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"Oh, how I long for the days when our neighborhood was ·quiet and stately. 
\\hen people cared for their neighbors and looked after one another. When 
homes were kept up and lawns cut down. When frieT'Idly neighborhood businesses 
for a family's needs were just a pleasant stroll away". 

Hopeless nostalgia of an era gone past or hopeful dreams of tomorrow? Elder 
residents of the neighborhood around Drake University had for years watched 
houses run down, people come and go, businesses leave, crime rise and 
neighborliness fade. r~any, through groups like Church Women United, carried 
on quiet crusades to keep the neighborhood clean. But it was not enough to 
stem the decline. 

Last summer, neighborhood organizer and elder stateswoman Gladys Burkhead 
me't Larry Cunning, director of the physi ca 1 pl.ant at Drake. Together they 
planned a neighborhood meeting. Fifty people braved lOOQ ~eat on a steamy 
Sunday afternoon last July to talk about neighborhood concerns. The central 
ir:·:ur: vtil': v1h .1 t r.r>tJlrl hP. done ubout thr.se concerns-. After two hours of 1 ively 
di :.. cu ssi on, th r~ <J roup consensus was to organize a self-help neighborhood 
association. Th~ Drake Neighborhood Association was born to rekindle the 
ageless values of neighborhood spirit~ respect, beauty and self sufficiency. 

One year . 1 ate r the. .Dr.a.ke_.NE:i.ghb.o.rbnod..Jls.so:eia.t i on - .ha~ : 

1. Formed a board of directors and incorporated; 
2. Sponsored bi-monthly potluck dinners at neighborhood churches; 
3: Conducted an organized spring clean-up; 
4. Planned home improvement programs; 
5. Begun work on transportation needs of its elder residents; 
6. Encouraged participation in the crime prevention "Neighborhood Watch" 

program; 
7. Been recognized by City government as a self-help group; and 
8. Been praised for its efforts by WOI-TV's program "Five Country Close-Up". 



i{ 

INCORPORATION Al'ID BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
With the encouragement and blessing of those at: the :July 1979 .meetini, Larry 
Cunninq and Gladys Burkhead began the search for other neighborhood leaders 
\·1ho mig,t help build the Association. Thei.r goal was to enlist people who 
represented all aspects of the neighborhood. As Larry stated, ~~we \vanted 
the. anchor points 11 in the neighborhood. 

The initial Board of Directors selected at a neighborhood meeting last 
September included: 

PRES I DE tiT: 

VICE PRESIDENT: 

V.P. FOR FINANCE: 

OTHER I~E11BERS: 

··. 

.. Larry Cunning, Drake University staff 
271-2707 

.. John C. Newbauer, The Blind Munchies 
255-9934 

.. Larry Wenzl, President, First Federal State Bank 
277-9907 

.. Gladys Burkhead, Homeowner & volunteer worker 
255-6666 

.. or. Wayne Shoemaker, Pastor, Grace Methodist Church 
255-2131 

.. r:r>lrla Ylells, Attorney, City Leqal Oeri'lrtlllr:nt itnd 
hntnNMncr 

rll-'tflCJn 



Since then, the Board has added the following directors: 

.. Pauline Morrison, Homeowner 
255-9584 

.. Ginger Kuhl, Student 
255-9406 

Early this year the Board approved Articles of Incorporation. The Drake 
Neighborhood Association is now a non-profit corporation. Its stated 
purposes are to: 

1. Further the interests of the neighborhood encompassing Drake 
University and the surrounding area; 

2. Create a neighborhood identity and spirit; · , 
3. Assi st neighborhood residents and occupants in their legitimate 

pursuits onJ conr.0.rns ...... ; and 
4. Assis t in any otli<~ r related areas of co'mmunity service ...... 

The area presently represented by the Association spans from Harding Road to 
West Forty-Second and from Franklin to Kingman Boulevard and the freeway. 

POTilJCK DINNERS ·. 

To help neighbors become better acquainted, the Association has sponsored 
bi-monthly potluck dinners. These feasts have been open to all who would 
contribute a small dish and their own service. The January banquet at the 
Greek Orthodox Church featured a crime prevention program presente6 by . 
Des Moines Police Lt. Trout. He encouraged residents to participate in 
the "Neighborhood Watch 11 program. · 

The t·larch banquet . was held at the Grace Methodist Church. Plans for 
"Dogpatch Daisy D·ay", the spring clean-up campaign, wer~ presented. 

------- -

The May banquet at the First Christian Church featured a neighborhood 
resident Paul Dempewolf who described a volunteer transportation program 
in Detroit called "Dial A Ride". · 

Attendance at the potlucks has ranged from forty to eighty persons. The 
dinners are always followed by general membership meetings. Residents are 
encouraged to discuss spe~ial concerns. The next potluck and membership 
meeting is Thursday, July 31, at Redeemer Lutheran Church, 37th and 
University. Reception and dinner begin at 6:00 p.m. Please come and 
bring a neighbor. 

\ 
' 



DOGPATCH DAISY DAY 
The neighborhood's official spring clean-up day, April 12, was designated 
"Dogpatch Daisy Day". Helping organize the cleari-up was Drake student 
Barry Bannister. He was doing his master's thesis on how well volunteers 
could clean our neighborhood. How we~l did we do? 

Residents from 20 of the neighbortldod's 200 blocks knocked on their neighbor's 
doors and asked them to help on Dogpatch Daisy Day. Volunteers were given 
•Jilt.h<HJe baqs dnnated by Home Plasti·cs Company in Des Moines. Beqinninq at 
rt ·JI"'· thf:Y pidr·cltJp Slflrtll trash and litter in the streets, alloys itncl yan!r. 
t•n tl,e l•luc.l. vll t t~l·c l11r~y livr~ d. ~lore than 100 pc~nplc volunteered t.n c lr:;tn 
h·· :·ll rt~<:idf'ntiiil blocLr .. 

continued 3 

Businesses near Drake v.Jere also asked to clean the "Dogtovm" business district. 
For their efforts, Irene's Florists donated a fresh bunch of daisies for each 
storefront window. The daisies symbolized the arrival of Spring and a cleaner 
neighborhood. 

Late in the afternoon, a garbage truck donated by Artistic Disposal Service 
collected a half ton of garbage from the organized blocks. Next year, the 
Clean-up Committee hopes to involve 50 of the neighborhood's blocks. 

And Barry Bannister? He got an "A" on his thesis. 

Remen~ber, Dogpatch Daisy Day may come just once a year, but clean streets and 
ya1~ds nt:ed your he 1 p every day. Please give the!11 l 0 minutes of your t irT'!e Pilch 
day. They thank you and so do we. 

TRANSPORTATION FOR ELDER NEIGHBORS 
Do we need a volunteer neighborhood transportation program? 

Concern has been expressed that some of our elder residents may benefit 
from an organized transportation program. At ·the May banquet, resident 
Paul Dempewolf explained a Detroit program called "Dial A Ride''. The 
program was simple, according to Paul. Neighborhood residents with 
cars volunteered to be available at certain hours each week. Elder 
residents needing rides could call a central number. Volunteer "connectors" 
then matched the person needing the ride with someone vo~unteering at the 
ti me needed. Paul reported that the cost of p neighborhooa volunteer 
"Dial A Ride" program was the cheapest way to meet transportation needs of 
elder residents. He added that often older persons stay shut in rather 
than try to rely on taxis or city buses. A neighborhood "Dial A R~de" 
program helps residents get to know each other . . 

(: r, e: r: ,cr.:LJe:r of the .L\ssociation, in response to Paul's presentnt.ion, sn id 
the Des Moines Area Religious Council already had a similar program operating 
city-wide. He questioned the need for a separ~te program by the Association. 

So did the Board of Directors. At its June meeting, the Board noted that 
the city's bus service operates a ParaTransit program, that provides rloor-to­
door service using large vans for physically handicapped and older citizens. 
The Goard suggested \'le recomme nd use of the ParaTransit program. 

,-

Is raraTransit really available to those in need? And does the Religious 
Council's city-wide program work? Social worker and neighborhood resident 
Chris Kepha rt r ec e n~ ly fourd that · she could not arrange for special ~rans-



portation for an 84-year-old woman whose annual income is $3,~00. Chris 
will give a detailed report of her findings at the July 31 potluck. 

THE CITY GETS INVOLVED 
. F ) Last 1·1ay, the Board of Directors decided that some neighborhood problems 

might need more resources than our self-help association could provide on its 
m:n. One. oa rt i cu 1 a r concern has been decaying houses in the southern and 
eastern parts of the neighborhood. When Board representatives approached 
the City for possible help, we found that the City was not prepared to deal 
1·1i th ne1·: nei gh borhood groups 1 ike ours. 

City Council members Elaine Szymoniak and George Nahas arranged for a social 
~eeting between the Association and represehtatives from city government in 
earl y June. Assistant City r~anager Dave Johnston brought five city officials 
wh o explained city services that might help our neighborhood. A detailed 
re~ort of that meet i ng and subsequent efforts with the city will be presented 
at the July 31 potluck. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
··.~ ~~· · ::~· ·:.-:: - ~~ ·· n t ·l;r. r~~ :~cJ · :nc il1tion's l s t /\nn l; ·.l OnOf~[ l !fTr:-~ . "PnJqr;H:; :·," 

, · ,., il{·:o': ,,, ·.· . ,. , . ·-'ittli lli ;l r';~tr ·· t ''~ l) l1 i S !tr ~ lpin · IH' fj d t1i lC• ()I' iq id .rn ·lp)l,r! 
· ·!: · .~: : . t'.,ll . :;,j·~ fr:·~t iv a l \·Ii lli·. a ·;pec i ., J ti .. r: u, t.r1.::,· .. . 

. :1 i . . • , t. :. · !· ... :r : 'r ,,,;j:. it•n ilnrl h r~ lp the 1\ s~.r~ci;lt.irm \·.' i t.h it'. fir'·.t. f!Jrt•!-. 
\ 

raising project . Virginia will describe tentative plans at the July 31 potluck . 

CONSERVATION 

Save gasoline, time and energy . Visit and support our ne i ghborhood businesses . 



WELCOME THE CITY PARKS DEPARTMENT TO OUR NEIGHBORHOOD 

Early this summer the City Parks Department moved its headquarters from downtown to the 
vacant fire station at 32nd and University. The Association has reason to be pleased 
~1ith our new neighbors. City Parks officials have been understanding, supportive and 

telpful with the Association's tree and flower plantings. Their ·recreation officials 
hav~ been instrumental in encouraging young park goers to remove litter from Drake 
Park grounds. Consequently, Drake Park in recent weeks has become cleaner than it has 
been in years. Parks employees have also been busy helping spruce up Drake Park for 
Fallfest. 

Stop by their new offices. Welcome them to University Place and let them know we 
appreciate their efforts. 

NOMINEES FOR NEW BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

( Last May Association President Larry Cunning appointed a nominating committee to suggest 
a new slate of directors and officers. The new directors would serve 16 month terms 
beginning September 1981 and ending January 1983. The nominating committee consisted of 
board members Gladys Burkhead, Pauline Morrison and Wayne Shoemaker . The new slate will 

{ 

be submitted to the membership for its approval at the August potluck . Members are entitled 
then to offer additional nominees for he 15 board slots. 

CONTINUED 

'--._ ... _, 
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Those nominated by the committee include: 
Gladys Burkhead - resident homeowner 
William Crawford - vice president of First Federal State Bank 
Larry Cunning - director of Drake's Physical Plant 

* Bruce Heilman - dentist with Forest Avenue Dentists 
Eugene Hiskey - apartment owner and area businessman 

* Tom Jewett - business manager New Life Center 
Robert McClelland (Treasurer) - finance director First Christian Church 
Pauline Morrison - resident homeowner 

* Kathy Mullins - homemaker 
* Roger Munns - reporter Associated Press and resident homeowner 

John Neubauer (president) - manager Blind Munchies 
Rod Rhoades - owner Johnson's Clothing 
Wayne Shoemaker (vice president) - pastor Grace Methodist Church 
Faye Vilimek - owner Vilimek's Gift Shop 

* Maude EsterWhite - retired resident homeowner 

* denoted new nominee 

KID'S PARADE TO KICK-OFF FALLFEST 

Here's a message to all the kids in our neighborhood-- paint your wagon, decorate that 
trike and get set for the Kid's Parade! The parade will be this year's official kick­
off to the Fallfest, which begins at noon September 19 at Drake Park. Anybody 10 or under 
can be in the parade, and they don't have to have fancy wheels to enter. We'll provide 
a banner or a balloon or something else fun to carry or pull for all the kids who show up 
without their own. Kids should assemble near the flowerbed in Drake Park, which is at 

he extreme southwest corner, at 11:30 or 11 :45. The parade route will be right through 
che park, past the exhibitors, past the ball diamond and all around-- always on the 
sidewalks. Moms & Grandmas are encouraged to go along. Bonus --the parade will be 
led by trombonist Tom Rutt & Tuba player Chris Davis. 

ICE CREAM SOCIAL 

The Ice Cream Social was a smashing success. Over 200 people attended and we made 
$149,76. ($16.00 of this was made from the white elephant sale). Dolph Pulliam was the 
m.c. and entertainment was provided by Tom Rutt. There was lots of singing and dancing 
and loads of fun. Thanks to all who participated . 

Po~ Luck- Monday August 31 

The next pot luck will be held at Ramsey Memorial, 1611 27th at 6:30. Rev. Frazer Thomason 
will be giving us a tour of the facilfty. This is an important meeting as it includes 
ratification of the new officers. We will also have an update on the Fallfest event. 
There will be instructions at the door; so grab a neighbor and COME ON OVER. 

FEES PLEASE 

Monthly publication of Neighborhood News means that we have a greater need for your 
annual membership fees. Please mail your $3 individual or $5 family membership fees to 
membership chair Kathy Mullins 1133 37th St. Des Moines 50311. Thank you. 

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS Call Gladys 255 - 6666 oi John 2559934 
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] 
The September 30th potluck will feature representatives from four similar neighborhood 
organizations in Des Moines. They will briefly describe self-help efforts to improve 
their own neighborhoods. The "neighborhood" program will follow the usual potluck 
feast. Hosting Potluck No. 5 will be the Trinity Lutheran Church at 32nd and University. 
Starting time--6:00 p.m. Please bring a dish, table service and a neighbor. 

_oK_T_O_B_ER_F_E_ST_-_-_o_ct_o_b_e_r_l_l ________________________________________________ ~r 
In it's biggest and most ambitious project to date, the Drake Neighborhood Association 
will host its first annual OKTOBERFEST, October 11. 

Rain or shine, it promises to be a splendid event. And it might even raise some money, 
although as always, the main goal is to promote and strengthen our neighborhood, mak­
ing it an even nicer place to live. 

Patterned loosely after the well-known German festival of the same name, the OKTOBERFEST 
will feature bratwursts, refreshments and a twilight street dance with a four-piece 
polka band. 

And much more. The event begins at 1:00 p.m. on 25th Street between Carpenter and 
University. The street will be closed to auto traffic. 

From 2:00-4:00 p.m. will be a number of special events and contests for the kids. 
There is no entry fee. 



Throughout the block, and perhaps spilling west on Carpenter, will be local artists 
and craftists offering their hand-made goods. And a number of musicians and other 
performers are being contacted to provide spontaneous or "wandering" performances 
throughout the day. 

Rema's Bratwurst Kuche, a new neighborhood deli, will furnish authentic German brat­
wurst. Agriindustries will supply Iowa-made spirits--Picketts. Proceeds from the 
sale of food and refreshments will be donated to the Association. 

The street dance will be free, although we will be asking for donations to cover costs. 
Also, we'll have a booth set up to sign loads of new members and to introduce them to 
the association. 

Rememeber, it's from 1:00 to 9:00p.m. October ll. See you there. 

NEIGHBORHOOD HISTORY ] 

UNIVERSITY PLACE CENTENNIAL 
This year Drake University celebrates its lOOth anniversary. So does our 
neighborhood. 100 years ago the University Land Company began selling land 
along Cottage Grove Street for residential development. A new suburb called 
University Place was founded along with Drake in the trees and brush of the 
countryside. Transportation to downtown Des Moines was still a problem then since 
the horse-drawn street cars traveled no further than Woodland and 19th. By the early 
1880's the line was extended to 24th and Cottage Grove which became known as the 
gateway to University Place. In 1889 University Place was annexed by the City of 
Des Moines. 

Today the surrounding University Place neighborhood still retains much of its 
original elegance. Some city planners believe the area south of Drake University 
could qualify for the National Register of Historic Places. More research is needed 
to help qualify our neighborhood for the National Register. Anyone interested in 
helping with the research should contact Association Vice President John Neubauer 
(255-9934). 



Neighborhood News 
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UNIVERSITY PLACE REVITALIZATION AREA 

In recent years the University Place neighborhood has begun to show signs of age. 
Many homes need rejuvenation. The state legislature last year passed a new law that 
may help. It is called Urban Revitalization. Its purpose is to encourage home­
owners and apartment owners to make building improvements. 

In the past if property owners spent money to improve their homes, the friendly tax 
assessor would then increase taxes to reflect the property 1 s added value. People 
often felt penalized for fixing their homes. 

The Urban Revitalization law now gives homeowners an incentive to make improvements. 
It is called tax abatement. It means if someone makes improvements that increase the 
property value by more than 10 percent, the taxes on the added value will be 11 forgiven 11 

for a certain number of years. A homeowner has up to 10 years to make improvements to 
get this ta x break. 

Not everyone qualifi es for tax abatement . One catch is that your property has to be in 
a revitalization area. The City Council decides if an area qualifies for tax abatement. 
So far the Council has chosen six residential areas in Des Moines. Part of our neighbor­
hood falls within two of these areas. Those living in the far eastern edge are in the 
Model City Revitalization Area. Those living south of University and east of 3Jth Street 
are in the Woodland-Wil kie Revitalization Area. 

The Association 1 S Board of Directors feels that the northern part of our neighborhood 
has been over loo ked by t he City Council. According to our research, only 13 percent 
of the homes in the area east of 30th and north of Clark were rated by the City as 
in excellent condition. 72 percent were considered fair to good and 15 percent 
deteriorating or dilapidated. By contrast, 49 percent of all the houses in the 
city were listed in excellent condition, 47 percent fair to good and only 4 percent 
deteriorating or dilapidated. This area clearly qualifies to be a revitalization 
area according to criteria established by the City earlier this year. 

The Association Board is asking the City Council declare this area the University 
Place Revitalization Area. The homeowners there would then qualify for tax 
abatement as well . If the Council agrees to our request, approximately 2/3 of our 
neighborhood would be in a revitalization area. 

Urban Revitalization does not force a property owner to do anything that he or she 
does not want to do. It is jus t a small way to pat those on the back who do and 
say 11 thank you 11 with a t ax break. 

The next newsletter will describe more about urban revitalization and some of its 
shortcomings. 

PROPOSED SLATE OF NEW DIRECTORS 

A nominating committee, cha i red by Gladys Burkhead, met in August, and propose the 
following for the Board of Directors for the coming year. The vote will be taken at 
the September 30 potluck. 

... 



Renewed: 

W. L. Cunning--Drake University President 

Joh~ Neubauer--The Blind Munchies Vice President 

Gladys Burkhead--Homeowner 

Pauline Morrison--Homeowner 

Ginger Kuhl--Student 

Wayne Shoemaker--Grace Methodist 

Gene Hiskey--Landlord 

Rod Rhoads--Johnson 1 s Clothing 



Neighborhood News 
continued 

New: 

Bill Crawford--First Federal State Bank 

Bob McClellan--First Christian Church 

Stephanie Furstenau--Renter 

Abe Sommerville--Area resident 

Faye Vilimek--Vilimek's Gift Shop 

Ben Robbins--Bryant Funeral Home 

Phil Weider--Forker Pharmacy 

CONSERVATION NOTE 

3 

Are you a practicing conservative or a preaching conservative? 

** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** 

If you have items of interest for Neighborhood News, share them with us. Address your 
items to: 

Bob and Stephanie Furstenau 
Neighborhood News 
2600 Kingman Blvd. 
Des Moines, IA 50311 

Apartment No. 2 

J 
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POT LUCK 

The next neighborhood pot luck will be held on January 29 at St. John•s Catholic 
Church at 1915 University. Doors will open at 6:00 p.m. Dinner will begin at 
6:30 p.m. 

Jane Mueller fr.om C.U.R.E. (Citizens United for Responsible Energy) will be on 
hand to share information, and to display a solar oven. 

Bring a dish, your own table service and a neighbor. 

PATIENT PROGRESS IN UNVERSITY PLACE 

VOLUME I 
NUMBER III 

, ••A year ago I walked through our neighborhood and saw unkempt houses with 

• 
peeling paint; overgrown lawns littered with trash and homes peopled by unfamiliar 
faces... . 

"Now I have neighbors. I can walk down the street and see people I know ... I can 
see pride in our neighborhood... (Quote by Gladys Burkhead, ll07 Twenty-seventh 
in Des Moines Tribune, December 27, 1980. 11 Things are looking up for Drake Area .. ). 

OKTOBERFEST THANKS 

The frosty fall air last October 11 may have dampened attendance, but not 
enthusiasm at the Association•s 1st annual Oktoberfest. The afternoon children•s 
events were the biggest attraction. More than 50 neighborhood young people com~ 
peted for prizes and marveled at neighborhood magician 11 0zzie Izzard, The Wacky 
Wizard ... German folk dancers entertained adults as they munched Rema•s bratwurst 
and sipped Pickett•s brew. 

r 

Special thanks to Rema•s Bratwurst Kuche deli; Felix & Oscars restaurant, Agri­
Industries• Picketts, the Drake Business Association and Oktoberfest committee 
members Virginia Peterson (chair.}, Toni Hayes, Diane and Roger Munns, Wayne 
Mikos, Charlotte Bloom and Eileen and Rachel Warren. 

TAX ABATEMENT CONSIDERATION. FOR UNIVERSITY PLACE BY THE CITY 

tast fall the Association asked .·the City Council to designate the area north and 
east of Drake a revitalization area, thus making it eligible for tax breaks called 
11 tax abatement ... Property owners who make improvements to their homes may qualify 
to have the taxes 11 forgiven 11 on the increased value to their property for a certain 
number of years. 
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and House Majority Leader Larry Pope (Rep., D.M.), was to encourage people to 
rehabilitate aging neighborhoods. The .As·sociation Board hopes property owners 
will be more likely to fix up . their homes in return for the forgiven taxes on the 
improvements. 

Councilmen Nahas and Flagg pledged to support the Association's request at a 
Council meeting last fall. The City Planning Department is scheduled to officially 
cons·ider a University Place Revitalization Area early this spring, according to 
Assistant City Manager Dave Johnston. At that time property owners in the pro­
posed area will receive notices of public hearings from the city • . If you have 
questions or concerns about tax abatement, call the Board at 271-2707. 

continued 

UNIVERSITY PLACE HISTORIC NEIGHBORHOOD 

Research has begun to attempt to list the area immediately south and east of 
Drake on the National Register as a historic neighborhood. The historic 
district under consideration forms an "L" around Drake, and is roughly bounded 
by 3lst between Kingman and University on the west; Kingman to 28th, School 
to 24th, and Day to 21st on the south; 21st on the east; and Forest (21st to 
24th) and University (25th to 3lst} .on the north. These tentative boundaries 
were chosen because the development of the area occurred simultaneously with 
that of Drake University. University Place is one of the few older areas of 
Des Moines that is still relatively free from intrusions of modern architecture. 

Residents wishing to help with this research should call John Neubauer at 
255-9934. 

This newsletter has been paid for by the Drake Business Association and the 
Drake Neighborhood Assocaition. Postage has been paid by the First Federal 
State Bank. 

Support the Drake neighborhood businesses. 

If you have items of interest for Neighborhood News, share them with us. Address your 
items to: 

Bob and Stephanie Furstenau 
Neighborhood News 
2600 Kingman Blvd. 
Des Moines, . IA 50311 

Apartment No. 2 
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POT LUCK 

VOLUMN I 
NUMBER IV 

The next neighborhood pot luck will be held on M&rch 31 at Cott~ge Grove United 
Presbyterian Church at 24th & Cottage Grove. Doors will be open at 6:00 p.m. 
Dinner will be served at 6:30p.m. 

Gene Hiskey and a panel of students from the DrSke Landlord/Tena'nt Association 
will be there to discuss the interests and concerns in this area. 

Bring your dish, your table service, and a neighbor. 

PAINT PROGRAM 

To those of you who didn't attend the last pot luck, a new paint program was an­
nounced. 

Any person who joins the Drake Neighborhood Association by April 1, 1981, will 
be entitled to a 40% discount on paint and a 25% discount on items such as lad­
ders, rollers, brushes, etc., trom Iowa Paint Company. We are also seeking such 
support from other businesses (roofing, contracting, etc.) for future benefits. 

The deadline date was changed to provide additional time to get your neighbors 
involved. Lets all work on getting more neighborhood support. 

For those of you who have already joined, discount cards will be mailed before 
May 1st. If you have not received your card by that date, please call our of-
~ice 271-3426. r 

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 

Our Neighborhood Watch program is going great guns!!! Paul and ·Bertha Spiller 
have started the program in their neighborhood. B~ll Pike and Eleanor Ashman, 
two new m~bers, have also worked very hard to recruit extra eyes and ears. We 
give special thanks to these members who have given their time and ener~ to 
help ensure neighborhood safety. Thanks again • 

The Des Moines Police Department will be bringing the Neighborhood Watch van out 
to our neighborhood on March 12 at 2719 Franklin and on March 19 at 1803 26th. 
The meeting lasts about a hour beginning at 7:00 p.m. Everyone is invited to at­
tend. 

If you or your neighbors would be interested in joining a Neighborhood Watch, 
please call 271-3426. 

------~----------------------~----- --



' r 

UNIVERSITY PLACE DAISY DAYS 

April 1st begins our "University Place Daisy Days" litter campaign. We need 
block leaders who are willing to distribute litter bags to their neighbors • 

-~··---~-

Litter is placed on .the curbing and pick up is provided for. 'The bags are 
furnished by the Drake Neighborhood Association. 

Lets all get involved in Daisy Days clean up and neighborhood beautification!! 

NEIGHBORHOOD NEEDS ASSESSMENT 

On March 10, 11, 12, between 5:30p.m. and 7:30p.m., A SURVEY WILL BE DISTRIBUTED 
AMONG SOME RANDOMLY CHOSEN RESIDENTS. The survey consists of questions regarding 
the adequacy of many Drake neighborhood services and facilities. Drake student 
volunteers, Boy Scouts, and our CETA workers vill be delivering, explaining, and 
picking up the questionaires. 

• 

The information vill be kept confidential and vill be displayed as group data only. 
It vill net be possible to identity your response to any specific question in the • 
survey. Your response to the questions are important to the success of the survey 
and your cooperation vill be appreciated. 

WHITE ELEPHANT SALE 

The neighborhood ladies are harln~ a "WHITE ELEPHANT SALE". .Along vi th our pot 
luck, items will be sold vith the proceeds being donated to our association. 
Bring your odds and ends to the pot luck and help m&ke .this the best sale ever. 
There vill be lots of bargine, 10 be sure to bring your friends and neighbors!! 

It there are any important neighborhood events or any special news you feel shoUld 
be -publhhed in the "Neighborhood News", please call or write: 

Ellie Wi ttmaier 
Neighborhood Neva 
1422 27th Street 
Des Moines, !ova 50311 
271-3426 r 

• 
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OLD FASHIONED ~OX SOCIAL 

Volumn I 
Number V 

Our n~xt general m~mbership meeting will be an old fashioned box social on 
· April 30 at the Crestwood Baptist Church, 3717 Forest Avenue. Try to b~ 
there at 6:00p.m. so you can spend a few minutes looking over all the ~oxes. 
The auction starts at 6:30 sharp!! 

The idea is to sp~nd a casual evening meeting your neighbors, therefore, we 
haven't planned any formal program. 

Here's what you do. Instea4 of bringing a .covered dish, bring a light lunch 
in a box. Any little box will do. Each box should contain enoug~ for on~ or 
two meals. Be sur~ there is a meal for every person in your p.roup. '"rap the 
boxes any way you like and be sure that each box is labeled to show how many 
meals it contains. You can even give a clue as to what's inside if you wish. 

When you get to the Church, the boxes will be numbered and at 6:30, the auction 
begins. It's going to be a relaxing evening of getting to know your neighbors. 
The money will be used to help set up our second annual Oktoberfest. 

SOHETHING TO THINK ABOUT 

At the last meeting, there vas some discussion about changing the ~arne of our 
organization. It would become the University Place Association. There are 
several arguments both ways. 

Some feel that the name Drake Neighborhood Association has served as a p;reat 
"starter'' name and that we now need a new name so we can continue to expand. 
University Place is what our part of the city was called when- the area wa:s 
first beine settled. Others feel that there is no need for a chanp,e and 
that we vouid lose recognition if we changed our name. Talk it over with 
your neighbors at the April 30th Box Social. It's something we need to decide 
so we can P,O ahead with m~bership drives and promotions for the Oktoberfest. 



COTTAGE GROVE GETS A GROVE 

'!'he day after Hay Day - Noon May 2nd, One part of our neighborhood will p,et 
an irn~ortant face lift. You're invited to attend!! In fact, you can help too. 

The Strawberry Patch Holdin~ Company and Buying Concern has received permission 
from the city to plant hundreds of trees on the barren traffic islands near t~e 
intersection of Kingman Boulevard and Cottage Grove Avenue. John Neubauer, 
secretary of Strawberry Patch, has done extensive research on the area and says 
there used to be a stand of trees on what used to be called "Carpenter Square", 
near where the traffic islands are today. The trees, he said, will be a winter 
windbreak, a source of summer shade, and a noise absorber for the nearby Church 
and neighborhood .• 

So co~e and join us. DON'T FORGET YOUR HOES AND SHOVE~~!!! 

conUnued 
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NEIGF.BORHOOD NEEDS ASSESSMENT 

We would like to thank all our friends and neighbors who responded to the re­
cent study done by the Drake Neighborhood Association. Over 4oo surveys 
were distributed among area residents and a little over 300 were recovered. 
This is a fantastic response rate and we couldn't have done it ~thout your 
support. The results of the data collected are being tabulated and will b~ 
published in the next newsletter. Thanks again for you cooperation!! 

DAISY DAYS LITTER CAMPAIGN 

Once again we feel it is necessary to give recognition to those who worked so 
hard to see that our area remains an example for the rest of the city. April 
Lth was a cold and rainy day, in fact, it was down right nasty. However, our 
block leaders were out there cleaning up the neighborhood. The block lead~rs 
that participated were as follows: 

Neal Stiwell 
Flonda Jones 
Doug Sanders 
Beverly HcDowell 
Gladys Burkhead 
Dan Williams 
John Neubauer 

Thanks Folks! ! ! Thanks Folks!!! 

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH PROGRAM 

Thanks Folks: : ! 

Our first watch program was a tremendous success. Bill Pike and Eleanor Ashman, 
recruited over 66% of their neighborhood. Because of this effort, the Des ~~ines 
poli_ce department will be . placing a sign on the corner of 29th and Franklin, 
designating the area as "watched" by concerned citizens. \ole feel this is quite 
an honor and says something about the residents. 

The next neighborhood watch will be at Paul and Bertha Spiller•·s. The van will 
be on the corner of 26th and Wrenwood at 7:00 p.m. on May 11th. Please make 
a note of this date and try to attend. The Spillers can use the support and 
it would be nice to see another sign on the corner or 26th. 

r 

LOGO CO~TEST WINNER DECLARED . 

CONGRATULATIONS Mickey Carlson on the fine job. We really appreciate the 
work you put into the Drake Neighborhood Association "lo~o". The second 
place winner . was Larry Cunning, our Pres.ident, and we appreciate his efforts 
too. Thanks to both of you. 

Please drop a line to Stephanie Furstenau at 2600 Kingman or call Ellie 
at 271-3426 if you have anything you feel should be added to the newsletter. 
You can also write to: 
Drake Neighborhood Association 
% Drake University . 
1422 27th Street 
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.VEIG/!8C'Rif000 ."JEEVS ASSESSHEffr PUBLISHED 

THINGS ARE BE'l'TER THAN ·YOU THINK {and look-ing up) ! ! 

Hnen Drake students Lettie Prell and Jon I.ande began a survey of neip;~bor~ood 
needs last winter, they expected to find residents with an undesirable ime.pe 
of the Drake neiP,hborhood, many serious social problems, and a lack of sup­
port ·for local businesses. But when they finished, their study shoved ver~ 
different results. 

Their recently published "Community Needs Assessment of the Drake Neip.:hborhood" 
found that most residents liked the _neighborhood, perceived few problems, and 
shop~ed regularl~ at local businesses. The study was done ~or t~e ~r~ke :reiph­
borhood Associ~tion. 

!·!ore than 300 house~olds in the Drake area returned hand-delivered surveys. 
The survey estimated that 3500 people are residents within the boundaries of 
the Association. 

TS ~ surveyed felt t~e neighborhood was ~ friendly place to liv~. 7h; h~d 
pride in the neiehborhood. 60% thoup,ht the residential are~ wa s attrac~ive. 
Rut half believed the area was p,oinr.; "downhill". 

It was this a!>parent "downhill" 
!>rovement projects were needed. 
socializin~ onnortunities. 60~ 
housing was a major !>roblem and 

feelin~ that led 76r, to feel nei~~horhood in­
Almost half wanted to see more errrplo~ment Rnc 

thouP,ht housing was a minor nrobler.. 2~ ~ felt 
only 11% felt thA.t housinp; was anequa.te. 

Crime was the ~reatest concern to residents. 80% considered. cri~e a nroblen -
40~ a serious ;ne and 40~ a minor one. Another apparent p~oblen to 5?.~ o~ the 
population surveyed was lack of services to the elderly. A relatively lRrf-e 
411 said they did not know if this was a !>roblem. This could. point to· the 
lack of contact between people in the area. 

75~ felt co~~unity apathy was a probl~m, making it the second r.;rea.test con-
1-------c_e_rn. 

Alt~ough G2% of residents do most of their shoppin~ at shoppin~ malls, al­
most three fourths shop locally once a week or more. Convenience was the 
bigeest asset of local businesses. A majority were satisfied with parkinp, 
facilities and shopping hours. 70~ felt local businesses carried the !>ro­
ducts they needed. 75% considered !>roduct quality satisfactory. ¥.owever, 
alnost half felt the local business areas were unattractive. 

The Association board of directors felt the study confirmed many assumptions 
it has ronde vver the past two years. The Drake students are t o b e conrnended 
fo~ their efforts. 



( 

PAD':'I~TG YOUP. HOUf'iE - "PAINTED LADIES'' STYLE 

':'oo often ,.,.hen planninp: to repaint our homes, we think "what's the c.uickest 
way to ~et this job done". Society's gradual slippap.e into ~aralyzir.p laz­
iness increasingly robs us .of a creative and rewarding an~roach to work. Af­
ter ~11, isn't it much easier to just hire a painter to spray it ( that is, if 
our houses have not already been covered over with sidinp. or plywood). 

contfnu&d 
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Consider an old fashioned alternative this summer - one that can be ~ersonallv 
satisfying and give our ne~ghborhood a distinct look. Paint your home in 
''painted lady'' style. The phrase "painted lady" is a historic one describin~ 
San Francisco's Victorian buildings. ~bre than 100 years ap,o San Franciscans 
~auld accent and hir,hlight the trim of their Victorian homes ~ith 3 or L dif­
ferent colors of paint. Sometimes the effect ~auld be subtle, sonetines p,audy. 

A recent book entitled Painted Ladies by Baer, .Pomada and Larsen (published by 
E.P. Dutton, Ne~ York) features photos of "San Francisco's resnlendent Victor­
ians". During the past t~enty years there has· been a. resurP,ence in San ~an­
cisco of this almost lost art of house painting. 

The homes in our neighborhood are not the elegant·Victorians sho~n in ~ainten 
Ladies. Ho~ever, their trim, lines, and features could be handsomely hi~h­
li~hted in this style nonetheless. 

One ~ord of caution though. Drake professor Gerry Wilson reminds us that this 
neighborhood's architecture is much plainer and simpler than the fan ~ranciscan 
Victorians. The highlighting should be done subtly. Care shoulr. be t~~en to 
avoid gaudy, clashing colors. 

Keep your eye on 2702 Cottage Grove Avenue this summer. Apartment o~er and 
businessman Gene Hiskey plans to paint this structure "painted lady" style. 

A reminder to take advantage of the Io~a Paint discount prof,ram this year. 
It expires December 31, 1981 • 

FOR THE YARDS 

Dressing our yards ~ith constant care is just as important as hiP,hliF,hting our 
homes. Our attitudes toward ourselves and community are often revealed by the 
appearance of our yards. An unkempt la~ may reflect contempt just as bright 
flo~er heds may beam forth the pride that lives inside. And, ·ror all those 
people ~ho own property in our neighborhood, but live in the suburbs - let 
them kno~ ~e care about their homes and yards too. 

IT 1 S 'I'EE FALLFEST ~0\-l 

------··------------·-------------

Having chaneed its name and outlook, our annual neighborhood fall festival 
Se~tember 19 is goinR to be better than ever. It's now called the ~allfest -
not OK~03:.R~EST - and it is goine to be directed mainly at our o~n nei~hborhood. 
·.:e:-:1bers of the Fallfest Committee - by the way, anybody can join - felt that 
our first priority should be to unify our o~n neiP>hborhood. So ~e're not 
shooting for a city-~ide festival, like ~e did last year. The ~allfest ~ill ~e 
loads of fun, but best of all, it ~ill builQ up neiehbortood nride and ~wareness . 

Or.e of the most important functions ~rior to the Fallfest will be a neiP.hbor­
hood waH:. He '11 get lots of teams of two or three people e.nd assiP"n therr. to 
actually Y.nock on doors throue:hout the entire neir,hborhood. The "'aH:ers ~i] 1 
pass out r.embership cards and ur~e everyone to come to the festival. The 
neighborhood ~alk ~ill occur early in Septer.iber. 1de need LO~S 0~\~C?_Ltr.~~BS. 



..rte COI!1!1lttee :natte anotner maJor cnan~r,e as we~~. -~·n~s ye~-:~. J.. uuv vl,v 

to sell beer. It's just too expensive and many people on the Co~.ittee just 
didn't want to bother with it. Folks who would like alcholic refresh~ents will 
be invited to stroll ' to nearby pubs on University Avenue. 

Remember, the ~allfest will be held at 
out locations for various activities. 
entertainment, crafts and food. Bring 
don't forget, we'll be sellin~ hundred 

Drake Park, where we've already staked 
There will be ~~es for Y.ids and adults, 
a sack lunch and your lawnchairs. And 
of flower bulbs of all kinds. • 

- - - ------
BOX SOCIAL 

The box social was a smash hit!! Instead of the usual potluck dinner, about 
35 neighbor~ood residents convened at the Crestwood Baptist Church on V~y 1st 
and had an old fashioned box social. ~~. C.W. Perkins, a professional auction­
eer, handled our crowd as if he had been a lifelon_g neighborhood resident and 
friend. You should have seen the brightly wrapped sacks and boxes of all kinds 
of tasty ~orsels. Not only was it a fun change of pace, but we raised S125.00 
toward the Fallfest. It was such a success that we hope to have another one 
real soon. 

?O':'LUC:<.: 

The next potluck and p,eneral menbership meetinp, will be held on June ~n at 
St. LuY:e's :.;piscopal Church, 3421~ Forest, at 6:30pm. Alonp; vit!'. the not­
luck dinner there will be a plant sale and a white elephant sale. ~rin~ 
your plants and odds and ends and hel~ nake this evenin~ a success. John 
Neubauer will be giving a presentation on the "historical si p;ni~icance" of • 
our nei ghborhood. The presentation will be based on the findinps of the 
historical research co~ittee. 

------------------ ---------------·----- -- -·- --
ICF. CREA~'I SOCIAL 

~ere will be an Ice Cream social on July 30th. Persons are invited to brinp. 
cakes, pies, or candy. The proceeds from this event will P-O to the Fallfest 
celebration. !-fembers will be notified of. the location and time. A Col'TD:'littee 
is presently working out the details for this event. 

SAYillG GOOD-BY 

The CETA contract will end effectively June 12. At that time, Dan Williams and I 
will not be employed by the Drake Neighborhood Association. not~ Dan and I have 
enjoyed working for the Association and we wish all of you luc·k in vour future • 
endeavors. You have a strong organization with many hard-workinr a~d carinf. 
individuals. Keep up the good work and we'll keep in touch. If we can ever be 
of help in the future, don't hesitate to give us a call. 

If you have anything you feel should be added to the newsletter, please drop 
a line to Stephanie Furstenau at 2600 Kingman or contact John Neubauer at 
255-9934. 
You can also write to: · 

Drake Heighborhood Association 
1422 ?.7th Street 
Des t'.oines ., Iowa 50311 

• 
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----------- ----'------------------------------ ---------
The Association's business improvement comnittee is ur~ing i~~ediate forr.ulation P-nd im­
plel'!'er:-:e.tion of '1 neic.hborhood business r~vi tA.li zation :prop;ran. ':'he Study cor.lr"i ttee heA.d­
ed by boerd r.er.ber Rod ::>.:10eds (owner of Johnson's Clothine:) concluded ''t~ere is g. clear 
nn~ rressi~P. need to initinte e cooperative revitalization effort a~on~ busin~sses in tr.~ 

Pniversit:' I'lece ;reirhborhood". 

T~e co~ittee ~e~ort noted thet t~e snell business comnunity has historically been en ~s­
sentiel inrredie~t to t~e area's strength and vitality. It contended t~at ef~orts to re­
vitA.lize residential areas cannot succeed without a corres~ondinp; effort amon~ the c~sinesses. 

T!'le co~r.:ittee sun:t:ested a. cooperative revitA.lization prop;rRr.l amon~ businesses in the Univer­
sity SQuare anc t~~ Forest-!Iardinp; districts elon~ with those businesses tucYed ~~on:- homes 
in -:he nei r:hborhood. The progran bein~ planned includes: 

* Formulation of a non-profit neiehborhood business develop~ent cor~oration; 
* Develo~~ent of short-term and lone-term revitalization blue~rints: 
* P'.lbli shinp: a University Place 3usiness Director:r; 
* ~:e gotia. tin!": the availability of tax abatement and low-interest, lonp:-term 

financinp,; and 
~ !-:e.rl:eting strategies to attract new and complementary businE-sses. 

The col'!'~ittee ex~ects the first concrete steps in this ' effort to be take~ in the next few 
months. 

-------- - - - ------- ---:--------------------
A local cheritable trust hes recently doneted $200 for ":public tree plq,nti~c," in t':e ~eiP"h­
horhood. A letter fror.t its trustee stated. "I have read with interest ''hat your '!ssociP.tion 
r.es been coin.c: in your neie;hborhood and I especially ap!Jreciate :rour ::ree nlantin~: ~ro,Ject". 
The letter as}:ed that the donor remain anonynous. 

vou "'ill rer.~:n~er that last sprine: more the.n ho Association members t:tn~ · resir.er.ts !1l .<t~ter. 
} ~') ches::u:. encl. walnut trees on ·traffic islands historically known as Carner.ter ;.r,u~r~. 

':"'he reforeste.tion proJect was s!_)onsored and finenced by a nei(":hbor::oorl nor:·-nrofi t n-oup call­
ed. t:1e Strawberr:r !'etch. 

;1onors to the Strewherry Patch have asked not to be reimbursed. from the trustee's pift. 'They 
h~ve reQuested the Association apply the t-200 toward the next tree nlantinr prcject. !'lens 
are elrea.r.y ur.nen:e.y to plant flowerin~ trees next sprinp; elonr: i\infMan :!Hvd. e.n:i in Dre.Y.e 
T'a.rY.. ~!'le ;3ouleva r<ll-:art (an Antique shop at 2Rth .•, Kingman) hA.s heen collectinr: rlonP.tions 
for the :anp.nP.l"'. trees since May. 

As for t::e Carpenter 8 o_u~.re trees, more than 90~ of those !_lla.nted '!re ~.eel t'w, he"~? Rnrl 
gr owing . 



------~--------------------------------· ·----- - - ··--------

P.!STOR!C !o'OOT:TO'!'F 0~1 CARPF.NTr.R f-~UATIE 

Ce.rn~nte~ Po.urre .,.,P.s sold to the City for ~1 in 1F39S on one cone!i tio;1. ':'~e C~r'!"e!:ter SCluP..re 
Lg.!'lc anc Par'!': Con!'P..n:r accordinp: to Cit:r record~ stipulated tr.e.t ''it he use~ as a flu'tlic ne.rr.-", 
'.:1:e ln.r:d holdir.r. con!''lr.;r mls ins!Jired by !'lra.l:e ~ounc!er and first chenc-:!llor G~orl"e Cer='en' 
It va~ one of r~n:r in ~is lep,ac:r of contril:utions to t!!e Universitv, t~e nei('J'hbor~ood, nnd 
t~e Cit~'. 

CRr~er.ter s~u~re w~en sold to the City vas en unbroken trianp,le bounde~ at 2hth b~ t:inp.man. 
Cotte.~e ~rove e.r.d ~5th Streets. The Citv honored the deed stinu~tior. ~or ~0 ve~rs r.ain-, .. ·. . 
te.inir.<: t~e fr:.ue..re c.s a nublic pe.rk. Trees, ve.H:-.,.rays, benches ann a fountain vere all 
~art o~ its co~~e.ct beauty. 

Carpenter's vision vanished with the cominp, of the freeway. Public ~lanners insisted that 

Cotta. r,e ~rove he videned to a.ccornodate increasen traffic flow exitin~ the ~reewav. 

---- --- - ·- - -----



(',overnment officials cast aside their ar;reement ·made vi th the lan(i co!':lpe.n;r. Carpenter Square 
vas strip~ed and cissected· into foUr traffic islands. 

~e City lind StP.te then paid further respect to Carpenter. They leveled the house built fm. 
his vife Henrietta. It had stood e.lonp;side the Gquare at 24th & KinP')'IIan . 

• FALLFEST UPDATE t ' ,; 
. ' ' 

• 

• 

Don't forget to r.:arY. your · calendars .for Sept. 19th •. The Drake Neir,hbor,hood Association's 
~sllfest vill be held that Saturday from noon until 6:00 at Drake P~rY.. 

J:ere's an U?de.te fron the Fallfest Co~ittee: Thin~s are startinP. to fall into nlace as th~ 
festival dr~~s nesr.- As you Y.now, one of the hip;hlights of t~e fest will be a garden bulb 
sale. 1:!e 've placed a special order for imported bulbs throurr,h :F:a.rl ''a;r Garden Ce:1ter. ~ole' 11 
~live tulips, de.r'fodils, e.nd crocuses. You'll have several opportunies to orrler you!' supply 
~efore the fest, a:1d it may not be a bad idea to do so, since the supnly is limited. 

?ntertainnent is takinr; shape too. Ozzie Izzard-the Hizzard, a rP.al crovc pleas"!r for the 
Y.ids, vill be there, as well as Ellie's country-,vestern bantl, The ~oadJ'!lR.sters. •,.re 1 re also 
lininr. u~ folk ~rou~s. the New Life Singers, square dancers and ~uch r.:ore. ~ere will be 
all sorts of r,ar.:es and contests for the kids, a round-robbin softbe.ll tournrur.ent with church 
tea~s, end lots of pood things to eat. And. thanks to the Calico P.a.inbo~ 0uilt Sho?, the!'e 
wi 11 be hand-r.:acle c:_uil ts on display fron throu.~!:out the midwest. 

l,not!"ler ~!'eci e.l !'ea.ture of the Fall fest will be a. be.ke sale with the :;1roceeds p:oin{" to defray 
t'1e costs e.nd t o ;;J eet other expenses. He need bakers!! Cookies, p ies, b reP.rl, cakes ,--you 
T:now, the stanrl r:~. rr.. list of ,r.oodies. Brine your baked goods to the fest or drop th~r. off 
~~.-o or t::ree c: ?..~'~ r>..:-,e ad R.t Kathy t·!ullins 1 house, 1133 37th Street. 

T:'<tll fest Volunteers, :re;J "vre need 1 em. The Fall fest CaMilli ttee has b eer. >mr:·:i::f" fo!' r-:my · 
~-o-:-~t~~s- -~o-:..,..-,-and- ~,-e-'-re at the sta~Y,e where '"e've got to line up the ,,..orkers so thP..t our 
nei !l:r.borhoocl's festival will be a smashing success. So •.. , we need ~re.lke!'s for t~e J 2t'h A.nd 
'l.ll s orts o f ~~el~ers for the day of the festival - baY.ers, sP..lesren, p,r•.r:es !"l~l;,ers. n~onle 

to rrin; live 7'1lants for our :!,)lant· sale, and set-up ~eo~le. 

~is :ref!.:=- ,_.e "v:~nt to ms.ke sure the whole nei ,o;hborhood turns out C!.nc! one of our -:1ub lici t:v ef­
fo!'ts 'Will be ~ . ' 'nei p-::bo!'hood Halk" on September 12, the week before. :Pl~as~ .loin us!!! 
Vcluntee!'s call 7oni H1:1.yes or Diane Hunns at 27<1-1%0 or 27C')-T~61 eve::ir.rs. 

A:1y artists O!' cra ftsr..en v'ho'd like to join the arts t1 crafts sale e.re urr:efl. to contact 
~~onda ! ~lle!', 279-10 92, a s soon as possible. 

------------·-----·---- --. · ··- ··- ···- -- ·--

----------------·-------------------
r 

':'he Ice Crean Social Tl:ursday July 30th Rt 7:00 pm promises to be thf;! :nei.P:hborhood event of 
the sun.~er. 3rinr: your pies, cakes·, or candies · to the lawn of the rrrace :~ethodist Church 
(37th ~ Cotta.f: e G!'ove). There will be live entertainment "vrit~ :r>roceeds r:oink to the ::'all fest . 

Any ~uest!ons or co~ents? Contact John Neubauer (255-9934) or Gladys BurY.heP..d (255-(6~G). 

---------- -~--·-- ---------------

. . . ~ ... 
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CO~"'~ITTEE URGES ?rEIGEB ORHOOD BUSIUESS REVITALIZATION 

VOLUME I 
NlJMBER VII -·- ------·----

---------
The Association's business improvement comMittee is ur~ing i~~ediate forrulation P-nd im­
ple!'!'er.te.tion of a. neiehborhood business revitR.lization prop;raM. ':'he Study coMl"ittee head­
ed by boe.rd r:er.ber Rod ::>.:10e.ds (owner of Johnson's Clothine,:) concluded ''t~ere is a clear 
nnr rressi~p, need to initiate a cooperative revitalization effort a~on~ businesses in tr.~ 
Fni versi t:r Place ;reir,hborhood". 

T~e co~ittee ~e~ort noted the.t t~e SMall business comMunity hR.s historically been e.~ es­
sential inrredie~t to the area's ·strength and vitality. It contended that ef~orts to re­
vitR.lize residential areas cannot succeed without a correspondinp; effort amon~ the businesses. 

The co~nittee su~rested a. cooperative revitalization prop;rrun amone businesses in the Univer­
sity Square e.nc t~e Forest-!Iardinp; districts e.lonf:- with t~ose businesses tucY:ed a.,..,onr- homes 
in the neighborhood. The prograM being planned includes: 

* Formulation of a non-profit neiehborhood business developMent corporation; 
* Develo~~ent of short-term and long-term revitalization blueprints: 
* P'.lblishinp; a University Place :!3usiness Directory; 
* !:egotiatinp the availability of tax abatement and low-interest, lonr,-term 

financing; and 
* !-ie.r}:eting strategies to attract new and complementary businE-sses. 

The COT!'~ittee ex,ects the first concrete steps in this effort to be take~ in the next few 
months. 

--------------------,...------------------
.r.. local che.ri table trust has recently done. ted s~oo for "public tree phnti :np:" in t~e !!eip-h­
horhood. A letter frorn its trustee stated. "I have read with interest '"hat vour associe.tion 
he.s been coin~ in your neiehborhood and I especially ap!>recia.te ~rour tree n.lantinl'; }1ro.1ect". 
The letter as}:ed that the donor remain anonymous. 



~ou ~ill re~~mber that last sprin~ more than ho Association members an~ · resif.er.ts ~lanterl 
1;0 chesnu~ and walnut trees on traffic islands historically known as CarnentP.r S~uar~. 
The reforeste.tion }Jro,1 ect was s~onsored and financed by a neip.hbor!:oorl non·- nrofi t p-roup call­
ed t~l!~ Strawherr:r ?etch. 

:1onors to t hP. Strawherry Patch have asked not to be reimbursed. from the trustee's p;ift. They 
h~ve requested the Association apply the $200 toward the next tree nlantinr proje~t. Plans 
are alrenr.y ur.der~a~ to plant flowerine trees next sprinp, alonr. Kinrman 3lvd. an~ in Drake 
Par}:. ':'he ~oulevaru r.:art (an Antique shop at 28th ·" Kingman) has he en collectinp: donations 
for the :~in f,ME'.r. trees since May. 

/\s for t!:e Carpenter So_ua.re trees, more than 90~ of those planted 11re r.ea.l t'~w, ha.:o~;r Rnd 
- - · .... ..! -
~ J.U"'.J.U !;' • 

------~----------------------------------------·· ·---

P.ISTOP.IC FOOT:TO~F. O!T CJ..RPF.NTr.R f-~UARE 

Carn!nte~ PouPre was sold to the City for ~1 in 1~9g on one conditio~. ~he Ce.r~e~ter ~ouare 
• La'!1d a.nc ParY: ConT>any Rccordinr: to City recorda stipulated tr.at ''it he used as a 11u'hlic nark". 

':1:e land holdir.r coniJar.;r '..a.s ins!lired by Dral:e !'ounder and first chanc~llor Georl":e Carpenter. 
It was one of r~n~r in tis lep,acy of contributions to t~e Universitv, the nei~hborhood, nnd 
t~e Cit~'. 

Car~er.ter Scue.re when sold to the City was an unbroken trianr,le bounden at 2hth b~ ~inp.man, 
Cotta~e ~rove ~nd ~5~h Streets. The City honored the deed stipu~tion for ~0 years nain­
te.inir..<: the fr:.uare c.s a nublic park. Trees' walk-'\-rays' benches and a fountain were all 
?art o~ its co~~act beauty. 

Carpenter's vision vanished with the cominp, of the freeway. Public ~lanners insisted that 

Cottace ~rove he widened tg &scgmgdatc increasPd traffic flow exitinr the freew~ . • 



f 

ent officials cast aside their ar.reement made with the lan~ conpan~r. Carpenter Square 
strip:r>ed and C.issected' .into four traffic islands. 

City and State then paid further respect to Carpenter. They leveled the house built fo1 
wife Henrietta. It had stood a.lonp;side the Gqua.re at 24th & Kinv,ma.n. 

FALLFEST UPDATE 

Don't forget to ~ark your calendars tor Sept. 19th •. The Drake Neighbor~ood Association's 
Fallfest will be held that Saturday from noon until 6:00 at Drake P~rk. 

l:ere's an U?dete fron the Fallfest Co~ittee: Thin~s are sta.rtin~ to fell into ~lace a.s th~ 
festival dr~ws near.· As you know, one of the highlights of the fest will be a. ~arden bulb 
s~le. t:!e 've placed a special order for im!)orted bulbs throur;h :F:arl ''a~.r Garden Center. ~ve' 11 
have tulips, daffodils, and crocuses. You'll have several opportunies to orner your supply 
~efore the fest, and it may not be a bad idea to do so, since the supnly is limited. 

?nterta.innent is takinr; shape too. Ozzie Izzard-the Hizzards a real cro..,rd :nleaser for the 
kids, will be there, as well as Ellie's country-western ban~, The Poadrnasters. We're also 
lininr. u~ folk ~roups, the New Life Singers, square dancers and ~uch ~ore. There will be 
all sorts of ~aL.es end contests for the kids, a round-robbin softball tourna.nent with church 
tea~s. end lot~ of P.ood things to eat. And, thanks to the Calico Rainbo~ 0.uilt Sho!>, there 
will be hand-~ade ~uilts on display fran throu~hout the midwest . 

.r,nother s_!')ecia.l feature of the Fall fest will be e. bake sale with the proceeds p;oin{" to defray 
the costs a.nd to r;~eet other expenses. He need bakers!! Cookies, pies, brea.r1, ca.kes,--you 
t:now, th~ stanr1a.rr. list of p.:oodies. Brine your baked goods to the fest or crop th~T': off 
:1>0 or t~ree c!.?..:rs :>..l'1e a d at Kathy t·!ullins' house, 1133 37th Street. 

"='qll fest Volunteers, :re:! ve need 'ern. The Fa.llfest CaMilli ttee has been >mri-:i~r for :r.11.ny · 
~-o-r~ti;-s- -no-;.,.-, - and- -~,-e- 1 -re at the sta.p;e where ve 've got to line up the li'Orkers so thP..t our 
nei ~l:borhooil.'s festival will be a. Sl!'IAshing success. So •.. , we need ~-ra.lkers for the 12th and 
<tll sorts of ::el~ers for the da~r of the festival - bakers, SP..lesren, p:t>.r.es h~lners, !'JO.Onle 
to rrin"; live ;-> lt>.nts for our ~lant sale, and set-up !>eOI>le. 

~is :rP.?...r ''e ,,Ta.nt to r.1s.ke sure the whole nei,o;hborhood turns out e.nd one of our ~ubli ci t:v ef­
forts will 1>e ?.. ''neiv!:borhood Halk" on Septer.:ber 12, the week before. Pleas~ ,1oin us!!! 
Volunteers call '!'oni Heyes or Diane Hunns a.t 27()-1~60 or 27()-7361 eve~inrs. 

Any artists or cra.ftsl':'!en vho'd like to join the P.rts ~-- crafts sale a.re urr:eil. to contact 
?honda. r ~ller, 279-1092, as soon as I>OSsible. 

... - ---------------·---···---------- ------------·-----·-·---·--. · ··- ······- -----

---------·-------------------
,(" 

~e Ice Crean Social TJ:ursday July 30th at 7:00 ~promises to be the neiphborhood event of 

\ 

t'!1e sun.~er. 3rinc: your pies, cakes·, or candies to the lawn of the rrrace !~ethod ist Churc~ 
(37th~ Cotta.ge Grove). There vill be live entertainment '\-rlth !)roceeds e:oin~ to t'!1e ::'allfest. 

Any ~uestions or conr.1ents? Contact John Neubauer (255-9934) or Gladys BurkheP..d (255-66(;6) • 

. . 
: 
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CITY COUNCIL "CANDIDATE FORUM" OCTOBER 29 at GRACE METHODIST 

VOLUHE I 
NUMBER IX 

The October potluck program will feature the candidates for City Council. City Council 
elections for three positions are to be held in early November. All candidates for 
the three seats have been invited to make a five minute presentation. Their presentations 
will be followed by a 30 minute question and answer period. The six candidates have 
already consented to attend the "Candidate Forum." 

First Ward Council Member Elaine Szymoniak is being challenged by Dennis McDonald. Third 
Ward Councilman George Nahas is being challenged by Rosemarie Ward. At Large Council­
man George Flagg is ~eing challenged by Fred Gering. 

The Association ~ust work more closely with City Council members than any other elected 
officials. They are often in positions to pass judgment on neighborhood revitalization 
efforts. The "Forum" is an opportunity for Association members to consider which 
candidates should be elected. 

Bring a friend or more. Be at Grace.Meth?dist Church by 6 p.m. Thursday, October 29 
for the potluck. The "Forum" beg ins at 7:30 p.m. 

A TIME TO ACT - A C011HITTEE TO CHOOSE 

Few are willing to stand in the way of a boulder rolling down a mountainside. The 
Association did. In 1978 R. L. Polk studies cited the eastern half of our neighbor­
hood as the "most rapidly deteriorating" area in the city and gathering momentum. 
Most agree that today the deterioration has stopped. 



The more difficult cltallenge lies not in stopping the boulder, but in pushing it back 
to its pinnacle, which is what the Association faces next. 

A few trees avd flowers have been planted. The ~.vhole neighborhood must be planted and 
nurtured. A few homes have been painted. Every building must be repaired and restored. 
Crime has been chased from a few blocks. It must be chased from the neighborhood. 
Ten percent of the residents have been involved; 100% must be. 

Eaeh of the newly installed board members has consented to work on at least two 
- - c.ommittees during the next si.xteen months. Their .appointments will be announced at 

the October potluck. 

Your turn now. Following is a list of the standing committees and their mission. 

CRIME PREVENTION must organize and implement a block by block neighborhood watch 
program and assess the feasibility of a neighborhood patrol. 

HISTORIC must complete research on the University Place historic district for book 
publication and preparation ~f National Register application. Must also build neigh­
borhood historic library and assess other potential historic districts eligible. 

SPECIAL EVENTS must continue planning and sponsoring neighborhood events which build 
spirit and pride. 

CONTINUED 



MEMBERSHIP must make contact with 100% of the area 1s residents~ solicit new member­
ships and maintain current membership records. 

CO}~JNICATIONS must maintain telephone and written communications to members regarding 
Association affairs. 

BEAUTIFICATION must organize a Garden Club and plan and implement area-wide beautification 
projects. 

3USINESS REVITALIZATION must offer liaison and support activities to the Associ-
2~ion's new sister corporation - the University Place Commerce Company. 

H0ME IMPROVEMENTS must encourage and catalog home improvement efforts and arrange 
for cooperative member discounts for home improvement materials. 

Ponder, then proceed please-to choose your area of involvement with us for the next 
16 months. For the real pinnacle is the quiet satisfaction that we did it. 

Committee sign-up sheets will be available at the potluck. 

FALLFEST 1981 

Fallfest --what a success! More than 500 people were able to attend our fall festival 
at Drake Park on Saturday the 19th of September. Drake Park was alive with people 
enjoying a smashing early fall afternoon. It's hard to pick out a "best moment", 
since there are so many to choose from. Maybe it was right at the beginning, when 
the kids parade kicked things off - the first half bolting way out front and the other 
half strolling at a leisurely pace. Maybe it was over in the arts corner, where kids 
made such a run on paint and other supplies that they had to close-up shop a couple of 
hours ahead of time. Or maybe it was the superb entertainment, or the volleyball 
round robin, or the garden bulb sale, or .... the possibilities are endless; and how 
about that bake sale!! Thanks to dozens of cooks in dozens of kitchens all over the 
neighborhood, we had scores of offerings, and .we sold every loaf of bread, every 
brownie and every last cookie. It was the difference in breaking even and making a 
little seed money for next year's Fest. The list of "thank yous" could go on forever, 
especially the volunteers and the Fallfest Committee chaired by Toni Hayes and Diane 
Munns, deserve special applause. 

It was a terrific neighborhood event and we look forward to Fallfest II. Could we have 
had such an event in Drake Park four years ago? 

A RUMMAGE SALE 

The Cottage Grove Presbyterian Church has asked us to announce their all day 
sale- Saturday, October 31 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Lunch wiJl be available. 
church is located at the corner of 24th and Cottage Grove. 

rummage 
The 

If your church or group has an announcement of neighborhood interest for "Neighborhood 
News", call Gladys (255-6666) or write c/o 1107 27th Street, 50311. Submission 
deadline is the lOth of each month. Publication is usually by the 25th of each month. 
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"Now I know how it must feel to win an Academy Award", stated board member Gladys 
Burkhead . "I was so excited", said former President Larry Cunning, "that I didn't even 
hear the band playing". 

It may not have been the Academy Awards, but it was a band saluting the Association's 
first place award from the Iowa Community Betterment Program. Burkhead, Cunning and 
Faye Vilimek received a plaque and $500 check on behalf of the Association from the 
Govenor early last month. It was a high point for us all . ' 

The Association was judged to have made the most progress in improving an Iowa urban 
neighborhood during the past . year. Twelve neighborhoods statewide competed in the 
contest sponsored by the Iowa Development Commission. 

Last summer the Association submitted a 50 page documentary of its efforts to the State 
Commission . In particular, the document cited the Association's flower and tree plantings, 
neighborhood historic research, plans for crime prevention programs and plans for 
business district revitalization. It included letters of acknowledgement from State 
Representative Larry Pope who described the Association's efforts as "impressive"; 
from Councilman George Nahas who described Association projects as "a compliment to our 
city"; and from City Planning Director Robert Mickle \vho described our historic research 
project as " excellent, far more detailed than that found ' in surveys cos ting thousands of 
dollars" . 

~~sed on the document and subsequent interviews this fall with Association board members , 
_ne State judges made their decision . It was only three years ago that R. L. Polk 
studies done for the City cited the Drake area as the most rapidly deteriorating area of 
the City. And those who most helped bring about this turn-around?Govenor Ray also 
presented "Outstanding Leadership Awards" to Gladys Burkhead and Larry Cunning. 



Last month the state office for the Federal Agency ACTION notified the Association that 
its proposal for funding two VISTA workers had been approved . 

ACTION is an umbrella federal agency that houses programs like Peace Corps and Foster 
Grandparents (Nancy Reagan's favorite). The VISTA program is the Peace Corps' domestic 
cousin. VISTA volunteers work for subsistence wages to help urban or rural communities 
solve particular problems facing them. 

Using this grant the Association plans to hire two people who will initially help to 
organize our block-by~block crime prevention programs . The one year job pays $365 per 
month plus a $900 bonus at the year 's end . 

A Personnel Committee consisting of Reverend Wayne Shoemaker, Pauline Morrison and Gladys 
Burkhead has been appointed to find and hire the two VISTAs . If you know someone who 
might like to work long hours at low pay for intangible rewards, please have them write a 
letter to the Association, c/o 1107 27th Street, 50311. Preference will be given to 
residents within the Association's area . The jobs ·are crucial and need to be filled with 
the most dedicated people we can find. The success of our crime prevention efforts rests 
in part on these VISTA people. 



Neighborhood News 
continued! 2 

LET'S MMZE A DEAL ... TO KEEP THE FOOT PA!ROL 

News in October that the Police Department's Foot Patrol was to be reduced in our neigh­
borhood has caused widespread concern within the Association . The Foot Patrol cutback 
is effective December 1. The Association board is asking the City Council to reconsider. 

Specifically the board proposes a two year contract with the City . A letter sent to the 
Council November 19 asks that the Foot Patrol night duty remain in tact while the 
Association organizes a four point crime prevention program. The City Council is 
scheduled to consider the contract proposal at its December 7 meeting. Tune in to the 
Council meeting on cable TV. 

"DOGTOWN" DIES; "UNIVERSITY SQUARE" CHRISTENED 

For years the historic business district east of the campus has been affectionately 
tagged as "Dogtown". As slow decline settled upon the district as well as the neighborhood, 
it seemed as if the tag had outlived its useful life. Area business leaders agreed . 
"Dogtown" has been retired and installed in its place a newly christened "University Square". 

The renaming of the University Square business district is just the beginning of dramatic 
changes being planned for the business districts along Forest, Harding and University . 
Area business leaders came together last month to form the University Place Commerce 
Company - a non-profit corporation whose purpose is to revitalize the business community 
within the Drake nei ghborhood area. It intends to function like an independent neighbor­
hood chamber of commerce. Dr . Bruce Heilman of the Forest Avenue Dentists has been 
elected president. 

Planning is already underway for a University Square face-lift next year and a similar 
one in the Forest-Harding business district the following year. Substantial monies have 
been pledged by key institutions and area businesses for these efforts . More about the 
new Commerce Company in future additions. 

For now, University Square businesses have asked us to announce that they will be open 
evenings until 9 p.m. during the week preceding Christmas . It ' s time to start getting 
better acquainted with all the businesses in the Drake area. Let them know you support 
them and the efforts of University Place Commerce Company . 



"OLD HOUSE JOURNAL" FOR OLD HOUSE REPAIRS 

The "Old House Journal" is for those who love their old homes. It is a marvelous monthly 
newsletter full of techniques to repair and restore old homes like ours. The Journal 
provides low cost ideas (and expensive ones too) to pamper and care for your aging shelter. 
Interested? We hope so. Editors of this national publication are offering to share-any 
new subscription fees with the Association . A worthy Christmas present indeed . For more 
information, contact the Association-'s Historic Committee chair Linda Bender - 255- 2426. 

NEIGHBORHOOD STOREFRONT COMING 

Drake University has agreed to consider the possibility of making available rent-free 
space (the old Post Office at 1155 24th) sometime next year for use as a storefront for 
neighborhood revitalization efforts. While the details are still being worked out, the 
likelihood of its conversion from a storage facility to a neighborhood nerve center is an 
exciting one. 

We have much to be thankful for and much to look forward to. The care and concern 
generated among us - large and small alike - is a source of continuing pride. Until 
next year . . . 
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"Now I know how it must feel to win an Academy Award", stated board member Gladys 
Burkhead. "I was so excited", said former President Larry Cunning, "that I didn't even 
hear the band playing" . 

It may not have been the Academy Awards, but it was a band saluting the Association's 
first place award from the Iowa Community Betterment Program. Burkhead, Cunning and 
Faye Vilimek received a plaque and $500 check on behalf of the Association from the 
Govenor early last month. It was a high point for us all. 

The Association was judged to have made the most progress in improving an Iowa urban 
neighborhood during the past . year. Twelve neighborhoods statewide competed in the 
contest sponsored by the Iowa Development Commission. 

Last summer the Association submitted a SO page documentary of its efforts to the State 
Commission. In particular, the document cited the Association's flower and tree plantings, 
neighborhood historic research, plans for crime prevention programs and plans for 
business district revitalization. It included letters of acknowledgement from State 
Representative Larry Pope who described the Association's efforts as "impressive"; 
from Councilman George Nahas who described Association projects as "a compliment to our 
city"; and from City Planning Director Robert Mickle who described our historic research 
project as "excellent, far more detailed than that found in surveys costing thousands of 
dollars". 

Based on the document and subsequent interviews this fall with Association board members, 
the State judges made their decision. It was only three years ago that R. L. Polk 
studies done for the City cited the Drake area as the most rapidly deteriorating area of 
the City. And those who most helped bring about this turn-around?Govenor Ray also 
presented "Outstanding Leadership Awards" to Gladys Burkhead and Larry Cunning. 



ASSOCIATION RECEIVES FEDERAL GRANT FOR "VISTAS" 

Last month the state office for the Federal Agency ACTION notified the Association that 
its proposal for funding two VISTA workers had been approved. 

ACTION is an umbrella federal agency that houses programs like Peace Corps and Foster 
Grandparents (Nancy Reagan's favorite). The VISTA program is the Peace Corps' domestic 
cousin. VISTA volunteers work for subsistence wages to help urban or rural communities 
solve particular problems facing them. 

Using this grant the Association plans to hire two people who will initially help to 
organize our block-by-block crime prevention programs. The one year job pays $365 per 
month plus a $900 bonus at the year's end. 

A Personnel Committee consisting of Reverend Wayne Shoemaker, Pauline Morrison and Gladys 
Burkhead has been appointed to find and hire the two VISTAs. If you know someone who 
might like to work long hours at low pay for intangible rewards, please have them write a 
letter to the Association, c/o 1107 27th Street, 50311. Preference will be given to 
residents within the Association's area. The jobs ·are crucial and need to be filled with 
the most dedicated people we can find. The success of our crime prevention efforts rests 
in part on these VISTA people. 



. 
Neighborhood News 

continued! 2 

LET'S MAJ<E A DEAL ... TO KEEP THE FOOT PATROL 

News in October that the Police Department's Foot Patrol was to be reduced in our neigh­
borhood has caused widespread concern within the Association. The Foot Patrol cutback 
is effective December l. TI1e Association board is asking the City Council to reconsider. 

Specifically the board proposes a two year contract with the City. A letter sent to the 
Council November 19 asks that the Foot Patrol night duty remain in tact while the 
Association organizes a four point crime prevention program. The City Council is 
scheduled to consider the contract proposal at its December 7 meeting. Tune in to the 
Council meeting on cable TV. 

"DOGTOWN" DIES; "UNIVERSITY SQUARE" CHRISTENED 

For years the historic business district east of the campus has been affectionately 
tagged as "Dogtown". As slow decline settled upon the district as well as the neighborhood, 
it seemed as if the tag had outlived its useful life. Area business leaders agreed. 
"Dogtown" has been retired and installed in its place a newly christened "University Square". 

The renaming of the University Square business district is just the beginning of dramatic 
changes being planned for the business districts along Forest, Harding and University. 
Area business leaders came together last month to form the University Place Commerce 
Company - a non-profit corporation whose purpose is to revitalize the business community 
within the Drake neighborhood area. It intends to function like an independent neighbor­
hood chamber of commerce. Dr. Bruce Heilman of the Forest Avenue Dentists has been 
elected president. 

Planning is already underway for a University Square face - lift next year and a similar 
one in the Forest-Harding business district .the following year . Substantial monies have 
been pledged by key institutions and area businesses for these efforts . More about the 
new Commerce Company in future additions. 

For now, University Square businesses have asked us to announce that they will be open 
evenings until 9 p.m. during the week preceding Christmas. It's time to start getting 
better acquainted with all the businesses in the Drake area . Let them know you support 
them and the efforts of University Place Commerce Company. 



"OLD HOUSE JOURNAL" FOR OLD HOUSE REPAIRS 

The "Old House Journal" is for those who love their old homes. It is a marvelous monthly 
newsletter full of techniques to repair and restore old homes like ours. The Journal 
provides low cost ideas (and expensive ones too) to pamper and care for your aging shelter. 
Interested? We hope so. Editors of this national publication are offering to share.any 
new subscription fees with the Association. A worthy Christmas present indeed . For more 
information, contact the Association-'s Historic Committee chair Linda Bender- 255-2426. 

NEIGHBORHOOD STOREFRONT COMING 

Drake University has agreed to consider the possibility of making available rent-free 
space (the old Post Office at 1155 24th) sometime next year for use as a storefront for 
neighborhood revitalization efforts. While the details are still being worked out, the 
likelihood of its cpnversion from a storage facility to a neighborhood nerve center is an 
exciting one. 

We have much to be thankful for and much to look forward to. The care and concern 
generated among us - large and small alike - is a source of continuing pride. Until 
next year . . . 
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