to on rvi r of 

r o P. c int 

vi th t rritor.r c ~r . ) 

INTERVIEWS ASSIGNED Interviews 
Normally to be obtained in homes, unless authorized otherwise. Completed About 45% are to be from men, 55% from women. 

This column Is for 
No. MEN WOMEN your convenience In 

tallying Interviews as 
Group of 21-30 31-4{) Over 40 21-30 31-4{) Over 40 you obtain them. 

Each 2 2 ~ 2 3 4 --
CITY 

Under this heading fall all 
A 1 

communities of over 2500 --
population. Interviews B 3 
should be confined to per- --
sons living within the city c 2 limits. 

See reverse side for A, B, C, 

~ D classification codes. 

A 1 
TOWN --

Includes all communities 
of 2500 and less, crossroad 

B 2 
-- -settlements, etc. Does not : 

include farmers. c 1 

See reverse side for A, B, C, 
D classification codes. I~ 

FARMERS A 1 
To qualify as "farmer" a --
man must have at least 3 B 4 acres and an annual crop 
valued at $250 or more. --
Others fall into the TOWN c 2 classification above. --
See "OCCUPATION" section 

D of table on reverse side. 



1f1c tion• of por1oa. erefore, if ever7 1nt rviewer carrie• 

ou~ hia ent 1 inetruc ed, ex at 1n1 ture a ple of tb 

state will b th r ult. 'here~• the interviewer• very depe 

a le 1 e rrying out their si enta, there .uat be other ehecka 

or control• to inure th validity of the a le. very poll eontaine 

set f eation known aa "controls". »eaidea th re£Ular sex, , 

latl 1 And aocio•eaono ic oontrol1, th ee include radio d 

r f 1 telephone and rural el ctrioification, p at voti 

r cordi d oth re. 

~he actual ber of r dioa, r friger tore, t lephonea, and 

ot er 1t a1 faott about th entire, c o obt ned fro gover 

e t ce BUI reporta and offici at te souroea. By co ar1 the resul 1 

in th • le with the aetual figuree ootained fro official sourcee, 

th v idlty of th a ple can b fairly ell dete ined. oth be 

e ple f1 rea and th official figures should coincide within few 

percent o1nta to insure a true cro a eetion. Control qu ationa 

in th poll (Fig. 14) aked after 11 opinion questione have been 

anawer d. 

o eti e qu tiont which are of p ticular interest to 

cial oup require sp cial control question• to e sure the r 

ret nt tion of such oup in the • ple . eaidee m aurin th 

re rea t tion of th special croup, these pecial control qu stiont 

Te uaetul in m in« breakdovna on qu etions which greatly co 

cern th ap cial group. or ple, here ia question ask d 07 The 

low oll hioh orin 1 out th1a point of apeoi controle: 

1oh do y u think h a been the ost to bl 

men 
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( t f 0 

26. IF FARMER or FARM MGR., how many acres is your 
farm? 

26a. (Interviewer: Please classify the above answer into one of 
the following groups:) 

10 Under 50 acres 50 180 to 259 acres 
20 50 to 99 acres 60 260 to 379 acres 
30 100 to 139 acres 70 380 to 499 acres 
40 140 acres to 179 acres 80 500 acres and over 

26b. Do you own or rent your farm? 
10 Own 20 Rent 30 Neither (Laborer) 

(ASK ALL) 
27. What is your occupation? (When respondent has answered 

write in description of occupation as named. If houaewife, 
widow, student or unmarried girl. record occupation of head 
of the family; if retired, unemployed, or in armed forces, 
pve former occupation.) 
Write in description of occupation; _________ _ 

28. Do you happen to have a refrigerator in your home? 
10 Yes 20 No 

28a. If "Yes": What kind of a refrigerator do you have? 10 Electrical 30 Kerosene 50 Other 
20 Cas 40 Ice-cooled 

29. Are you yourself, or is a member of your immediate family 
a member of a labor union? 

10 Yes, I am myself '0 No 

20 Yes, my.-------------------------------------------------------------
29a. If "YES": Which one? 

10 C. I. 0. 30 Other ----------------·---------------
2[] A. F. of L. 40 Don't know 

30. Is any member of your family going to college at present? 
10 Yes 20 No 

31. Is there a boy in your home who is between 13 and 18 
years old? 

10 Yes 20 No 

32. Does your local high school have a football team? 
10 Yes 20 No ~o Don't know 

33. Do you have a home FOOD freezer? 
10 Yes 20 No 

34. Will you please tell me confidentially whether you regard 
yourself as generally a 

10 Republican, definitely 
20 ln.dependent Republican (split ticket and vote 

either party) 
30 Democrat, definitely 
40 Independent Democrat (split ticket and vote 

either party) 
____ ,_ __ _,50=-0t.her 

60 Declined to answer 

0 tion t ey r in 

35. Did you vote in the presidential election, November 7th, 
1944? 

10 Yes 20 No 

If "YES": to 35. For whom did you vote (this is confi­
dential): 

10 Dewey 20 Roosevelt 30 Thomas 4[J Other 

36. Did you happen to· vote in the Iowa election, November 5th 
last. year? 

10 Yes 20 No 

36a. If "YES": Did you vote for Governor? If so, do you remem­
ber for whom? 

10 Blue 
zo Miles 

30 Voted for neither 
40 Don't recall 

37. What is the name of the last school you attended? 

38. What is the last grade or year you completed? 
10 No schooling 
20 Grade school ( 1 through 4 years) 
30 Grade school (5 and 6 years) 
40 Grade school (7 and 8 years) 
50 High school ( 1 through 3 years) 
60 High school (4 years) 
70 College ( 1 through 3 years) 
80 College (4 years) 
90 Don't remember 

39. Check whether: 
10 Man 

40. Check whether: 

10 White 20 Colored 

41. Check whethet· respondent lives: 
10 City 20 Town 

42. Check respondent's age br~cket: 

10 21 - 30 20 31 -40 

43. State whether: 

'DC 

'0 Farm 

30 Over 40 
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Thia question 11 elea.J'ly a highl7 eontroTerlial one, and 

therefore there ahould be a wide divergence of opinion ~ong diff rent 

groaps. Labor union members would clearly have a d1reci interest in 

th1 question. Therefore, it is important that the miniature Bnaple 

include nroper representation of labor union members. o mea~e 

thi represent tion. we sked the following question as a special 

control: 

"Are you. or is aqone in your immed1 te famil7 a member 

of a labor union?M 

om th1 question, we found that 13 per cent of the sample 

elonged to labor unions. which is about the right proportion in the 

entire state. 

To Ulu tra.te how these special groups can influence the 

re~lt of a question, here is how the entire sample answered the 

qu stion "Which do you think is the most to blame for management and 

labor diaagreemente ••.•... f" 

Labor unions... . • . . . • . . . . . • •• . •• . ..••.•.• 35~ 

mploTere ••.•.••••.•••••••••.•••••••••••.• 9 

Government in shington ••.••••••••••••••• 24 

All three equally ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 25 

No opinion ••• ·• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
1
obJ 

Here 11 how the l abor union membere elone react to the 

a e queetionc 
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io ................ ~ ........... . l~ 
loy&rs . • . . . • . • • . . • • . • .. . . . . . . • • • . • • • • • • 27 

t rf!:c 9 ual.11• ........ ...... •. •. • • • • • • 2Ji, 

no o~inion ••..••.••• • ..•.••..•••.. . ..•.•• 9 
100~ 

.ow, the labor union tb r a t '~on o t or the 

,ampla, h r is how t 10 rest o'! t'h at e. upt 

Ln.bor \Ulion • • • • •. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 3~ 

_107 re •••••••••····~·········••••••••• 6 

Go 1:'1:'l!le t 1n Wa.ah1ngton.,. .............. •· 24 

All thr e 17 • ....... lt ••••• # • ·• • • • • • • • • zs 
o inion ••••••.•••.••.•.•.••..••••••••• 7 

lOOp 

From the previoltS c:mmploo , it can b rt~o.dily eo n that 

a ecial roup c im:l.utmo tl.e tinnl resulta o! a )oll . 1hen the 

labor union crou 1 ithheld !ro t'lt :l"Mt ot tho ow le, yo not ic 

t'lat t r . per cent hift the blame fro. e. to;r r" ~o 1 :bor unlon • 

This t~r P. p r c nt hift 1 1 ".) .O.U3 1 ~or union r or-: 

Preh1_ is r la.t1v';l:t :all in lo ·t • . Ho ever, if th1~ queation 

ol d in: l ichi~"' , 1l_ti ... h h .... 3 1 rg , u:don oonb h1 a , t . t1P.-:: ult 

evcrt':el ss , it is r s nt ere . Ot ~r groups such 

vcrcenc of opinion on a rtain i sues, aud controls for them muat; be 

us wh ~ r a q~stion 41reotl7 oono~rn• th 
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Ono e atructu f th • coinoi in 

wit th t 

1n 

cnt1r ta11 t1on of 

to is th r ht 1 til ' to ... n 

al e t1o o th s It h al t out in 

this t t t rou .lJ 45 r o t of t t po~ t1o liv • 

in o1t1 'i 20 p r c t liv 1 to rna; 3 ~ per cent liv on fa • 

erefor , t e location of th a le will follow in th s pro-

portion. 

ira , ~ c1t1 1 ~ divi into a . 'lor • 

D l in ta in ro I , be t only city ov r 100, 000. 01t1ea 

fro 50, 000 to 100, 000 c tn ~~u !I; o1~1 a fro 25, 000 o SO, OOO 

fl. 

ulatio in e 

det rmined. ' it 1a 

11 1 t up to c r oepord 

I alloeat1 , 

eci t chni e 

it th r f.l t 

d elo 

It 

eot to 

t 

e1t1 a 2,500 to 5, 000 ar 

a, th pl'OpO ion t op­

ation of t at t 1a 

• he allocation o~ the oity 1 

tire at t • . . 
d _le, Dr. He~e us a 

icul 1y ad tal>le to low ec of 

en d1atr1 tion o po_ ation. Dr. 

it bl"i fly in 1 o 

to be t 1n s at oll: ;T cannot 

e ata b a 1 ; tl 1 



to the ho ital: t ey l " t o s i gn f or on · r aeo or oth r . 

- CSl'U.iOt find ropl et:lont 1n t edint el:r; so • 

thax· fore,. th oints of i torvi lin a h1:ftinc. 

6o ointa wh r int rvia crs ar otatior.JJd. I t$.': a r.~<r_ o Iovo. 
' . 

hoVin."" t'1 int rvievinr- :'loil.tn {Fig, 15), d rrl.dwa;r be~men t eG 

points I drai o. 11ne ~t ri""\t ~1 · • l 1 1a don until th state 

is eover . I ha.ve. therefore, a. line loea.ted 'bet\ on each t o 1nt0r--

vi lint: pointe . 'Then those lino re ext nd d n..1til they t . '1hat 

yields a e rie of • . 'lba.t ~ s t _!e li!:U.ts of tl e t nt rviev 

or oo ·:t ting t nun'ber of' 1nt rvi a for ea.oh ro.ral ( ! ) and or 

aceurot ly, on t so nt !o~ 

m~rinff 1-:r:r gular land r as . It gives you exactly th square ilo~ 

Thi tep co·- -~ tc t e sett1 r. uy. of the o s ot ion 

nsi:nr. th *1 quo to." nethod, Und. r this method. uf~ieiently l ar. e 

fill in~ r &e"'U te r~sul· ithin :bout t: _ i> r e nt . 

oh1 f o:ritioisr.lS th " 1ntn. lot· od" ( l ) Th b io 

data and etatietio ic.r tl 1 at:ructur of the r.d.nia.tu.rc 

is ns for eiv:tn.-

of t . I) act 1 t otur · ld ( 2) 

int vi · bi 

In 

tl eeleot1on of _ •rson•. to 'b poll 

r to P. fi t eritioisa. it can 

itional tat1at1et r usually ~labl iron othRr 

in bri in; t . old r f1 a u: to dat • 

• 

lo 
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PART III 

Of:i:E.ATlNG TRE l;OLL. 
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ADVANCE PR F 
DES MOINES SUNDAY REGISTER 

December 19, 1943 

Iowans Favor Subsidies 
In New Statewide Poll 

Iowa people lean toward use of subsidies to prevent 
rising retail prices of food, it is indicated in the first report 
of THE IOWA POLL, inaugurated to measure public opinion 
on questions of special or timely importance. 

"Subsidy" is a hotly debated 
word these days. Strong farm 
organiz!ltions are opposing 
subsidies, and the lower house 
of congress has voted to out­
law them in a bill passed 
over to and pending in the 
senate. 

Impartial, Scientific Weekly c;,,.v,.,~;';;;j 

of What Iowans Think on Leadin9 
Topics of the Day 

Even a mong farmers only 38 
per cent answered confidently. 

Iow a f a rm sentiment sounded in Another 20 per cent r eplied am­
the poll IS agains t subs idies, but bieuously; 15 per cent g ave inade­
urban sentiment supports them by quate answers ; and 20 per cent 
a m a rgin suffi cient to throw the sa id they did not know. 
balance of the <'Xpressed opinion Meaning of Subsidy. 
in favor of subsidies. An unde- . 
cided vote prevented det ermina tion T~e answers on the meam~g of 
of a clear ma jori t y fo r them. subsi?Y v_aned from the confident, 

Th Q t . "I thmk 1t m eans the government e ues wns. , 
In t a k ing the poll , the following pars tithe f~rm~~· what he do~snt t 

question wa s ask ed a nd a lte. a - g e 1roug ot mary pnces, o 
tive answers wer e s~ . t d 

11~th the diffident, "Well , on the farm 
gges e , WI h II I' . d I t his total res It. you ave a your 1vmg . an 

u · guess it means you can subsist." 
" If farm er s can' t get as mnch 

In other words, the conc!usion 
rnoney as they shonld for some that may be drawn frvm the tabu­
of til e f oods they produ.ce, w hich 
one of these things do y ou thi nk Ia ted r esults on the two questions 
i t wonld be better to do-con- might well be fram ed : 
id r iny t he w elfaTe of til e Iowans who have an opinion 

countr y as a· w il ole? on the subject lean in favor of 
1. "Increase t11e farm er's income the principle of subsidies; al­

by Jetting those food prices rise most half of the persons inter­
across the country?" . . . . . . 39% viewed are doubtful or have no 

2. •'Increase the farmers income idea of what the ter m subsidy 
by holding those food (>rices at means. 
their present levels across the A recent na tionwide poll on the 
country, and having the govern- sam e subject by the N a tiona l 
rnent mal'e up the difference by Opinion R esearch Center of the 
pa;rments out of the federal treas- University of Denver, Denver, 
ury ?" . . 46% Colo. , found public opinion a lmost 

3. "Don't know?" .. .. 15% equa lly d ivided between a llowing 
Th vot e of farmers on the ques- pri ces t o rise and holding prices 

tion a lmost was the r everse of the down through subsidies. 
vot of a ll per sons polled; but it THE IOW.f POLL'S indi cation 
w as offset a nd overcome by the tha t Iowa ns a s a whole favor the 
urban vote. The breakdown of r e- use of subsidies , though farmers 
suits was a s follows: oppose them, is bolstered by a 

Farmers Town City breakdown of the answer s by edu­
L et f ood prices r is e 47 % 36 '1< 35 '1< cational groups polled . Results in 
H old food prices . .. 40 % 48 % 49 '/'r polling those whose education con­
D on ' t know 1.1 <';, 11;r; 1 fi ..-; s is t ed of a tt:E>nd:mrf' a t g r a<'l e 
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o illustrate the dif":erent pl'l.a.S a in tl operation of 

lo 11, e ill rae 

til it :::~pears in t Sund.ny ne·mpaper. or our illutt .tion. e 

Io a Poll' s eighty--nint 1 w:vey, Moh ldll 

1; lot ter in is p p~r. 

1 is th first at _in ope t-

1 t e oll. pr nts ever probl 

b tent out into th f'it!ld. ev ry fou.r roeka , th retor each b llot 

t eont estions to p v1d at leoot four ~1 a.a a .. ~1 

means that th 1 nes to b noll 1st 'be tinel., n ouch a.s 1 r or 

cr or • t . . Cffineral m.noeor 

d 11 staff r.ro.at ha.V o. :: en e o'" nrn va.lu • t 

j ct t nmaelv a .nto t o futu. • They l8t e. e htnf the n 1s will 

'break t • hr o. !our, or fiv vo ka hence. 

fi ld vor1- for :Ballot 9 vas eo -. leted. £ 

in t Seopt~'b r 7, 14, Zl. 

of th estio in 

to a~ the Tarioua iasu ta vh1 

thq tho t o-u1d be :polltd. in~ lo 9. l order 0 ep 

b th t 1n&1l7 topin• dq, h G :eral 

ot n at era and e.~i • 

litAmJ.l,- at comb the :bl1cations, • vital into tion 

vh1 

file 

oli 

eoide vh1 eeUo 1d th ballo • r 

.e t iea fo l!o.llot 9. In t 1. £1.1 • h 

t aubj t • ·lns • It 
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ia to narrow down these aubJects to fau.r or f'i-re \o provid the 

n oe e.cy four leu . fror..t tha\ 'ballot . A:tte-r fol l ov1n t. & neva 

c r fully and oona1d.er1. ich t r ·ill be t e moat tir.:oly, . th 

General J(an r aeleots •ru. coat of living" , 11 Iowa. .,$ell" • "The 

United J'o.tiona" , and. . "Colle,. a.\lll.etes• the f topics to ~ 

_ olled in :Ballot 69. H ohce this decision about Ai.l(;Q.st 7, and 

t hen h bet;ina to vorlc out tho rd.inr. of tl'.e questions so that the 

1sau s . can 'be le.oed befor the Iowa. :pea le in a eleru• d mbiasod. 

nan fll' e 

Pntti ~ t 1aaucs in o oetion foro is one o~ t. noct 

1t~portunt nha e of a. su.cc asful " :blio o inior:. poll . It has boon 

clea rly sho m t .1o.t t· dif:."orent. pr Ben' tiona of t h e sam irHaue will 

1v a d1!f r nt dietri'bution of 1nion1. ~ere ~r ~ Jitfalls 

in t roroin of qu at ions • They '1!163' be too v o o , t a :preo1ae 

ana r; t oy r:Jf1Y be to obecure in me ; they tl8J be msn:nderetood 

'bee :us ot technical or untamilia.r t .e; or they t'lt.q concern only 

a s 1 l!lllt of t Ht • le, therefo 'beine me incle s to a 
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HOW THE IOWA POLL WORKS 

The opinion-gathering organization of THE IOWA POLL will consist of about fifty men and women 
located in all parts of the state. These field reporters will gather opinions from all types of people on im­
portant Iowa issues through personal interviews. 

Reporters will receive assignments at periodic intervals-generally one every two weeks-from THE 
lOW A POLL'S office in Des Moines. These assignments will specify the number of persons in various 
areas to be interviewed. 

The Principle of Sampling 
THE IOWA POLL is modeled after the famous Gallup poll which first won wide-spread recognition 

through its remarkable accuracy in predicting the outcome of elections. 

The principle upon which the Gallup poll (and THE IOWA POLL) is based is the construction in 
miniature of a SAMPLE of the population which has all of the political, social, and economic characteristics 
of the ENTIRE population. In other words, the sample will be taken from a cross-section of representative 
areas so that the total will contain the proper proportion of farmers, of urban and small town people, of 
people in the different occupational groups, and of economic and social types, and so on. The division of 
opinion among this kind of scientifically selected sample of people proves to be virtually identical with 
that of the whole population. 

While the interviews secured by any one field reporter for THE lOW A POLL will be too few in num­
ber to be accurately representative of the opinion in that area , they will-when combined with the inter­
views secured by all the other reporters-be accurately representative of Iowa as a whole. 

Qualifications of an IOWA POLL Reporter 
Reporters for THE IOWA POLL have an important responsibility and must be selected with extreme 

care. Following are the desirable qualifications of an ideal interviewer: 

1. He or she must be unquestionably honest-both morally and intellectually. 

2. He should have a consuming interest in what people think and why they think as they do. In­
terviewing is good, interesting fun, and a person who regards it otherwise cannot do it justice. 

3. He should be faithful , reliable and conscientious. 

4. He must be completely objective, and record faithfully the opinions of others, no matter how 
much he may disagree with them. 

5. He should be able to obtain the confidence of people being interviewed, and make those people 
feel at ease. 

Frequency of Interviewing Assignments 
Interviewing for THE lOW A POLL requires only part of a person's time. Therefore, if you have a 
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Proposed Questions 
for 

Ballot No. 89 
To Be Mailed August 20, 1947 

) 

1. What about your 0\iN cost of living in the next few months? Do you 
expect it to be A LOT HIGHER, SOME HIGHER, .ABOUT THE SANE, OR LO\'!ER? 

A lot higher 
Some higher 

About the same 
Lower Uncertain 

IF ANY OF THE FIRST FOUR NAl'-iED, ASK: Why do you feel as you do 
about your cost of living? 

-------------------------------------------------------Indefinite 

2. Do you think prices in general will ever go down to where they were 
before the war? 

Yes No Undecided 

If 11Yes 11 : \~? Indefinite 

If ''No 11 : Why? Indefinite 

3. With prices as high as they are, what one class of people here in 
I O\-ta would you say is the :BEST OFF? 

Undecided 

4. ~/i th prices as high as they are, what one class of people here in 
Iowa would you say is the WORST OFF? 

Undecided 

5. Can you think of any action Congress should have taken ill regard to 
the cost of living? If so, what do you have in mind? 

l~othing in mind No opinion 

6. During the last two years, has your income increased more, less or 
about the same as your cost of living? 

More 
Less 
About the same 

No change in income 
Income is less 
No opinion 

7. Do you think the grade schools here in your community are doing an 
excellent, good, only fair or poor job? 

Excellent 
Good 

Only fair 
Poor No opinion 
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1. Which do you think are the SAFER automobile drivers- ~ 
men or women? 

10 Men 20 Women 30 Same 40 No opinion 

2. What about your OWN cost of living in the next few 
months? Do you expect it to be A LOT HIGHER, SOME 
HIGHER, ABOUT THE SAME, OR LOWER? 

z. 

y 

If 

lt 

10 A lot higher 30 About the same 50 Uncertain 
20 Some higher 4 0 Lower 

IF ANY OF THE FIRST FOUR NAMED, ASK: Why do 
you feel as you do about your cost of living? 

----------------------------------------------------------
90 Indefinite 
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3. Barring war or depression, do you think prices in general 
will ever go down to where they were before the war? 

10 Yes 20 No 30 Undecided 
If "Yes" : Why? 

----------------- --- - - --------------- ------- - ---- ---- -----
90 Indefinite 

If "No": W hy? 

----------------------------------------------------------
90 Indefinite 
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7. During the last two years, has YOUR income increased 
more or less than your cost of living? 

10 More +o No change in incpme 
10 Less 50 Income is less 
20 About the same 60 No opinion 

( 0 IG IIAL rom ) 

16. So 1'80 le ·~ our ent ehou d tak t 1 ad 

:O'il 1n t r;ri • t chan e t Un1 ted atioll.l •• to • 1t a tro -

r or ·ll.Iliz t1on. 

1oh one ott ee 1 tenoes eo.ea oloeeei o expr se-

1nt; 7m .. r 1d a about 111 ( o. OAllD) 

( ) Unit :Uons aet 1 tro eno IlO'W, do 

ot ne d ohanr.cs . 

( ) I favor ~t1 ot sr y r or o to t . 

Uni 

~houl tc.l;: atep no to -e t Unit lta.t1ons 

a stro 1, r sotup. 

To o:pinio 

If "(o)'' a mt do you t should be done to 8 t h 

Unit d ~ationa a tro r 1 tupl 

--------~~------------------~------~-----~nd~imt 

(I 

*' Sev al rea ondento fJSV th ana er t h \ t hou t 

'he United State should w1thd fro • Unit r." 
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18. Some people say our government should take the lead NOW 
in trying to change the United Nations setup to rwU;e it a 
stronger organization. · 
Which one of these sentences comes closest to expt~ssing 
your idea about this? (SHOW CARD) 
~0 (a) The United Nations setup is strong 

enough now, does not need changes. 
20 (b) I favor waiting another year or so to see 

how the United Nations gets along. 
30 (c) We should take steps now to make the 

United Nations a stronger setup. 
40 (d) We should withdraw from the United 

Nations. 
50 No opinion. 

If "(c)": What do you think should be done to make the 
United Nations a stronger setup? 

------ --- ---- ~ .---- -- -- --- -- --------------- ----------------------------------- ---. 
· ······-- -----·------------- -- · ······--------·-------- --- -

90 Indefinite 

t 

lt · tiv 

(a) The United Nations setup is strong enough 
now, does not need changes. 

(b) I favor waiting another year or so to see how the 
United Nations gets along. 

(c) We should take steps now to make the United 
Nations a stronger setup. 

• 
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19. If h a ao hi ol, d.o 1'1 t 

ould GOOD or :BAD 

f ootball t t 

Good 

It • " 1 In 

tor 1 school 07 7 

hi l.r o he 1 • 1 

D U c1d 

:AYS do foot al l 1a GOOD 

I fi 1t 

If " "1 In t 

for 1 sa o 1 o~ ! 

I 1nite 

(I VI . , •s ) 

14 Sone t int t t t he bo7 i t 

not 'b 

allt 

1n :phye1 1tion t pl~ fo 'ball . · 

I tion, v a teyi to 

oot 1 ac ool ort , t 

11. 11 nly othetic 

oye in 1t i n. 

) 

21. If you had a physically fit son in high school, do you think 
it would be a GOOD or BAD thing to have Qim play on 
the high school football team? • 

10 Cood 20 Bad 3"0 Umlecided 
If "Good": In what WAYS do you think football is GOOD 
for high school boys? 

-- - - --······· ·--·--··-···-····-~---·····--------·-·-· ·-- ·-··- ·--· · · ··· ···-···· ·· ··- ··-·· · · ·-······--·-···· · · -···· ··-

--- - - -- -- - ------- - - ---- - - - ----- -- --- --- ----- - -- -- ------ - - -
90 Indefinite 

If "Bad": In what WAYS do you think football is BAD 
for high school boys? 

--------·-······--····---------------·-----------------····-----------··-----------

------------------ -- --------- --- ----- --- ------ - --- - --- -- -- 90 Indefinite 
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10 Under 50 acres 
20 50 to 99 acres 
30 100 to 139 acres 
40 140 acres to 179 acres 

26b. Do you own or rent your farm? 

so 1 80 to 259 acres 
60 260 to 379 acres 
70 380 to 499 acres so 500 acres and over 

10 Own 20 Rent 30 Neither (Laborer) 

(ASK ALL) 
27. What is your occupation? (When respondent has answered 

write in description of occupation as named. If housewife, 
widow, student or unmarried girl, record occupation of head 
of the family; if retired, unemployed, or in armed forces, 
eive former occupation.) 
Write in description of occupation: _ _________ _ 

28. Do you happen to have a refrigerator in your home? 
10 Yes 20 No 

28a. If "Yes": What kind of a refrigerator do you have? 
10 Electrical 30 Kerosene 50 Other 
20 Gas 40 Ice-cooled 

29. Are you yourself, or is a member of your immediate family 
a member of a labor union? 

10 Yes, I am myself 30 No 

20 yes, my--------------------------------------------------------------
29a. If "YES" : Which one? 

10 C. I. 0. 30 Other -·--------------··------·······-··-
2[] A. F. of L. 40 Don't know 

-
40 Grade school (7 and 8 years) 
50 High school ( 1 through 3 years) 
60 High school (4 years) 
70 College ( 1 through 3 years) 
80 College (4 years) 
90 Don't remember 

39. Check whether: 
10 Man 2[] Wo•an 

40. Check whether: 

10 White 20 Colored 

41. Check whether respondent lives: 
10 City 20 Town 

42. Check respondent's age bracket: 

10 21 - 30 20 31 -40 

43. State whether: 

10A 20 B 'DC 

'0 Farm 

30 Over 40 

4£]D 

Street and Nwnber City __________ _ 

Interviewer: ----------------------Date this Interview was mad . .._ _______ _ 

Interviewer: Write hour of the day or night you took this interview _ A.M.. __p_M ____ _ 

N'! 725 

vo -.v--•-n-u - -~ - "'T' - -'>-~----- --~--- ~v/OU8 
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HOW THE IOWA POLL WORKS 

The opinion-gathering organization of THE lOW A POLL will consist of about fifty men and women 
located in all parts of the state. These field reporters will gather opinions from all types of people on im­
portant Iowa issues through personal interviews. 

Reporters will receive assignments at periodic intervals-generally one every two weeks-from THE 
IOWA POLL'S office in Des Moines. These assignments will specify the number of persons in various 
areas to be interviewed. 

The Principle of Sampling 
THE lOW A POLL is modeled after the famous Gallup poll which first won wide-spread recognition 

through its remarkable accuracy in predicting the outcome of elections. 

The principle upon which the Gallup poll (and THE IOWA POLL) is based is the construction in 
miniature of a SAMPLE of the population which has all of the political, social, and economic characteristics 
of the ENTIRE population. In other words, the sample will be taken from a cross-section of representative 
areas so that the total will contain the proper proportion of farmers , of urban and small town people, of 
people in the different occupational groups, and of economic and social types, and so on. The division of 
opinion among this kind of scientifically selected sample of people proves to be virtually identical with 
that of the whole population. 

While the interviews secured by any one field reporter for THE lOW A POLL will be too few in num­
ber to be accurately representative of the opinion in that area , they will-when combined with the inter­
views secured by all the other reporters-be accurately representative of Iowa as a whole. 

Qualifications of an IOWA POLL Reporter 
Reporters for THE lOW A POLL have an impo rtant responsibility and must be selected with extreme 

care. Following are the desirable qualifications of an ideal interviewer: • 

1. He or she must be unquestionably honest-both morally and intellectually. 

2. He should have a consuming interest in what people think and why they think as they do. In­
terviewing is good, interesting fun, and a person who regards it otherwise cannot do it justice. 

3. He should be faithful, reliable and conscientious. 

4. He must be completely objective, and record faithfully the opinions of others, no matter how 
much he may disagree with them. 

5. He should be able to obtain the confidence of people being interviewed, and make those people 
feel at ease. 

Frequency of Interviewing Assignments 

Interviewing for THE IOWA POLL requires only part of a person's time. Therefore, if you have a 
re_.f'u/ar full-time occupation, it should still be possible for you to handle i.nte-cvi.e:wi.n~ O.'<>'<>i.~nro.~n\'<> a"' an 
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IliTTERVBiY.ER 1 S INFOBM.1TI0li FORM 
?.EGISTER .Al~~ TRIBU1~ 1 S IO\/A POLL 

DES .!>10!1-rnlS, I 0\'IA 

• 

Please 
attach 
snapshot 
of your­
self here • 

Address ____________ ~--------------------~----------~----------~------.-------
( street) (city or town) (county) 

Residence phone ___________________________ Business phone ____________________ __ 

Date of birth _____________ Hdght _______ Weight _____ _ 

Country of birth ___________ Father's birthplace. ____ ......;Mother 1 s birthpla.ce ___ _ 

Religious denomination _________________ Political preference ________________ _ 

Status Number of dependents _______________ _ 
(single, married, divorced, widow (er) 

Do you h<'.Ve a car to use for interviewing! Yes_No_ Is it insured? Ye No_:__ 

EDUCATION: 
Grade scilool __________ (give grade completed) 
r~igh scl1ool (give grade completed) 
College, incomplete Name of college 
College, graduated Degrees ______________________ Year ____ _ 
Major college courses ___________________________________________ __ 

Name of firm "'ith which you are now connected, if any: 

Type of business _________________________ Your position~----------------

Activities other than business, such as social, political, etc. 

Interviewing experience, if any: 

Name of org~•izations served by you as interviewer: _______________________ __ 

_ TY-Pe of surveys; len~th of service: ___________________________________ _ 

Are you doing any interviewing Y!Ork at present? Yes ____ _ No ___________ __ 

If so, for whom? 

LIST TWO REFERENCES 

Name. ____________________________ .Address ________________ Occupation _________ _ 

Name ________________________ ~Address ________________ Occupation. __________ _ 

Will the deaclline factor give you any difficulty? Yes No ----------- -----------



-54-

Figure 21 . 

MANUAL 

An Impartial, Scientific Weekly Survey 
of What Iowans Think on Leading 

Topics of the Day 

715 Locust Street 
Des Moines 4, Iowa 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

I. THE ASSIGNMENT PAGE 

1. Interview Order . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
2. B allots ................ ... .. . ........ .. .......... · · · · · · . · · · . . . . . 2 
3. Explanatory Bulletin .. ... . . . ................. .. ... . ..... . . . ...... . .. · · · · 6 
4. Stamped R eturn Envelope . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
5. Identification Card . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

II. EQUIPMENT YOU SHOULD SECURE 
1. Clip B oard ...... . .. . ......... . .. . . .......... . . .... . .... . .... . ... . . · · .. 3 
2. Soft Pencils ..... . . . . .. ....... .. ..... . ..... . ............................ 3 

III. PLANNING THE INTERVIEWS 
1. Know Your Community . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
2. R eview A, B , C , and D Code for Economic Levels .. . .... . . . .. . . .. .......... 4 

IV. THE APPROACH 
1. Don't Begin With a Long Explanation of THE IOWA POLL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
2. Don't Act as If You Are Selling Something .. . . . ........ . ........... . ...... 5 
3. Don't Ask Permission for an Interview .......... .. .... . ............ . . . .... 5 
4. Don't Be Domineering--or the Other Extreme, Shy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
5. Don't Let the R espondent Get the Impression the Interview Is an 

Intelligence T est . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

V. THE INTERVIEW 
1. Look at the Respondent When Asking Questions .... . ... . ................ ... 6 
2. Word Questions Exactly as They Appear on the Ballot. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
3. D on't Alter the Order of the Questions. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
4. D :m't Let R espondent Read the Questions ... Or Fill Out H is Own B allot. . . . 7 
5. T ake Down Answers Word for Word . . ..... . .. .. ....... ..... .... . ...... ... 7 
6. Don't Explain Questions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 
7. When One Answer Contradicts a Previous Answer, R epeat the Last Question 

to B e Sure Respondent Understood You . ............. . ..... .. ........ .. ... 7 
8. If the Respondent Qualifies His Answer With a " Y e;s, But ... " Take D own 

the Qualification Verbatim ............... . . . ....... ... .. . .... . ..... . .. .. 8 
9. B e Sure to Record the "N o Opinion" Answers Accurately ..... . ......... .. ... 8 

10. Check B ack Over Each Ballot Before Leaving Respondent . . .. . .. . .... . ..... 8 

VI. A FEW ADDITIONAL POINTS 
1. R ecord Accurately the Factual Data on Each R espo::1de:1t Which Is Called for 

at the End of Each B allot . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 
2. Do Not Interview More Than One Person At a Tioe ....... ... .. . ......... 9 
3. Do N ot Interview More Than One Person In Any One Household ............ 9 
4. D o Not Interview by T elephone . . ..... . . .. ............................... 10 
5. Train a Substitute for Emergencies .. .. .. . ............... . ........ . ..... . . . 10 
6. If Impossible for You or a Reliable Substitute to Handle an Interviewing 

Assignment , T elegraph Us. Coll ect. Immediately . . .. .. .............. ... ... 10 



lJ. 
q 

• 

I. THE ASSIGNMENT 
Approximately every 2 weeks each interviewer for 
THE IOWA POLL will receive .a new assignment in 
the mail. 

Each assignment will include the following: 

I. An Interview Order: 
This order is the first thing you should read 
upon opening your assignment envelope, for 
it tells you where you are to go to get your 
interviews, how many people you are to interview, what the deadline 
date is for securing the interviews and mailing them back to Des 
Moines, and whatever special instructions may be necessary for 
securing these interviews. 

In .addition, the interview order contains a "box" where you are to 
fill in the total number of hours you put in on this assignment, and 
the amount of carfare or automobile mileage you used. 

On the back of the interview order appear instructions on how to 
classify respondents (i e. the people you interview) into 4 economic 
groupings, A, B , C, and D . 

2. Ballots: 
One ballot should be filled out for each interview. Thus, if you are 
required to get a total of 14 interviews, you will be supplied with 14 
ballots-each of which must be clearly and completely filled out. 
In addition to the questions of opinion which you ask the respond­
ents, there are also some questions of fact which come at the end of 
the interview. These questions will include his age, occupation, auto­
mobile ownership, etc. Since we know the total number of Iowans 
in each of these categories, this information will be important as a 
"control" to enable us to determine whether our cross-section of re­
spondents is truly a cross-section of Iowa. 

Therefore, it is of the utmost importance that you do not overlook 
asking for this information and recording it properly at the end of 
each interview. 

3. Explanatory Bulletin: 

~ 
From time to time, we may decide to include on our ballot 
certain questions which-at first glance-might puzzle you 
somewhat. You might wonder why we asked such a ques­
tion at all, or if we ask it-why we ask it the way we do . 

We will try to anticipate these instances and include along 
with the other material in your assignment envelope an 
explanatory bulletin which will give you the reasons why 
these questions are on the ballot. Therefore, whenever an 
explanatory bulletin is sent you, be sure to read it care­
fully . 
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4. Stamped Return Envelope: 
This will always be included for your conven­
ience. Since it is already addressed to us and 
requires no postage, all you have to do, when your 
interviews are completed, is put them in this 
envelope, together with the interview order (on 
which you have already filled out the hours you 
worked, the carfare you spent, and the pledge 
that the interviews were properly obtained) seal 
the envelope, and drop it in the nearest mail box. 

5. Identification Card: 
With your first assignment you will be given an 
identification card which will officially identify 
you as an interviewer for THE lOW A POLL. 

It is doubtful whether you will have much need 
for this , but you should keep it on your person 
in case a respondent ever questions your 
identity. 

II. EQUIPMENT YOU SHOULD SECURE: 
The following items are awkward to mail. Furthermore, in many cases, you 
will have them in your home or office already. That is why we do not supply 
them to you. 

I. Clip Board: 
It has been found that this is a very helpful item to have when doing 
dc or-to -door interviewing. The ballots can be securely fastened to 
the clip at the top of the board. Thus, there is no danger of dropping 
them or having them blown away by a sudden gust of wind. 

Also the board itself makes a good firm surface on which to fill out 
the ballot. 

However, the use of this particular item is entirely optional. 

2. Soft Pencils: 
It makes the tabulation of your ballots far easier 
for us if you use soft pencils rather than hard 
ones. Therefore, your cooperation on this point 
is earnestly requested. 
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III. PLANNING THE INTERVIEWS: 

1. Know Your Community. 
Interviewers are expected to know their communities thoroughly. 
This means that they will know where the poor families live, the 
"average" families , and those of higher income levels, so 
that when given an assignment to secure a specified num ­
ber of A, B , C, and D interviews, they will know just 
where they should go to contact these people. 

If the interviewer is not exactly sure in which areas in his 
town each of these various income levels is dominant, he 
should secure a city map and go to a leading real estate 
office or the tax assessor's office. These people will un ­
doubtedly be willing to indicate on the map which areas 
are predominately A, which predominately B , which pre ­
dominately C, and so on. 

B ut even with such a map as a guide, it is imperative that the inter­
viewer rely on his own judgment in classifying each respondent. For 
even in a C area there is occasionally an A family. 

In other words, knowledge of a community should facilitate your 
selection of the proper respondents. B ut it will by no means guar­
antee that each respondent will necessarily fall into the same income 
classification as the community in which he resides. 

2. Review A, B, C and D Code for Economic Levels. 
Before going out on each assignment review the descriptions of the 
four economic classifications, (A, B , C, and D) given on the back of 
your interview order form. Since these descriptions will appear on 
the back of every interview order you will ever receive, they will al ­
ways be available for reference. 

A good check on your initial judgment of the respondent's income 
classification is provided by the factual questions about the respond­
ent which you will ask at the end of each interview- automobile 
ownersh ip, telephone, occupation, etc. If this latter information is at 
variance with your previous est imate of the proper income classifica­
tion for the respondent, you will of course want to reconsider the 
original estimate. 

IV. THE APPROACH: 

1. Don't Begin With a Long Explanation of 
THE IOWA POLL: 

This only takes up time, and if a person is not fa miliar 
with THE IOWA POLL, it is going to be very difficult 
for you to expla in it without getting into a long discus ­
SIOn. 

A suggested approach ts : " I a m a reporter for THE 
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IOWA POLL. I would like to ask your opinion on a few questions." 
(If they ask why) "This is part of a survey being made all over Iowa 
to find what Iowa people think about the important problems of the 
day." (If asked why) "So that every citizen of Iowa will know what 
his fellow citizens are thinking on these important problems." 

2. Don't Act as If You Are Selling Something: 

If the respondent jumps to the conclusion that you 
are soliciting magazine subscriptions or selling 
hosiery or brushes, dispel this immediately by say­
ing something like, " I am not selling arrything; I 
am simply here to get your opinion on some 
important topics of the day." 

3. Don't Ask Permission for An Interview: 

If you do this, you imply that there may be a good reason 
why the respondent should not give you an interview. 
Therefore, it is best simply to assume that there is no reason 
why the respondent should not be willing to give you his 
opinions on the questions you are about to ask him, and 
accordingly, go right ahead. If he shows reluctance, proba­
bly the best way to overcome it is to point out that you 
don 't want to know his name, that he will never be quoted 
because you don't know who he is, and that you are simply 
securing his opinion-and those of his neighbors-as part 

of a state-wide poll to determine what Iowans think on leading topics 
of the day. 

4. Don't Be Domineering-or the Other Extreme, Shy: 

Obviously your approach should be friendly and casual , and if ~:~ \ ~ 1 

you smile when you open the conversation and use a natural, ' 
confident, but gracious tone of voice, it is very unlikely that you 
will encounter much resistance. 

5. Don't Let the Respondent Get the Impression 
The Interview Is An Intelligence Test: 

If you do, you may find that people will refuse to continue in the 
middle of an interview because they are embarrassed to give you 
further indication of their lack of knowledge on the questions you 

-5-



are asking them. It is important that this be avoided, be­
cause a true cross-section must, of course, include people of 
all degrees of intellectual capacity. 

Therefore, if a respondent is at a total loss on several of the 
questions, adopt a sympathetic attitude as if you, yourself, 
were equally puzzled by what the questionnaire is getting 
at. In this way, the interview can continue without em­
barrassment. 

V. THE INTERVIEW 

1. Look at the Respondent 
When Asking Questions: 

This will both put him at his ease and also 
force him to give you a more honest answer than 
he might if you were not looking him in the eye. 

2. Word Questions Exactly as They Appear on the 
Ballot: 

Ballots you receive will have been "pre-tested" by us in Des Moines 
against .a cross-section of people of all ranges of intelligence. Fur­
thermore, they will have been "pre-tested" for objectivity-that is to 
say, worded in such a way that they do not suggest what the answer 
should be, and are free from ambiguity. 

For these reasons, it is extremely important that you do not para­
phrase the questions, and that you ask them exactly as they are word­
ed on the ballot. 

3. Don't Alter the Order of the Questions: 

Likewise there is a very definite reason for our 
putting the questions in the order in which they 
appear. If you disrupt this order, you may be 
changing the results-and, therefore, destroying 
the value of your interviews. 
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4. Don't Let Respondent Read the Questions ... 
Or Fill Out His Own Ballot: 

Obviously, if the respondent can glance over the ballot, he 

will see not only the first question he is supposed to .answer, 

but the later questions as well. This to be avoided for the 

reason noted in the point above. 

5. Take Down Answers Word for Word: 

It is helpful to us to know the exact phrases that 

people use in discussing these issues which T H E 

I OWA P OLL will deal with . For that reason, we 

want their answers exactly as they give them. 

6. Don't Explain Questions: 

All of them have been "pre-tested" for clarity of 

phrasing. Therefore, no further explanation should be necessary. 

Furthermore, any attempt to do so would a lmost certainly reveal 

your own opinion on the question- and that, of course, would invali­

date the interview. 

7. When One Answer Contradicts a Previous Answer, 
Repeat the Last Question to Be Sure Respondent 
Understood You: 

You may, from time to time, encounter a glaring contrad ic­

tion . In such a case, do not repeat or allude to the earlier 

question. Presumably it was clearly asked and t houghtfully 

answered earlier in the interview. 

Instead, simply repeat the later question without referring 

to the contradiction of the previous answer. 

If the respondent still gives a contradictory .answer, note it 

down exactly as he states it. 
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8. If the Respondent Qualifies His Answer With a "Yes, 
But ... " Take Down the Qualification Verbatim: 

~'"'' t,\)-<' 

~ 
This may happen from time to time, and it is entirely logi­
cal that it should. For example, the question, "Are you in 
favor of an Iowa sales tax?" might very probably evoke the 
answer "Yes, providing Congress does not pass a National 
sales tax." 

9. Be Sure to Record the "No Opinion" 
Answers Accurately: 

Do not conclude that the "no opinion" answers are of 
no value to us. On the contrary, they are of just as 

10. Check Back Over Each Ballot Before Leaving 
Respondent: 

It is of vital importance that you secure exactly the number of inter­
views which are called for on your interview order, and that you 
secure them in exactly the right places. 

If you get the wrong number of interviews, or if you secure some of 
them in the wrong places, obviously, it throws the whole state-wide 
sample off. 

But even though you think you have secured the right number of 
interviews, if, when we receive your ballots back in Des Moines, we 
find that on one or two of them you have omitted a question or failed 
to mark the answer legibly, we will have to throw the whole ballot 
out. This is just as unfortunate as if you had failed to call upon that 
person in the first place. 

Since even the most careful person is likely to make an accidental 
slip once in a while, the only sure way to guard against this is to 
review each question on each ballot before you bring the interview 
to an end. 
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You can do this gracefully by saying something like, "Now just one 

moment more please, while I check back to make sure I have not 

over looked anything. '' 

VI. A FEW ADDITIONAL POINTS 

I. Record Accurately the Factual Data on Each 
Respondent Which Is Called for at the End 
Of Each Ballot: 

The reason for this was set forth earlier in the explanation of the 

ballots. (Point 2, under Section I). 

2. Do Not Interview More Than One Person 
At a Time: 

A person might be reluctant to give you his true feelings on 

a certain question if he thought he were being overheard by 

a friend or neighbor who might later quote him on that 
subject in his community. 

Furthermore, if two people are answering the same question 

simultaneously, the answer of one might influence the 
answer of the other. 

3. Do Not Interview More Than One Person 
In Any One Household: 

The sample, as we have scientifically worked it out, calls 

for one person in each household. Since several persons 

within the same household would tend, more often than 

not, to hold the same opinion on a given subject, it would 

obviously throw the weight of the sample off to interview 

3 people in one house and only one in the house next door. 
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4. Do Not Interview by Telephone: 

Obviously this is impossible, if you are to secure your inter­

views by economic classifications-as called for by your 

interview order. 

But even if this were possible, the telephone interview would 

not be authorized because it is not possible to secure answers 

with the degree of accuracy or objectivity which can be 

obtained in a personal interview. 

5. Train a Substitute for Emergencies: 

Since we count implicitly on every interview­

er's delivering to us the required number of 

interviews within the required time, we sug­
gest that you train a substitute in case a sudden 

illness or other emergency should make it im­

possible for you to secure the interviews your­

self. 

If you do use a substitute, we suggest that, at 

your earliest opportunity, you check back on 

3 or 4 of her calls to make sure that she was 

actually there and that she actually recorded the data accurately. 
We have developed several unique and subtle methods for detecting 

falsified ballots. But, obviously, if there is any falsification, it would 

save time if you made that discovery and telegraphed us to that 

effect before our own ballot-analysis had been started. 

6. If Impossible for You or a Reliable Substitute 
To Handle an Interviewing Assignment, 
Telegraph Us, Collect, Immediately: 

In such an event, we will then try to secure another interviewer 

in a comparable community, whose interviews can be substi ­

tuted in the cross-section for yours. 

This is, of course, difficult to arrange at the last minute. But it 

is preferable to not having any interviews at all for that segment 

of our sample which your interviews represent. 
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I Upon receipt of assignment, study contents carefully. 

2 Use brief approach. 

3 Ask questions exactly as stated. 

4 Don't change order of questions. 

5 Be entirely impartial and unprejudiced. 

6 Take down reasons word-for-word. 

7 Check over your ballot at end of each interview. 

8 All interviewing is to be kept strictly confidential. 

Impartial, Sc:i•ntific: Wukly 
of What Iowans Think on L•adlnCJ 

Taplc:s of the Day 
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Majority of Iowa Adults Rate 
Schools Excellent or Good 

With more than half a m.illion Iowa students starting back to 
school this month, a strong majority of the adult population feels 
that grade, high schools and colleges in the state are doing an ex-
cellent or good job, THE IOWA - - -
POLL finds. High schools in Iowa are reviewed 

through the following: 
"Do yon think the high schools 

he1·e in your community arc doing 
an excellent, good, only fair o1· poor 
job 7'• 

Only about one out of four Iowans 
gives suggestions for improving Iowa 
schools. The need for more and bet­
ter trained teachers together with in­
creased teachers' salaries is stressed 
most by those mal<ing suggestions. 

Some Iowans think Iowa high 
schools could do a better job if more 
and better trained teachers were 
hirdd together with increased teach­
ers' l!alaries, students received more 
discipline in classes, more practical 
nr vnl'A..tinn.al ~ntlrRP~ WPrP strP.Rf'IP.ri 

Total 
Exet•Uent . ... 18% 
Good ...••••. 54 
Fair ........ 14 

Cit:y 
21% 
48 
J3 

Town Farm 
J6% 15% 
55 62 
19 12 

Poor ........ 2 2 
16 

2 1 
No opinion .. 12 8 JO 
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Iowans Distrust for Ru ia 
Greater Than Ever Before 

Iowans today are more distrustful of Russia's international 
motives than they have ever been, a recent survey by THE lOW A 
POLL discloses. 

Seventy-one per cent of Iowans 
now believe Russia is trying to build 
herself up to be the ruling power of 
the world rather than seeking protec­
tion against attack in another war. 
Five months ago, a similar survey 
showed 57 per cent thought Russia 

was trying to build up world domina-
tion. ' 

In the last eleven months, the 
question of Russia's international mo­
tives was put before Iowans in five 
different ew A POLL surveys. Each 
timE> a majority believed Russia was 
seeking to be the ruling power of the 
wor' d. These majorities increased 
steadily from 52 per cent in May. 
1946, to 71 per cent today. 

Russian Motives. 
Only 19 per cent today think Rus­

sia is seeking protection against at-

think Russia is building up to be the 
ruling power of the world. Among 
college voters interviewed, less than 
seven out of ten are of this opinion. 

The Iowa Poll's second qnestion: 
read: 

"Do you think Russia really 
wants a future war with the United 
States 'I" 

Total Men Women 
Yes . ..... ..... 83% S-1% ft% 
No .......... . . 56 56 58 
No opinion . . .. 11 10 11 

Senator Arthur H. Vandenberg 
(Rep., Mich.) recently called for a 
fresh effort to reach an honorablfl 
understanding with the Soviet Union. 

Vandenberg said that an under­
standing through which the two na­
tions could live permanently at peace 
would automatically dissolvs the 
Greek-Turkish crisis and all other out­
standing differences between the 
United States and Russia. 

Iowans review Russia and atomic 
energy through the following Ques--- ... . -
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half a c rd fil coording to ubjeot. In th p t . thr 

ears, The lo o. Poll h s ~ ed roxirnat~ly 1,800 differ nt eetiona 

d Y. Aft r th print form of '.B llo 

is ~ ilahl , the ~a aroh itor plac it in th subj ct fil • 

~.Da:A!~~..e.a~~~· Like thf"r public 1 io polla , 

Th low~ Poll hea subj ot~d itself to th id t • of for ea t 

the outeone of leetio •· ~h eoc1al ue tulneee of election pr 

dictions ia a. moot point. ROY.,. r, eleoUou fo caata a eal ' a 

id. ee t of the public d are, 'herefo , t journal1s ic T ue. 

lt must ·also b reeo ized. that the p rfo ce of public o 1 ion :POll• 

in th toreeaetina of el ctio ha doubtl u • rY 
o a.o lerate 

public 
c~ of the w oieno of public o 1n1on reaf!e.roh throu 

a 11n.v methode. 

l?r1or to eleot1or.s, leva Poll 1 aurv~re . e.t 

f quent 1nt"rvs.l•. 'l'he field orlc for th fi 1 one 1a eo let at 

loy d, to turth r 
the lnat pouible o t. Lar r e lu 

rt>d: c th th tical ma~1n of rror. 

1:he to Poll h , of ooura , b 

a.r• le-o 

n confront d with th basic 

roble in election for e tau the eat \in of turnout o:r t • • 

in t • • A 
aratine of vot r from non-vot 

oro & e ction ~ uoh 1e not a liabl bas for an el ot1on pr diction. 

ainoe all of th pot :ntial elect do .. ot 

'l'h r is 1d~nc that the a1s• o th 

to t total ot 

'l'hu•, in lya1 pr election aurv ye . clo 

to the poll• . 

t~ut in r latio 

chare.et,.r ot t • vot • 

att ntio at b «iven 



of 1 - li oo o t' ir 

1 ... 

11 1 t 

• h 

d1v1 1o of t 

co 1. 

1, 1947. It 

co 

du in elev 

for t ~ 1 ct1ona 1n 1946 

v a on t . 1 

diet c t ~ d1v1e1o t t vot 

'1 

2. 

for a1 

bly- 1 

off1oea, t e dev1 t1on fro 

• 

• • 

lnstitu of Pu.'blic Opi 1o 

t 111n 0 

of t pr 11 

r hhto • 'l'he lo oll 1 a 

p r o nt . ( 1 • 29) 11 

of 

ornta d epubllcana 

• 



c 1o 

- 71 -

F!a re 29. (J'o11 up etory of !he Iowa Poll ' B IUCeeu tn.l 

1946 pri T7 1 ct ion.) 

THE DES MOINES RECISTER 
JUNE 7, 1946 

Bulls-Eye by Iowa Poll 
On Blue-Olmsted Race 

The forecast by THE IOWA POLL of Gov. Robert D. 
Blue's majority in the primary election was accurate within 
a f raction of one per cent . 

This survey printed in The Des .,-------- - - ----­
Moines Sunday Register last Sun­
day indicated a majority for Gov­
ernor Blue of 63 .2 p er cent. Blue's 
actual m a jori ty is 63.4 per cent, 
based on unofficial returns. 

After the 
r esult became 
apparent 
Tuesday, Dr. 
George Gall­
up, head of 
the American 
Institute of P ublic Opinion, 
wired H enry .J . Kroeger, general 
m anager of The Iowa Poll: 

"Congra tulations to you and 
t he member s of your field s taff. 
We are happy that the scientific 
sampling method has again 
proved it s value as an accurate 
m ethod of gauging the public 
mind." 

Edward G. B enson, statistician 
in the office of the American In­
stitute of P ubli c Opin ion at 
Princeton, N . J., a lso wired : 

"Heartiest congratulations 
on the bulls-eye scored by your 
pre-primary survey. Your r e­
sults show a ccura te sampling 
and a t tention to 'turnout' fac­
tor and provide another ex ­
ample of carefully conducted 
polls." 

In the pre-election Iowa Poll 
survey, among Republicans who 
r ecalled voting in the 1944 pri­
mary, 55 per cent preferred Blue, 
32 per cent Olmsted and 13 per 
cent wer e undecided. By propor­
tioning the undecided vot e in the 
ra tio of those who expressed pref­
erences, the projected m a jori t y of 
63.2 per cent r esults. 

E ldora I ssue. 
C. C. Clifton in a post-election 

analysis in The Des Moines Reg­
ister, Wednesday, stated that 
"The Eldora issue is a political 
dud." 

Iowa Poll surveys substantiat e 
this observation. In late 1945 

all-tim e high for public inter­
est as revealed by The Iowa 
P oll. 

By asking people whether they 
ha d heard or read anything about 
the trouble at Eldora, it was 
found tha t 96 per cent ha d paid 
some a t t ention t o the situation. 
The next highest in the public 
mind, as revealed by The Iowa 
Poll, was the United Nations 
charter last yea r which com­
m anded the a ttention of 65 per 
cent. 

Public Service. 
The Iowa P oll was established 

in late 1943 by The Des Moines 
Register and Tribune a s a public 
service to Iowa , to enable Iowa 
people to k now what Iowans 
think on important issues of to­
day. 

.* * * 
The basic s t eps which precede 

each sta te-w ide OJ>inion survey 
by t he Iowa Poll a re as follows: 

1 The questions which a re 
used by the interviewers in 

printed ballot form are pre­
pared by a staff and approved 
by an advisory board of 16 
out standing Iowans. 

Topics are selected a ccord­
ing to their n ews significance 
or long range importance to 
Iowa. The w ordings are care­
fully test ed to make sure tha t 
they ar e impartia l a nd u nder ­
standable. 

2 The number of Iowans to 
be polled is made sufficient­

ly large to insure statistically 
r eliable f indings wh ich will re­
flect accurately the yiews of 
a ll a dult Iowans. 

3 The Iowans to be polled are 
selected to insure a true 

cross section or miniature pop­
ulation of t he st at e. 

Each t ime, th e cr oss sect ion 
..... .o .. u "a n r nn nr t.inn ate 
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~ea1d s The Iova Poll. there arP fiT stat and local polls 

which ar 11 est ~liahed tod • They J'P Th inne ot Poll, h 

Texas Poll , The Ph1l&dP.lph1 P.ull tin Poll, T W hineton Poet roll , 
' 

and Th~ C lifornia Poll. Scatt rPd report hav~ oth r poll ope ti~ 

t ]uffalo , 1 ,., York, S lt L e City, Ut , Colum'bue , Ohio , Louia-

ville, K~ntueky. Th r rP rob 'bly 11 b 

mor ad P to th~•~ li tn. 
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Prine ton anybody ho 1ntrr~st d in atartin atatP or local oll . 

h at te and loe 1 olle to~ h r 1th the t1 nAl poll 

hav~ t en a firm te:p f'rvard e ntly when the1 be~an or~zation 
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hi~h stand rda of public o inion ~ urPment . Tbie aaeoei tion, vhioh 

et thi ~onth at 1111 to a.a., lae d at t nd loo 1 poll 
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Appendix 

(General fop1Ba Covered by !he Iowa Poll) 

A4-.en181ng 
A4min1t\rat1on 
Air 11 
Ahplanea 
Ai orta 
Americana 
ArgenUna 
AJ'Iled Jo rcea 
A'lan•le Charter 
Ato.aic ID.ergr 
.lu\o110bi1M 
A"1aUon 

:Bovle•. Ohe•ter 
lh·eakfaat 
Iiua1neee 
!wing 
!)'ftlet. J afllea l'. 

Oablne~ .(u.s.) 
Ohina 
OhJ"llt .. 
Churohlll. Vlntton 
Ooal 
0o111!10Dil 
Ooacr••• 
Ooaue .. 1MD 

Ooaati"Uction 
OoDTeat lone 
Ooat of Lt-.1 
Ou.rtw 

De Gaulle,. ChaJ"le 
Democratic Party 
Depreeaion 
Dewey, Tho 

Dia •• 
:Di'Yoree 

noatlon 
lecUont 

mecstorial Vote 
lOJ'I*lt 

quire Magadne 
~ean Reeonatruotlon 
Expentes 

Jaml.ne Relief 
Jarming 
1aehS.o1lll 
l'ood. 

rraaae 
J'reedo11 
J'ree ht rpriae 

Garclena 
Ge~y 
G. 1. !111 of Bight.. 
Great llr1tain 
·Gre oe 

Health 
Heating 
Hol1daJ11 
Holl7Vood 
Bome Appl1aaoea 
Bo• l'umbhlllp 
Houaekeeping 

lcket, Ra!'Old 
Inco • 
Illd.uttrr 
lnfiat1on 
Inetalleent Buyift« 
Inaui'&Jlce 
lntAr.nation Armiea 
Iowa, S\ate of 
lonu 
lova. Poll, The 
lova State 1 ir 

Japan 
Jwa 
Jon••· Jeue 
Jm-enile Delinquenc1 

Labor 
Labor Dilput ee 
Labo:r--.Mana-«e nt 
Labor Union• 
League of K tlone 
Lencl ... Leaae 
Lewia, J ,ohn L. 
Llndber~, Cbarlea 

Mall Ord.er 
Meat 

Old A Aaaiat ce 
O~P • .f.. 

Past Pr dd.enta 
p • Cont t'efte81 
Pearl Harbor 
Poland 
Poli\1c 1 0 
Pol"t 1 
Public Office• 

Bae1al Dee.rim1Dat1oa 
Badio 
Bat lo.a1¥~g 
Jl 1 latate 
Jlelldo.D 
Repub 11cq Panr 
Rea14eMe 

OOII'felt" Jre:Dklln D. 
Ruaeia 

Bal. nee 
8aa haaelaoo Ocn.llereace 
&a.inge 
Schvell abach,. L. 
Selective Service 
Senaton 
Sbenran A t i. ... 'hu.•t Law 
811ok1ng 
Social Security 
SolcUer !onu1 
Spa1n 
Sport• 
Stand rd ot L1-.1ng 
Sta .. en, Harold 1 . 
State Legitlatur 
Supr Oou rt 
Surplua War Pl'Opertt 

felt, Robert 
'l.'antt• , .... 
fl 
'frent1ea 
t''!'W1181l. Hart7 s. 

trn lo7J111111' 
Watiomal Labor !elation• Ualt d lat1ona 

Law United. State• 
lewt UJlU Statel J'le t 
I t pap n 



(Cont 1d, General !opice) 

VacaUone 
Veterana 
Voting 

Wages 
Wallace, Henr,y A. 
\1 ar C rim1nale 
War Deed 
Warfare 
War Powere 
War Workere 
Weather 
Winchell, Walter 
World War I 
World War II 

(J'ara 'l'epice OOTered by !he Iowa J'arm Poll) 

Anderson, Clinton 

:Beef' Cattle 

County A.A.A. 
Constnct1on 
Corn Acreage 

.quipment 

J'amine Relief 
l'am Chorea 
Farm P rogra.mtl 
Farming Career 
Farming Outlook 
Feed 

Government Agenciee 
Grain Ceilinge 
Grain Relief' 

Ho~ 
Ho e Canning 

Iowa St te Fair 

Livestock 

Pork 
Poultry Production 
Price Control 
Prieet (luture) 
Price Sup: orte 
Pari t,- Prien 

Recreation 
llepaire 

School Lunch Frogram 
Social Seeur1ty 
Soil Conservation 
Subddie• 

Vacation• 

Water Suppl7 
Workera Social Security 
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