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NEW DRAKE PARK PLAYGROUND

Drake Park improvements have been a long term Association priority and
activity since 1980. 1In the 1970's Drake Park had become a focal point of area
crime, vandalism, and deterioration. Because the turn-of-the-century park sat
along the gateway to the neighborhood at 23rd and Cottage Grove Avenue, the
"turning around" of Drake Park was an obvious priority. (A brief history of

Drake Park excerpted from the book "FROM KEOKUK ON . . ." is included.)

A handful of Association members conducted weekly litter clean-ups of the
park in 1980. The following spring flowers were planted at the park's main
entrance. That fall daffodils were planted around the park's shelter. In 1982
Association volunteers (adults and children) painted the shelter, benches and
playground equipment with paint and supplies provided by the city's Parks
Department. That fall the city relocated 20 trees from a demolition site to the

park to join trees planted by Association members.

Because the park is among the city's most heavily used by children, the
Association decided (thru its meetings and member consultations) that a new play-
ground would better serve the recreational needs of the park's young users.
Moreover, the Association board theorized that a new playground might be an
incentive for families with young children to purchase properties and live in
the surrounding area. Such an incentive would help accomplish the goal of shift-
ing ownership patterns away from absentee-owned to owner-occupied (described in

Project II.)

The first step in the multi-year project was to generate a seed fund of

capital with which to use later for leveraging the necessary private and public
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backing needed to finance a new park. The seed fund was generated by a raffle
held during the Association's 1982 Fallfest festival held in Drake Park annually.
The raffle, using gifts donated by area businesses (with a grand prize of $300
of groceries from the area's supermarket), generated over $1200 - $600 of which
was earmarked for the 1983 Fallfest and $600 of which became the playground seed

fund.

At the annual meeting in October, 1982, the membership agreed to establish
a new committee called the Youth Committee with one of its priorities being the
design and implementation of a new Drake Park playground. With an original
nucleus of five members, the committee arranged for the ICB film on new playground
equipment around Iowa to be shown at the Association's February potluck. The film

was intended to generate interest, ideas and participation in the new playground.

Witk an expanded group of members and fresh ideas, the committee then con-
centrated its next efforts on research and planning for a new park concept and
design. Commigtee members reviewed materials from the public library and equipment
publications from manufacturers provided by Parks Department officials. The
concept and design phase was headed by two area homeowners — Tim Tabor, whose
regular job involves work with children; and, John Gradoville who was artist-in-
residence at the Des Moines Art Center. They drew on ideas from the ICB film,
research materials and random interviews conducted with children and parents at

the park itself,

From this research and planning evolved two main concepts. The first involved
the creation of an atmosphere based on personal pride and ownership. Experiences

in cities nationwide have shown that playgrounds built predominantly with outside
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resources have higher incidents of vandalism and greater vulnerability to

neglect than those built with local or neighborhood resources. Thus, the new ‘
Drake Park playground, it was concluded, should be built to the greatest extent ‘
possible with volunteer neighborhood resources. The more involved surrounding

youth and families were in the construction of the playground pieces, the greater

their inclination to assume a subsequent role of '"natural caretakers'.

The second concept involved the creation of free-form play centers. Each
play center was to have appeal to children of a certain age group. The play
centers would be adjacent to each other to allow continual movement from one
center to another and also to allow older children to play nearby younger children
whom they were to be watching. The free-form nature of play equipment would enable

a single piece to have greater versatility than the more traditional pieces.

Utilizing these two underlying concepts, the designers Gradoville and Tabor
began to build a three dimensional model out of cardboard, styrofoam, and wood
pieces. After several revisions, based on comments from committee members, from
area residents and youth, a final model was completed in July, 1983. (Pictures of

the model are included.)

Upon completion of the model, Association officials then approached other
groups for their support and joint sponsorship. The Woodland-Wilkie Board (an
advisory group of area residents that recommend projects to the City Council for
federal funding) agreed to support the concept and work with the Association on
securing resources. (The Woodland-Wilkie group had pushed the city for years to
make Drake Park improvements.) The Association then approached the City Parks

Board for their approval and willingness to participate in joint sponsorhsip.
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As the accompanying articles reflect, the Parks Board approved the concept and
agreed to help develop a site survey, participate in site preparation, provide
"safety" consultation, and oversee the construction. The parks department also
raised the possibility of financial support as well. The Association also secured
a commitment from Neighborhood Housing Services to provide construction counseling
and serve as a conduit for tax exempt donations of cash. Finally, Des Moines

area landscape architects agreed to donate time to develop with the parks depart-—

ment, a formal site survey.

Plans are progressing so that the first piece can be completed by this
year's Fallfest, September 10th. The mayor of Bondurant, who also heads the union
at Firestone Tire, has arranged for the donation of as many tires as are needed
for the project. City parks officials intend to secure wood beams to be used.
The Association's seed fund will purchase assorted odds-and-ends for the first
piece. A sign announcing the forthcoming playground has already been constructed
in the park by youth volunteers, arranged by Neighborhood Housing Services. The
& x 5' sign lists the project's sponsors and includes pictures of the model.
Volunteers are currently being recfuited by committee members, a nearby park block

leader, and the coordinator for the Woodland-Wilkie Board.

Completion of the first piece by Fallfest will provide a preview of the whole
playground to come. It will generate enthusiasm among the expected 1000 in
attendence at Fallfest. The finished piece will also create a leverage effect

for donations of time, money and materials necessary to complete the playground by
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The playground project combines artistic creativity of area residents,
leveraging of public and private resources, neighborhood volunteerism, and youth
involvement. As such, it will stimulate and contribute to the reinvestment of

resources in the surrounding area and stand for years as a symbol of achievement

by Drake area residents.
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Overview oS playaround design medel built by
miaﬁbod\ocd artists Tim Taber and Tohn Gradoville , —
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2315 ODRAKE PARK - The ATHEARN HOME. Built by 1888, this Eastlake VicTorian Sirst
ET;'A: . heusad ndfed professor Walter Atheorn. His tunvre af Drake spanned
e a number of Fields. Ha Taught couvses in arthmetic, phy:ielosy,jram.
mor and reliqien. He was netionally kneown Sor Mis werl in raligrovs
"3 edveation. Ha was alse a respected avThor and Mosqzinc. ed:;tor ddrms
L I TR the univarsiTys Sorwidfive years. He le§t Drake and The home ‘n 1816
S % teaching, post” at Boston UnwersiTy. The heme Toodlay rewrains Tha Single Samily
dwdlins of retiree Mary Mavearet Toner.

98, m,ﬁ&é&:&(b When The crea was platted by the UniversiTy Lend Company , The Five
acre plet” bounded by 23.d and 2474, Colfaga Greve and Atkins (later renamed Deake Fark
Avenwa ) was [e5t undavaleped at the insistenca o5 General Francis M. Omke. He Salt +hat
it should be hald aside as a place for recreation, ralaxation and wutwmplatiou. The site
seon bacome known as General Drake’s Aots. Thoy were Ereguently the main practice Siakds
Sr Drake othletic Taams baSora the Turm & Tha century. General Drakes heins mssed the
lofs on to George and Emwma Bameil who sold Thew to the Gty Fark's Board in 1206 Sor
*5500. The City Then named ‘The park in Drake’s honer. Drake hed halped his brother-in-law,
Chancellor George Garpertter, Lound the university ia 1891, He had amassed Sovtunes as a
builder of railroads and Sounder of small banks in central Towa. Ho was a Frve philanthro-
pisT. He believed that " Sor every %2 Ged givas me, I wmust give 31 in reTorn . He was The
univevsity's majer baneSactor duning Ms Sirst T decacles. Tn 1896 he became Governor
o5 Towa at The age e Cc,makins him The state’s oldest chie§ executiva oS5 icer. Farhaps
his wost lasting contribution as governer was To authorize the avection & The State
”is‘fb{"cal Gw'fdins, Tday still @ state lardmark oS treasures. Upou lgaving o5Sice in 1998, he
deseribed Towa as “the howia of ana of The most anlightend bodies & people on @l ™.
Drale Rirk hes had a rollar coaster hisTovy. If housed +ha Sivst religious services in 1888 S |
the Gotfage Grove Frasbyterian Quurch. In the early 1920° it uas the ste 2§ mass damonstm- |
tions staged To prétast The axtemsion of Keasavgue Why. The Tty Council had planned o tvrn
Keosauqua' infe a six lave ‘rtmrbuskfarn rvnnng nerthwaest Lrom doumtown m Tha aty limads,
The Geuncil hedl accorataly anticinted the city's growth in That direcdion. Orke aren resdents, |
upsat” at The praspect” of Thair homes being rozed , used Drake Rrk as a rallying point Sor |
“their prétasls. Older residevits racall “ens Sunday demenstiration” in particular That drew
theusavels plus The Mayen Teday Keosaugua stops at” 157k and Garpedter; an inclication o5
their success. The park in The Thirfies and forfias aas a quidl gathering gpof” Sor Samidy
pienies , The uJo.deB peel and shelter woere constructad dum‘ns the Depression as WFPA
projects. AlThough the park was spaved Srom Sreeusay alfecations, ,'r_suéwu( as absentoeism|
and tromsciercy inereased, In The /afe sixtias the gark become a it .widle gathering
point” Gor basketball Sans o5 Drake's Somed NCAA taom oS 1968, Droke greats like Rlpt,
Polliom, Willie MLorter and Willie Wise e&ten practiced during the summer ot The park,
Evens after The Orake sfars had graduated, the park incressingly beccme a main place
te hhuls out”, In The progess /1T ewvelved infe one & Hie efy's unsaSest pqu; by the
mid 1970s. 1t was ‘punc‘t}&'ttd with Ii%uor, drugs and rewdinsess. By the emd of the
Sewenmtias, avan res idents Mcyad To regam contrel. It becan much as it haol 100 cears
earlies ~ with religieus services. Naarby members o tihe Nawhife Conter (o Suadamen-
talist’ W”P> started holcUrg Thear Sunday Mer‘v\;ns sarvicas ia The middle o5 'ﬂ‘g_quk,
Other resideats ewncestnated on cean-vp ,» Trees and §lbwer gardons. By The Sull of 1991,
the park was once again safe evoush Sor the Drake Neghbeorliood Asseeiation 15 wave

H‘:.S GM\IMJ‘-‘ Fa“&?f &‘ﬁ'\ld m. The QVMT MQ"kd Q SYMbol;C le‘vu'ns P‘;ﬂf in H‘:
RisTory back te As hermTase as o S'um,l,, anch n@'skbeﬁwad FTherimg .s,oc‘t'.

qq. 2422 DRAKE PARK- The ELLIOTT HOME  Bu/lT by 1908, this Stiek style %irst housed sigtars
by Edith and Isabella Stavensen. They wera succoeded in the 16205 by andther

woman, Nellie hesva Elliott. A n edvecter, Ellioft had been principal |§
o6 Bird School befora TransSering fo Graut Scheol in 1915. Hew Temure at |
Gront (1649 -1940) spanned lenger than any dther prncipal of The sdsel. J
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Orake Rark with Graat School in background. i 9
Photo by Kathy Kally¢1980). : m
S
She was alse_a promineut civic leader having served as president & the Dos Moinas S
Fedevation oF Lomens Clubs, pres:oant e‘.;‘ﬂw. Stata Fedesation of Teachers'Clubs and <
divectsr of the State Counal Admmistrative Woemen. By 1840 she had relinquished t ¢ S
home and moved 1o the Cutler FlaTs (2415 Coffoge Greve). The heme refurmed 15 a cowian agaim S
n the 18705 , widsw Mavilyn Naal. g
. bl
100, 1040 21st- The MANDELBAUM HOME. Ruilt by 1406, +this Amarican Sour e was S
; constructed Sor pioneer rff‘qirins axeeutive Tulivs qumum. o
Mandalbavm was characterixeol ag beivg "among the mest progressive - |X
foreas in mevaantile liSe in Das Moines “at The Fime. As Founder and ;
president of T. Mandelboum §Sons, he 8panadl o dry coeds stora in ‘
1964 that grew staodily in veluwe and ‘mportanes 5&‘: bacwowma “one < 1
the mest premingat” businass astablishwents m Des Moines °. Although ‘
tha businass carmed tig nawa o5 tha Sens, it” was perhaps his daughi's |
ost 1 A% survival-Catbert-with a diSSavaut name). She marcied Tosep 1
Fredwans sen William (2315 Rutlavd). Today their sont Williawm T reigns over Towa’s |
premier rdailing edftablishment™- Younkers - which hed ,coincidentally, mevged with the ff-\ 5
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Park board approves playground
to be built by volunteers

By JIM HEALEY
Register Staff Writer

A new playground area to be built
in Drake Park by neighborhood volun-
teers received the blessing of the
city’'s Park and Recreation Board
Tuesday.

The new play area, to replace
existing equipment in the northeast
corner of the park, “has been a
longtime priority,” according to John
Neubauer, president of the Drake
Neighborhood Association.

The area and the nearby Sherman
Hill neighborhood have been the
locations of at least eight rapes this
spring. Neubauer said, “Because of
the recent rash of rapes in the neigh-
borhood the project has taken on ad-
ditional importance ... to restore
confidence in” the area.

He sought no funds, only approval
of the project, from the board
Tuesday. He got it on a 10-0 vote.
Board member James Muto
remarked, “It’s wonderful to see
someone with so mwuch interest in
their neighborhood.”

The residents had prepared a map
and scale model of the new play-
ground, which would cost up to
$100,000 if the city had to install it,
Neubauer estimated. Instead, the
Drake group will try to get lumber,
tires and other materials free, and
residents will assemble those into

swinging, sliding and climbing
devices, and would erect a stage-like
area at one end of the space.

The park is located north of
Cottage Grove Avenue, between
Twenty-third and Twenty-feurth
streets. Two elementary schools —
Elmwood and Grant — have been
closed in the area, chasing younger
families elsewhere, until very
recently.

“Now that we find families starting
to move back into the area,”
Neubauer said, “it’s important for us
to provide . . . some type of really fine
facility in lieu of schools.”

The existing equipment “is older;
it’s taking up a lot of space,” he said.
“We think this is a lot safer and
allows for more creative play.”

Parks Director William Foley told
the board there may be some $6,600
in city money available to remove the
old equipment and prepare the area
for the new.

The board also Tuesday approved
10-0 a stainless steel sculpture by
Christiane T. Martens of Champaign,
Ill, to be placed in front of the
Botanical Center. The inverted arcs
— which some say resemble skeletal
ribs — are intended as a memorial to
Constance Belin, a civic leader who
died in 1980, and will be paid for from

a gift by her brother. _

And the board approved, also 10-0,
a jazz show next Monday at Brian
Melton Field from 6:30 p.m. until 8:30
p-m. A park board policy has prohibit-
ed such shows in parks because of
fears about rowdyism, drug use and
other problems.

But the board lately has begun to
distinguish between rock 'n’ roll
shows — which it fears — and jazz
and pop concerts. One such per-
formance, by the show band Mudbone
at Good Park July 3, caused no
problems, Foley said.

The Melton concert will feature
Rosemary Webster, C. Moore Gray
and Dartanyan Brown. It is free.

The board also heard a report that
the city’s Saylorville Corridor project
has been cut by more than one-half
because federal officials rejected a
proposed major sports complex along
the Des Moines River and a foot path
meandering along the bank.

Those $3 million plans were cut to
$1.2 million, and now include im-
provements to roads, parking, boat
facilities and restrooms at Prospect
Park, and a bicycle trail from there
north along the river bank to property
near Euclid Avenue that will be
dubbed J.C. White Park, after the
company that owns some of the land.
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THE DRAKE NEIGHBORHOOD

The neighborhood surrounding Drake University 1is rich
in tradition and pride. 1It's roots date back almost 150 years
to Chief Keokuk in the 1840's. As leader of the Sac and Fox
tribes, Keokuk negotiated the treaty that allowed the federal
government clear title to Central Iowa 1in 1845. It was the
only Indian Treaty ever adopted by the U.S. Senate without
amendment. Moreover, it provided the Indians a three year
grace period before their required departure. It was during
this grace period (1842-45) that Keokuk was said to have
assembled tribal 1leaders for council meetings atop a plateau
overlooking Fort Des Moines' two rivers below. The Plateau
sits at 24th and Cottage Grove Avenue, the historic gateway
to the Drake Neighborhood.

Forty years later Chancellor George Carpenter was attracted
to the same area. In 1881 he decided to move his college
from Oskaloosa to Des Moines. With the support of city and
state business leaders, Carpenter and his colleagues founded
Drake University and the surrounding neighborhood originally
called University Place. The concurrent development of university
and neighborhood was built on the premises of toleration,
sensitivity and pursuit of knowledge. The area's post Victorian
homes possessed an elegant simplicity and sturdiness still
evident today. Influencing anchor points were The Disciples
of Christ and the Presbyterians, both of whom built churches
in" 1889. The churches' toleration of life-style and absence
of pretentiousness enables people of rich diversity to live
peacefully side by side; such as, doctors and chiropractors,
evangelists and traditionalists, carpenters and corporate
presidents, and retirees and students.

Today there remains spiritual diversity and tolerance
unmatched by any other community of similar size, as evidenced
by the presence of almost 20 different religious groups and
churches based in the Drake area neighborhood. Combined with

the presence of a major Midwestern University and two "small
business districts, the churches provide the area with stable

anchor points that have survived countless tests of change

and time.
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BACKGROUND OF THE DRAKE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

The Drake Neighborhood Association was formed in 1979
to address the area's accelerating deterioration. Around
1960 a variety of external forces began to chip away at the
area's stability, composition and heritage. With the intrusion
of an east-west freeway on its southern border and subsequent
speculation of a north-south along its eastern border came
gradual transition to substantial absentee-owned properties.
Urban renewal displacement in neighborhoods to the east and
south spurned further transciency, crime, and decline. Those
who remained grew increasingly isolated, fearful, and frustrated.
University and business leaders likewise lamented the area's
aimiess | drifting,  By.. 1998, ..the City's R. L., Polk. studies
cited the Drake area's southeastern quadrant as the most
rapidly deteriorating neighborhood in the city.

The impetus for a broad-based neighborhood revitalization
effort in 1979 came from Church Woman United and University
officials. The resulting association was a volunteer self-
help group committed to rekindle the ageless values of neighbor-
hood spirit, respect, and beauty. Association organizers
Gladys Burkhead and Larry Cunning turned to the area's anchor
points for commitment to the budding association. Its initital
directors represented the churches, businesses, homeowners,
landlords, tenants, and University. It agreed upon a philosophy
of patience, prudence, and consensus. It evolved a master
blueprint of action and embarked on projects to achieve the
goal of revitalization based in part on residential and commer-
cial needs assessment surveys conducted in 1980 and 1981
(detailed in 1981 ICB Project Book). In less than four years
the association turned a neighborhood -considered by the city
as one of the most deteriorating into one considered by
the state as one of the most improving. The association proceeded
to win 1st Place in the 'meighborhood" division of the Iowa
Community Betterment competition for 1981 and 1982. This
recognition by the Iowa Development Commission was the result

of the development and initial implementation of a revitalization
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master plan designed to remake the Drake area into one of
the city's finest neighborhoods by 1990. The association's
master plan included the following points:

(1) GATEWAY  BEAUTIFICATION: enhancing the landscape
and appearance of the Cottage Grove entrance off the freeway.

(2) HISTORIC DISTRICT: research that would lead to efforts
to establish a Cottage Grove Historic District on the National
Register.

(3) UNIVERSITY SQUARE: taking catalytic steps, to bring
about redevelopment and restoration of the business district
ad jacent to campus, with an international flair.

(4) NHS: recruiting Neighborhood Housing Services to
relocate their housing rehab program into the Drake Neighborhood.

(5) TAX ABATEMENT AREA: securing tax incentives for
the residential area north of campus that would eventually
stimulate housing improvements there.

In 1983 the master plan was expanded to include rehabilita-
tion of Elmwood School. The Association realized that it
could not accomplish revitalization alone. But they could
cultivate an environment for investment in revitalization
by the private sector. In 1984 wuniversity trustees and Des
Moines business leaders formed the Drake-Des Moines Development
Corporation (DDM) to improve the area's physical appearance.

On August 2, 1985, Drake trustee, Kenneth Austin and
Hawkeye Bank president Mike Earley (DDM co-chairperson) unveiled
a nine month '"Drake Neighborhood Study' and resulting '"Revitaliz-
ation Strategy.'" The DDM study was prepared by the Drake
Research Institute in consultation with Bussard/Dikis architects
and the Crose-Gardner Landscaping firm.

Based on an indepth analysis of the area's geographic,
demographic and economic context and research to identify
the area's ''image and retail, commercial and housing market
potential," the study developed a strategy for revitalization
by "identifying priority projects and the activities needed
to launch such initiatives.'" The strategy closely mirrored
the Neighborhood Association's master plan developed five

years earlier. The analysis included telephone surveys of
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neighborhood residents and encounter group sessions with

neighborhood leaders.

1.

DDM REVITALIZATION STRATEGY
UNIVERSITY SQUARE REVITALIZATION: Redevelopment of the

4 square block business district east of campus to include

a mix of commercial activities and professibnal offices.
The report states that revitalization of this area will
be the 'principal catalyst'" for redevelopment of the
entire neighborhood. The finished business district
is expected to resemble an international village.
REJUVENATION OF ENTRYWAY CORRIDOR/INTENSIVE HOUSING REHAB:
Acceleration of efforts already wunderway to rehab or
remove structures along the main corridors to the univers-
ity. These corridors included 23rd, 24th and 25th to
University Avenue from the Cottage Grove freeway exit.
DDM intends to work on rehab here with Neighborhood
Housing Services which had already targeted the corridors
for attention (see Neighborhood News June 1985). The
corridor theme expands on the association's ''gateway"
initiative that in 1980 began with tree landscaping
at the Cottage Grove traffic islands.

ADAPTIVE REUSE OF ELMWOOD SCHOOL: Determine how best to re-
store Elmwood School for commercial or community wuse.
The report urges a formal study to enable such a determina-
tion. Restoration of Elmwood School has been a priority
of association officials for more than 3 years. The
association already has a $1000 foundation grant pledged

to the university for its study.

DESIGNATION OF COTTAGE GROVE HISTORIC DISTRICT: Joint efforts

by DDM, the wuniversity and the Association to persuade
state and federal officials to place the Cottage Grove
area on the National Register. The association's original
application to the state started in 1980 will serve
as the basis for the joint effort.

DEFINITION OF UNIVERSITY BOUNDARY AND COMMUNITY RESOURCES:
Completion of the wuniversity's own new master plan that

shows the public clearly its boundaries and development
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plans. Concurrently, the resources offered by the university

to the community would be more clearly described and

aggressively marketed.

6. NORTHSIDE RESIDENTIAL REDEVELOPMENT: With the expected con-
traction of the wuniversity's north boundary, large tracts
of wuniversity owned property may be made available for
rehab and redevelopment. Working with private developers,
the report suggests a 'land banking'" operation that
protects the area's residential character. Ultimately,
the Drake northside would make a smooth transition from
university-owned rental to owner-occupied properties.
The tax abatement designation for the northside secured
by the association three years ago will aid this transition.

7. CONTROLLED DEVELOPMENT ON THE EAST: New developments in this
area already announced include a new apartment complex
ad jacent to University Square. Others being considered
include a nursing home or retirement wvillage. Most of
the land to be developed is already controlled by interests
associated with DDM.

8. MONITOR CONDITIONS AND STUDY USE: As University Square rede-
velopment progresses, the report recommends monitoring
conditions immediately northeast to Harding Road and
studying improvements that could be made there as well.

9. ACTIVELY MONITOR WEST SIDE CONDITIONS: With the bulk of in-
itial redevelopment focused north, east and south of
campus, the report wurges monitoring residential and
retail conditions on the west side so that decline does
not simply move from east to west.

The DDM strategy plan was a sensitive blend and careful
targeting of restoration, rehabilitation and new development.
It represented a bold initiative by Drake Trustees and Hawkeye
Bank officials for neighborhood revitalization which treats
the neighborhood's heritage with respect. It culminated a
six year planning process for area wide revitalization initiated
by the neighborhood association.

Implementation of the master plan was kicked off in
198¢. The DDM corporation broke ground on $10,000,000 worth
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of new construction projects in the University Square business
area. The projects include a federally funded 1law center,
two new apartment projects and a new motel. Plans for a new
office building have also been announced with groundbreaking
scheduled for next year. The wuniversity has also undertaken
restoration of a nearby commercial building worth $200,000.
The building will in part house area development planning
and marketing activities.

Also, former association board member and current city
councilman Ric Jorgenson is heading a task force assembling
a pool of money for residential rehab in the area south of
the new commercial projects.

The university and
association have pooled money and hired a historic planner
who is now working with state officials on the historic district
application. Work on that is scheduled for completion before

the year's end.

COMMITTEE AND ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE OF THE
DRAKE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
The committees form the back bone of the association's
longterm effort to revitalize the Drake area. The following
list identifies the associations standing committees and
their focus. The 1list reflects the broad-based nature and
scope of the association's revitalization thrust:

EXECUTIVE: Oversees matters between monthly board meetings,
sets agendas for monthly meetings, and helps to
publish the monthly newsletter.

BEAUTIFICATION AND HOME IMPROVEMENT: Promotes home improve-
ment projects and informs residents of area hous-
ing services available. Plans and executes area
beautification projects like tree/flower plant-
ings.

COMMUNICATION: Maintains monthly phone contact with all mem-
bers regarding meetings, potlucks, special events,
and neighborhood issues. Also calls each board
member before the board meetings.

HISTORIC: Arrange for Historical tours, promotes historic
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book and collects information to add to the area's
heritage. Along with working on getting the Cot-
tage Grove area on the historic register.

MEMBERSHIP: Maintains membership records and recruits new
members.

SPECIAL EVENTS: Plans and executes: annual Fallfest which
attracts up to 1,000 people for an afternoon
of festivities, and the Halloween Party
for the neighborhood children and Ice Cream
Socials.

UNIVERSITY/ PUBLIC RELATIONS: Develop presentations and
slide shows to wuse to promote the area,
keep attune to press coverage and work with
Drake University on joint projects.

The committee's work 1is sanctioned and overseen by the
association's 15 member Board of Directors. This board 1is
annually elected by the general membership, sets policies
and approves projects based on goals established by the master

plan, annual membership reviews, and community surveys.
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A SELF-GUIDED TOUR OF
THE DRAKE NEIGHBORHOOD

The neighborhood surrounding Drake University
18 rich din tradition, and ‘pride. Its “roots date
back almost 150 years to Chief Keokuk in the 1840's.
During the years 1842-45, Chief Keokuk was said
to have assembled tribal leaders for council meetings
at 24th and Cottage Grove, now the historic gateway
to the Drake Neighborhood.

Forty years later George Carpenter and his
colleagues founded Drake University and the surrounding
neighborhood originally called University Place.

The university and neighborhood were developed con-
currently. The area's post Victorian homes possessed
an elegant simplicity and sturdiness still evident
today.

Although the houses are not open for public
inspection, this self-guided driving or walking
tour of the following historical homes provides
a glimpse of the unique character and charm of the
neighborhood. Some of the houses are noted for
their architecture, others for their past occupants.

1045 - 22nd Street

Built in 1898 this stylish Queen
Anne house was constructed for
William Bell. The Queen Anne

style incorporated highly ornamented
woodwork, curved lines, bay windows
extending two floors or having

a rounded turett. A porch often
wrapped around the front area.
Stained and leaded glass highlighted
the main windows.

1080 - 22nd Street

The Peak Mansion was built at

the turn of the century. This
neo-colonial style house has

been designated a historic home

on the National Register. Although
in need of restoration now, it
eptiomized the grandeur of 22nd
Street from days gone by. Lite
construction was a fitting conclusion

to 20 years of development in
the immediate area.

y~




1022 - 26th Street

Built in 1889 by A. O. Reynolds.
Note the Eastlake architectural
style, fishscale gables, and
decorative porch trim.

2912 Kingman Blvd.

Built in 1905 by William J.
Goodwin. Tudor style.

2920 Kingman Blvd.

Built in 1908, this Tudor style
first housed T. A. Dye. In the
1950's it was purchased by Cottage
Grove Presbyterian Church for

its manse. Today it is privately
owned.

2923 Rutland Avenue

This Dutch shingle house was

built in 1898 for Dr. Andros

Carson. Unusual to the Dutch
Colonial style are the double,
symmetrically placed dormers,
Pallodian gable ends in the attic,
and the east bay where the fireplace
is located.




2934 Rutland Avenue

The first resident of this house
was C. &. Weaver, in 1904. The
style, free Colonial revival,

gets its name from the fact that
it uses Colonial and other motifs.
For example, a Victorian influence
is shown in the two-story bay

on the east facade. Typical
Colonial styling is found in

the paired, paneled columns and
the matching pilasters at the
house wall, the applied keystone
shaped decorations on the porch
frieze, the half-round windows

at the dormer, and the oval window
centered on the upper front facade.

2937 Cottage Grove 2940 Cottage Grove

This Stick style home was built This once grand Victorian house
in 1908. Its most notable occupant is being lovingly restored by
was Beryl 'F. Carroll who was the present owner. This effort
Iowa's governor from 1908-1912. is one of many undertaken in
He lived here until the 1940's. the Drake area with the help

of Neighborhood Housing Services.

3104 Cottage Grove

Built in 1900, this altered American
Foursquare house was owned by Levi
J. Wells. Two of every five homes
in the area are Foursquare. Its
shape is square and boxlike with

an unadorned exterior relying on
shape and proportion for its impact.
A porch usually extended across

the entire front. Its symmetry

was its beauty.

By 1910 a respected railroad exec-
utive Edward Earhart and his family
lived in the house. His teenage
daughter Amelia would become a world
famous aviation pilot in the 1920's.
While living here, Amelia saw her
first airplane at the Iowa State
Fair. By 1930 she was christened

"one of ten heros of the 1920's"

and was the only woman among such
notables as Ernest Hemingway, Admiral
Richard Byrd, Charles Lindbergh,

and J. Edgar Hoover. While attempting
an around-the-world flight, she
disappeared over the vast Pacific
Ocean fifty years ago, in 1937.
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2805 Brattleboro Avenue

These are just a few of the

This house was built in 1900 by prominent
architect Frank Wetherell. In the
1950's it became the home of Drake
professor Ruby Holton who was credited
with building an "excellent'" women's
athletic program. She was a member

of the Des Moines City Council. She
is fondly remembered by her colleagues
as a '"woman of profound courage".
Today the house is owned by Drake
Univeristy.

At Cottage Grove on 26th Street notice

the recently restored brick side walks,
a project undertaken in several areas
by the Drake Neighborhood Association's
Historic Committee.

significant houses

in this

They are very much a part of the history of Drake

University and the neighborhood.

Illustrations by Peggy Jester.

Text* prepared by Ruth Trumbo, Drake Neighborhood Association
Historic Committee

*Reference to From Keokuk on: The History of the Cottage

Grove Area.
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INTRODUCTION
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== 1984
Towa Commvu nity Petter ment
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The Drake Neighborheoosd Associat;on




on her morning TV show. The resvlts Spom the twe approaches
demenstrated an impertant [@sson abeut organizing te Rssociction
members. In raspense To Tthe deor-to-door campaign, more Than

100 volunteers helped collect o hal§ ton oS litter Srom the 20
sample blocks plus a Sew adyacent blocks, In response # the
media campaign, ne one showed vp at the designated spot.

0

The need Sor clean streets and vards ontinved teo be empha-

1 zeol infor»’\a”y m beth writfenn and verbal eammunications
during The rest of 1950, By spring 1981 there was no longer

o pressing need Sor a Sorwal Iitter pick-up campaign.
Rasociation members were asked at poHucks, by felephone and b
mail do clean their blocks the Sirst week in me’l» Gfoups osy
children Srom the New LiSe Canter and Bey Scoufs assisted as
well, Garboge bogs la¥t ever Srom The previevs year were dis-
tribvted af the winter potlucks. The appearance o5 the neighbor-
hood teday is a testament 1o the Srvits oS ovr labors.

¥ CovmunICATION ¥

Until summer 1980 all clivect communicetions with areq re.sablmﬁ:

were condveted by telephone. A Sormal calling committee chaived by,
bearol member Gladlys Burkheao haol been established as an ovt-

growth Srom the oeriginal Chureh We,men United Calling grevp: BeSora
each potluck ,members weuld be called and reminded of the

event’s Tme and place, Assecidation pregress wouvld be shared Fhen
as well. Members were encouraged T bring a nesghbor.

In response To member request, the board auvthorized Associition
member Robert Furstenav (an editor v Mered ith Publ,'sh;,,\s)n

begin & bi-morithly newslettor alled “Noghborheod News” Tt
mmplm&,dfad egsbff:s OS The Ce((u'ns COMM;"H'QG‘hO'nﬁrm MWbWS

Oﬂd inorease Awaravess Qg 'ﬂ'\‘ ASSQcidﬂon:f enc(eavor;, G Yhe
Ummer o5 1921 ﬁ\ﬂ- ﬂWSI@m" had become a mon'n\iy pu:/c'ca*on
reaching 400 area househokls, “The wlling committee hod arown
twanty with each respons/ble Gor tTwenty hevseholds, Tn 31:55 Fhan
two vears The Asseciation hod established r viar contact with

more than 15% of the ndgkborheedG hovseholds, A set oS o~
"Neisb\bo/‘hoed News ™ is included as Exhibit B,
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¥ HERITAGE ¥

e

The neighborhood surrounding Drake University has historically
been ric?\ m Tradition, Toleration and pride, Most & This 200
Sqpare block area was built 7§ to 100 years age. Its homes
possessed an elegant simplicity and sturdivess shll evident today,
Its population blended old and young whe until recently ook
care o6 and learned Srem each other. ITs Tolerance o [iSe-style
and obsence of pretentiousness allowad doctors and dhirepractors,
evanselists and “traditienalists , corpenters and corpercte presidents,
and retirees and students o live PQQC?SUIIY side bY side.

The cdevelopment o the reighborhosd wlled University Place
began 100 years ago cencurramt with that” o the university.
Ir was built en a plateav everlooking downtewn IDes Moives
to its seutheast. Becavse the university was originally o§5il-
iated with the Disciples o5 Onrist, many of its &irgt selflers
were Ol'sdples. They built the University Chvistian Chavrch in
1889 at 25th and University Avemve, The Disciples’ principks
’ o5 siMph'd"l’y, patience and pur.suf'r oS kku.)/zdse be came
etched Sorever in the heritage & University Place. Soon oSter,
Rresbyterians selfled the neighbor hood interspersed ameng the
o;soipk,s._ﬂ\mr too built a church m 188% o 24+h and CD'h‘ase
Greve. The Presbyterians likewise practiced Teleration audl
pursuit of the ammon good, The patfems Sirst set by These
“we anchev poiils. have prevailed over the vears,

Toeday there remains a spiritval divewsity and televance in the
Univevsity Place neighborheod vnmatthed by any other nei§hbo rhood
or commouniTy 05 Similar size (pepulation 5000),as evidenced by
iTs mere than 17 nh’sioos Qreuvps indudi,«g The Fl'f‘s‘f' Christian
Chreh, Cottage Greve PrasbyTerian Chuveh , Creek Orthodox Church
Recleemer Authevan Ohurch, Trinity Lutheran Qhvvch, Towe Synod-
Ivthevan Qhurch, St. Jehn's Catholic Qaurch ; Grace Method st
Chvrch,Crestweed 1Baptist Chureh, Disciples oS Curist in the

, Upper Midwest, New AiSe Conter, Drake Newwman QG mmuniky,
C/'oss m;ﬂl‘S'ﬂ”I‘u, Q‘t LUkel EPI’COPQ‘ a\de\; F?r:sf' F—m Mm-
olist Chuvch, HQONML, —remple Church o8 God in Christ ,and
Macedlonia Baptist Quvreh.




FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURcH




CoTTAGE @RrROVE PRESBYTERIAN CHURLH

Kingman Boulevard

CARPENTER SQUARE .
Page thirty-three

1919 Gty Porks’ Roard Report




Areund 1960 external Sorcas began To chip away ot the Pa
neighbor hoeds heritage, stability and com pesition, Oeteriora- 0
tion gtarted with the Sreewav’s constrvction in the early 6o's,
The neisl«borhood.’s or?si'na.l oateway al 24th and Cdffase Greve

and its accompanying park Carpenter Square (shown on psse 3)
were stripped and disected inte barrem traShc islancs, At

this peint The area easT and sovth o8 Drake began the gradual
Conversion Sremi owner-occwpied To absentee-owned restal
units. This conversion accelerated in the early 705 duve pri-
marily 1o plans o turn Hardivg Read inte a nerth-seuth Sree-
way and urban remewal displacement in neighborheods 1 the
east and south of +he Universii, Place area, Crime rose,
stability broke clewn and hemes deteriorated. By 1978 the

R.h. Pollc studies concluded that the area between 19th and
34st, University and the Srecway was The mest m,o/c“y de-
+erioreting neighborhoed in the ety Dvring this time those

whe haol stayed wadtchedl with wevry the spread of isolation,
Sear and blight, P

¥ ASSOCIATION FORMED #

By 1979 people began to say “eneugh is enough”, The i
Sor a broad-based neighborhood revitalization e§Sort came From
Cho rch Wemen Un e, Neighbor hood organ;w and elder states-
woman Gladvys Burkhead aleng with Drake’s phy.sfcql ’olqn"’ divec -
tor harryCunning arranged the arca’s &ivst neigh berhoed
Mze"’;'y\s, Fi&ty ,oeo,ole braved 100° heat en a ‘S'hng‘ Sundey
aStarnocon July 1979 To +alk abeut neighberheocdd conceruns,

They had been ameng mere than 100 persens contacted by

o m”ing comwm iTTee o5 Ohurch Wemen United. The central
issve was how 1o legin addressing the areas deterisration,
Aster +we hours the 5""0? by consensvs elected ;‘f'o 0"30'\;13

a sdf-hdp ndskborlaoed eSSert, Thus +he Drake Ngjsh}“,w
Associatien was boern To rekindle +he ageless valwes of i
neighber hood spivit, respect, beauty and self-su€Siciency.
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At The groups urging » Mr. Cunning and Ms. Burkhead set ovt
to Sind other ncighborhood leaders whe might help build Yhe
Associction. Their Soql was To ealist those Srem all ancher points
in The f\e,jskbofhood, Within Twe months they had Preva”e.o‘
vpon Ten others To serve as initial directors o5 the buddin
assouction. These Ten inclvded The areas bank president, three
pastors, a homeowner/attorney , a lavge landlord , Two resters
and two businessmen. A second neighberhood meeting of 50
residents approved the slate and soa.(s set Sorth Sor estab-
lishing o non-profit corporation. These included o!

% Fuorther the inferests and well being o the

neighborhoed surrovnding Drake University ;
¥ Recreate neighberhood identity and spirit,

W Assist area resiclemts in their legitimate
purseifs anel cncerns; and

% Assist in related areas 0§ wmmvnity
serviee.,

A copy o5 Tthe RArticles of Incovporation is included im
+this preject book as Exhibd A.

As 1980 began ;the Assocation turved s affention o determina-

tion oS needs and strategies To achieve the geals. The Board
ident1 Sied 4wo 1mmediate needs ¢ To dean-up The ne[skbgfhod
and to halp residevits g To know each other once again, In
doing 80, iT hepad Te increase peopla’s awaremess of The
Asseciations revitalieation &5ort:

* PoTiUCKS ¥

The Sirst neighberhoed “potluck ® was held Ta,v

at the Gmk%ﬂkadax Chvrch, The petuck con:e,::yuf::a
intendecd 1o lbring area residents tegether jn a social setting
1T+ Q{mbbd people fo maet their neighbors , share concerns ‘
and ideas, and ofber suggestiens To board members.

The Sirst petluck was well received and alfemded, The

beard decided o continve spensering o petlock of least

once avery fwe menths, Other churches were low -
teering their Socilties Sor the bimovr'l'kly q§§ioitn kg




Drake area group
to combat decline,
security problems

By Arlo Jacobson
and Dick Brown

Drake University officials, area
homeowners and local merchants
have formed a new group to fight
what they say has been their neigh-
borhood’s slow decline.

The new Drake Neighborhood As-
sociation was formed to fight the in-
creasingly unkempt appearance of
the neighborhood, a lack of com-
munication among neighbors and
problems with security.

The group hopes to concentrate on
an area bound by Harding Road on
the east, Forty-second Street on the
west, Franklin Avenue on the north
and Kingman Boulevard on the south.

Association President Willis
Cunning said the area has a healthy
diversity of people — young and old,
black and white, students and profes-
sionals, newcomers and long-time
residents — and he wants it to stay
“viable.”

Cunning, who lives at 3824
Lanewood Drive and who works as
director of the university’s physical
plant, said about 60 persons started
the new group, but he hopes member-
ship soon jumps to more than 300.

“Our concern for the area goes
back to 1977, when there was a rape
scare and a series of house prowls
affertine etundents” Cunning said.
ﬂw ’
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“It's (also) the appearance of the
neighborhood,” he added. “A viable
community is a better place to have a
university than a declining
community.”

Other complaints include trashy
yards, rental housing painted only on
the street side to attract tenants and
untrimmed vacant lots, some of them
owned by the City of Moines.

Cunning said Drake University
should be a partner in the new group.

“A neighborhood association should
attract the academic community
because a neighborhood is a living
lab,” he said.

One key leader of the association is
Gladys Burkhead, 1107 Twenty-sev-
enth St.

“I've been concerned about it for
twn ar threa wveare” Rurkhaad eaid,
‘“ ne
8

st

ir
he
e

"But when Shoemaker called Drake
- University officials to tell them of the
church’s new willingness to help
improve the area, he was pleasantly
surprised.

oo omoBpn

“They (Drake officials) had been
talking about the same thing and
came to a commitment to do every-
thing they could to retain an environ-
ment conducive to an educational in-
stitution,” Shoemaker said.

Crime rate

But crime and other security
problems are a big concern of
another association leader, Larry
Wenzl, president of First Federal
State Bank, whose main office is at
2401 University Ave.

“We get made aware of crime here
almost weekly,” Wenzl said.

But Wenzl said the neighborhood
crime rate has dropped because of
more police in the area, and could
drop further if residents were en-
couraged to make greater use of
locks on their homes and belongings.

d

Des Moines historian Paul Ashby
said what the Drake Neighborhood
Association wants to do is actually a
restoration. In the 1880s, shortly after
the university was founded, the
business area was the forerunner of
the modern shopping center, Ashby
said.

Then, sitting outside and isolated
from the City of Des Moines, the uni-
versity area was self-sufficient for
those studying, living and working
there, Ashby said.

But the isolation ended in 1890, he
added, when Jefferson Polk unified
the then-haphazard system of street-
cars, and passengers could ride
anywhere in town for 5 cents, instead
of constantly changing streetcar lines
and adding a nickel to get to another
part of the city.

The Drake University area
‘“developed as a fine middle-class
area,” Ashby said, “and, from about
Thirty-second Street on, there were
some very fine homes.”

‘““Around Twenty-ninth and
Kingman, Old Man Kingman had a
big home with a lot of ground, and
after he died, his heirs got rid of it
and the area developed,” the historian
said, adding:

“It was serviced by the University
Car Line, and, in the old days before
automobiles, that was a very reliable
source of transportation.

“The area had its own bank and
grocery stores, restaurants, theaters.
The only difference between it and
the shopping mall is gimmicks like
putting it all under cover.

“But after Jefferson Polk put
together all of the streetcar lines, it
really opened Pandora's Box. People
started moving around and got ac-
quainted. Transportation was no
longer an extra expense.”

Restored glamor

Burkhead, 73, would like to see
some of the old glamor and respecta-
bility restored.

“I've lived in the neighborhood 29
years and I've been disturbed for the
last two or three years,” she said.
“My main concern is lack of care of
property, especially rented
property.”

The next opportunity for Burkhead
and others who feel like her to dem-
onstrate their support will be at a 6
p.m. Jan. 31 potluck supper sponsored
by the neighborhood association a
the Greek Orthodox Church of St.
George, Thirty-fifth Street and
Cottage Grove Avenue,




Each petluck includec a short Mwbuship meet - -
mg and project progress reports followed by a meehng for
hal§ hour program en Topics 6§ neighborheod interest, Drake area
‘Pmsmm:, Sor example, have included erime preven-
tion, litter clean-vp QW‘P";GV‘Sa "Q'S-INIP g"’"’"\’a About 70 Drake University area
’Qnd'ord"f’mn‘r selutiens and area h@.fﬁ'ﬂsﬁ' ‘IM residents, businessmen and university

-7-
/70 attend

By Helen Randall

officials gathered Thursday night at

in The petlveks increesingly grew, By spring 1991 the Greek Orthodox Church, Thirty-

fifth Street and Cottage Grove

theve was residext dewand gof Mon‘ﬂ\ly po'HdckJo Avenue, for a potluck and to show
Variclions were added. One petluck was modeled
G§'f'0f an old-gos‘\;omd bot &dql . White kahon‘f Gladys Burkhead, a resident of the

support for a Drake neighborhood or-
ganization.

area and member of the communica-

Sales becamie o po'ﬂuck mansTe ay 1o encov rage tions committee of the newly formed

Drake Neighborhood Association, said

rec.ydins ameng residents, G*( svmmer 1581 the the turnout was the best so far for the
potluck Opproaok had grown so .successgul thet group.

She said more than 44 member-

Jv “l:’ "c_z crea m Sodal drew mere "ﬂl\qn 25-0 Pu*- ships were sold at the meeting. Mem-

bership charges are $1 for singles and

Sens, "'T}\u,{ have dearl of he' peo‘ To rovew a sense og $2 for families.
A e & . " Th aniza
ne'3h ko rhood S t and id Mh-h“ 4 imprgv: rtghe aret:iimtlm::: bf;ri,;:ier?ﬂnt:

Road on the east, Forty-second Street

on the west, Franklin Avenue on the

M ALTTER CLERA N-UP ¥ north and Kingman Boulevard on the
e south.

Burkhead said discussion at the

. ’ ‘ meeting included topics of safety in
KiHer 1n streels and quds was a S‘Q"‘ ng pfdb' the arega and appea?ance of pro;er-

! z 4 ties.
IM be&ona %Q Q,ssocm'rnov\ was Sbrmw" I"f" She said board members besides

was o Visible sign of indiSSerence anol Srustra-  hersell are Willis Cunning, president,
an area resident and director of

tion. t n erga ni zed clean-v p was p Iﬂﬂr\ﬁd Ser Drake’s physical plant; Gene Hiskey,
: area property owner; John Neubauer,
the .SPNIS oS 19%0, A Draka qudvdrﬁ studenit area pbu.spienes).:unam; the Rev. James

. 2 ; Ryan, pastor at First Christian

’\dPQd orﬂogm ;‘3 the j ol W_;" ?leaﬂhup h &";Pq ﬁn Church; Rod Rhoads, area business-
1 s es/ ich stvd; man; the Rev. Wayne Shoemaker,

as P art e g d g pastor at Grace Methodist Church;

the ngcd" Og VO'UV\."'W éger‘f’s 1% clean Iitter Larry Wenzl, president of First

. } ue Federal State Bank; Nelda Wells,
SV‘OM f’GSld%‘hQ' bl°°k"' Ttuﬂ QP Pfeadﬂes L resident; Georgia Bolton, resident;

e ;j’ . Preston Daniels, area businessman;
d the Rev. George Pallas, pastor at the
Greek Orthodox Church; Ginger Kuhl,

One invalved Q pevsen ‘13~;OWé°n GPP/"OGCL\ resident, and Pauline Morrison,
wheveby veolunteering block leaders selicited resident. 31 Jap §0
Srem 20 sample blocks (10% of These within ~ Des M°"‘¢57Tfi|°<wi¢«-

the Drake Association area) knecked on Yhe deors
o5 these living en their bleck, They asked each pevsen T2 he/p
clean their ewn bleck on The designeTed day Clqwrﬂ 12). Velun -
tears were svpplied eoprbage kogs Sinanced by Home Plastics
Compqny and The vniversify, The Secend appreach tesfed The
eScectiveness o5 media public sevvice aPpeq(s. Veluuterrs weve
:-:fmd to Co:‘ne Te a desigz\cﬂ'qd st en April 12, Aocal radio,
evision and newspapers helped publicize the Roril 412 clean-
“The day beSeore m:a':feérubakcr if‘f‘wv:’wd the Pquk: t*ud;a;‘




¥ FAMFEST ¥

@

One of the many icdess to ewierge Srom member $usse.s‘h'°"ls
wos that & an anmial celebration That wevld Surther build neigh-
borhoed spirit anol identi®y. The Association decided in 1390 1o

sponsor a SallSest event, A special events commitee was Sormed.
More than twaenty Sive area residents planned the Sirst Sesti-
val eriginally called OktoberSest, The October 11 event Seatvrad

a varighy of Seod ,drink , evtertainment, games, arts and oraSts
Sor the whole ‘Qm:'ly,-me Cty grantfed perwmission 1o clase odlown
25+h Streat across Srom Orake’s campus. About 300 peepk turmad

out despite chilly weather Sor what most” agread was a geod
Sirst atfempt,

Immwediately oStevwards, +the special evenits committee esaluated
its &SSort and selicited Seedback Sropn HAssociation members, The
committee eoncluded that Drake Rirk (e 5 acve park oSS R4 Th
and Cotfoge Grove) would provide o better sefting Sor the annuval

Q event, TThe name was changed 1o FallSest and +he Hime c.kansed
o corraspend with the opening &5 avtvmn, The 1321 Rl Sest s

inThe &inal stages & Preparation. Its eccvreace contributes

signi§icantly o increased neighberheod pride and spirit.

% REHABIATATION PLANNING X

The sdg-ke(p conce_p'f' has been Gc'rmly imbedded in\'f’kc, ﬁ.ssoda-
tion’s philesophy Sinea its mcaption, The beard of directors has
porlayed this philosopy 1o poliey by seﬂkins incaritives Crather
than oyarts) Srem the public and private sectors which wevld
encourage prepanty owners to invest +ime andl enersy in the
rehabilitation of their sTructures. The procurement of svch
incontives hos proceeded df a painstakingly slew pece.

AStar extensive mextings during the Summer of 1950 with G,
Guneil mew bers, Citsy a%fdc‘s and business leacleys, the Associa-
tion boavd seifled on Three IW\S~"‘6¢M strafec/es o im'ofevg “+he
® areas aging structures. The Sirst was 18 seek designation of the

neiahborhood’s northeast quadrant as o Htax abatement area
under the gtate’s new Urban Rewitalization law, Using twe
VisTAs leaned the Assocation by Cross Minstries, a




|
|

Neighborhoods plan

for Preservation Week

You can see repaired homes on the
near north side, decorate a new senior
center, watch a performance of the
Jowa Scottish Heritage Pipes and
Drums, or picnic on the lawn at Hoyt
Sherman Place.

These are a few of the activities
planned by a coalition of Des Moines
neighborhoods to celebrate Preserva-
tion Week, May 10-16.

The neighborhood volunteers have
decided to observe this year’s
national theme ‘‘Conservation:
Keeping America’s Neighborhoods
Together” by organizing a week-long
series of events in each community.

The schedule:

Monday, May 11 — Councilman
George Nahas, standing in for Mayor
Pete Crivaro, who will be out of town,
will proclaim Preservation Week in
Des Moines at 10:30 a.m. at City Hall.

Tuesday, May 12 — A 3 p.m. public
tour of the Irving Harrison area
featuring homes repaired during the
past year by residents working
together. The tour begins at Harrison
.Avenue and Sixteenth Street.

Wednesday, May 13 — A 10 am.
coffee and decorating ceremony at
the CCI/Fairgrounds Community
Council’s new Senior Center Congre-
gate Meal Site, in the Wilson Adult

and Community Education Center, E.
Twenty-fourth Street and University
Avenue.

Tharsday, May 14 — Planting of
flower beds at 2 p.m. in Drake Park
by the Drake Neighborhood Associ-
ation to beautify the area for the
annual fall Octoberfest celebration.
The planting will take place at the
southwest entrance to the park at
Twenty-fourth Street and Cottage
Grove Avenue.

Satarday, May 16 — Sidewalk
planters to be constructed at 10 a.m.
by the Park Area Association in the
Highland Park business district along
Euclid between Second and Sixth
avenues as part of the business revi-
talization effort.

Also Saturday, from 2 pm. to 4
p.m., the Owls Head Association will
have a neighborhood celebration
featuring the Iowa Scottish Heritage
Pipes and Drums and a parade on
Forest Drive and Ridge Road
between Twenty-eighth and Twenty-
ninth streets.

And on Saturday, from 1 p.m. to §

p.m., the Sherman Hill Association

will sponsor a picnic at Hoyt Sherman
Place. The Woodland-Willkie foot
patrol will be honored for its efforts
to prevent crime.
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anonym ity denated %00
toward ‘pubh'c Tree plnn'h'ns'-
“The A ssocation ancl The St
bevry Patch agread o set aﬁ
the woney Sor Suture Tree

e
plantings, “The Seasibilrty &
plavting Slewering Trees on
the Kingman Blvd. islands 15

already being studied as a
project Sor next spring.

Neighberhood beautiSication
IS an ongeing process. The
Asseciation, $or example, now
has planl sales df mest
petlveks. The cewtral Secus
o5 FallSest 1491 is a garden
bulb sale &ecloring o spesiol
oversecs supply. A neigh-
bor heod Garden dvb is
schedvkd 1o be Sormed
later this Sall. Plans Seor

Mo re ay beauvtiSice,)
tion eg:; evtinve. The

Associction oSSered the State Drake Rirk as an aHemative site Sor The

@rtroversial Capitel Sountain schedvled 1o pe

tion of the histeric Sountain as ¥ :
iy §ur"l’he4" :di:vﬁ':')es “u:dwt:kﬂ t:r):.;bzd ovevlooking Carpedter Sqave

RAssociation's ofker by relt” spring. The

Exhibit E,

fetfer

replaced this &all. Kestora-

ear, The Stafe wiay cecegt The
‘Té "1\1\9&"’@ 1§ 7nc7ud:':( as

\\\q



" structural condition survey” was condveted on The areas 200
blocks, Qelyiug on dota Srom the Gy’ Planm'v\g Oq,paffmu\"’, ~
the area mest needing and eligible Sor Tax abatement was -~
deteymined. Aecovoling to City records, 46 %o of all residential
structores aty-wide were mPod'ed o be in very 3“4 concls -
tion, 47 % gpod 1o Sair and ¥ % deterierating or ofilaprdedted.
By contrast, enly 13% of the stvuctures in the Pssocation's
proposed tax abatemant area were considered in very good
condition, #2% Sair to qeed and 15% de:t'ehomﬁ@ or ol:'la.p'
idlated, Baseel en the research Sindings, the Association Sermally
asked the City Counail in Segtember 1980 Ser the Tax abatement
dzsigndﬁon. The southeast qyadrant oS te ne.]skborkood hael
already been gravted that stalis by The Gounal as a part o5
an adjacat naighberheod s rewitalization petition. TS the
Govneil appreves the Asseciation’s reiue;‘l', the easTern hols
oS +the Univwsify Place area most in nead & rehabildation
weuld have the incentive & residesitial tax abatemert The
RAssociations lettey 46 the Gouncil is atfached as Exhib/f C.

Since $dbm;'mv\3 the ftqlues‘f' ge( Tax QM—MGV\T des.’an'ﬁon, =
bureaverdfic red tape within Gy agencies has Thus Sar pre-
vevifed the Gouna l's expectad Qf)pqul, Cq.‘"y agencies P'“"‘ to
complete their review later this Sull. When in place, +he olesig-
ration will allow property ewners up to 10 years +o have Sy-
Jven any Tax inereases resvlting Srem  rehab improvements.

The seceond 5"?‘&"’:2: heas beew to seek des)sno‘f'fon of The areq
south and east oS5 vmiversity as a histeric district en the
Notienal R@.sis"‘w oS Historic Places. The 40 serare bleck ares be-
tween 24st and 31st/ Bralflebore and IKingman - School has long
been considered one ©F the Sew remaining neighborhoods in the
city that has refained the homogenesvs character of architector
possessed when built 90 -100 years age. The Assocation board
onclvded that i5 this area qpalified Sor histeric designation,
then property owners migkt be mere inclined 15 regtore homes
+o their original sfyles. "As ene of the three praojects submitfed
Sor judging, the histeric research eSSort will be described in
more detail loter,

TFhe third strategy hos been o seek desisncd’c'or\ o5 the meost 7

deterierated sedion as “o neighberkood heusing serviee” arem,

A Consrcssiomlly Sunded nown gﬂro&if greup called Na’ghborkaod
vnded in the F0’s o br:’ns

Reinvestment Grperation was




&

public and private reseurces to bear on “deteriorating” (instead o
“ deteriorated ') inner city eommunities. The Reinvestment Gorporation
helps Serm triangvlar partnenships ameng Target weighborhoods, /g,\d,‘,.s

institutions and lscal gevernmenTs, Tt deaided a year age To establish

a secend tanget area in Des Msines. The Sirst was started Sour years

ago en the city’s near northeast side.

The Asseciatien has been working coperatively with Sour ether
neighberheod grevps o its seUth and cast t affain +his target
designation. The expected target aree wil [ straddle Hhe east~ wesF
Srecway and what was Te have been Yhe wnovth- south Sme\.«xy
CHavding Readl). In deing se it will help reunrSy again an area di-
Sected by exterval Serces. Move importantly, it will make avail-
able below market interest aapital $or rehabilitation in an area
Shat less than Three vears Qge was 4 “red - [ined © district The
program is expectad te be opevatieval next vear,

¥ SUMMARY ¥

Rs 1980 ended tThe Associatien covlel peivt with pride to Aeaner
streets and vards. The dewnward spiral o§ deteriovatien had
bettemed. A semse of neighberhood was retu rming. Ao ng term
strategies Ser strudural rehabilitation were in place,

The 139L prierities sat by the Board with advice and covnsel
o5 the membership have bkecome the basis Sor the three
rorojed? SUbMaﬂ'@d SO" @M:a‘m‘ffan in “te 'Iowq Qmw\uy\f‘ry

Ratterment program, “Those include:

{- Go.'fb.uJas{ beaut [gfcorf’a'on,‘

2- Reseorch on pd‘w‘t’ia( histeric district and

53- Fovrwal needs asses;muﬁ oS residevtial
and business offitvdes.




¥

up

By Jm-Nonnu-- et

A year ago Gladys Burkhead, 74, of

1107 Twenty-seventh St. walked
through her mneighborhood and saw
unkempt houses with peeling paint,
overgrown lawns littered with trash
and homes peopled by unfamiliar
faces.
_'Now, Burkhead says, “I have
neighbors. I can walk down the street
and see people I know.... I can see
pride in our nel;hborhood."

The pride has been fostered by the
work of the Drake Neighborhood As-
sociation, a community group
founded in November 1979 to combat
the slow but steady decline of the
once-stately Drake University area.

The association defines the boun-
daries of the area as Harding Road on
the east, Forty-second Street on the
west, Franklin Avenue on the north

and Kingman Boulevard on the south. -

In 1979 the group said it intended to
fight the neighborhood’s unkempt ap-
pearance, a lack of communication
among nelghborl and problems with
security.

The association’s members are the
first to admit that the battle hasn’t
been won yet, but they are pleased
about the influence they have had in
uniting residents.

They’'re also far from short on
plans, including an attempt to place
portions of the area on the Natiopal
Historic

“The se -prlde around here is up
about 120 percent,” says Willis
Cunning, president of the association
and director of Drake University's

physical plant.

“There bu bm A noticeablev.

 for Drake area

Things are looking’

MN

saw odly Liuses ‘Hith
Mbd."lm

muuu, (]
1979 0% Combey uleglnn of the onch-stately Drak

m P!'OO'I’O BY BOB NANDELL
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ty group foimded in November
Drake area. Where once she
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L= The University Place community
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' was bern 100 years ago on
a couAtvysicle plateav eoverlooking Oos Meines, Due to iTs rgla‘l’ive

isolation Srom The oty preper, it scon grew To be selS 5uSSicient,
Tts princapal link Yo the ity was Caﬁqsg Greve Rveiva . In The

early 18805 horse-drawn streel cor service cama only as &ar as
19t+h and Weoodland. When sarvies was extended 1o University Place
loter in the decade , Cottage Grove krecame the main trunk line
with the §/rst step ot 24th. The “point” corner of 24, ; Getfage
Grova ond Kingman Bl vel, Seon became ne,cpsn;zed as the "scrfeuny*
+8 University Place accerding To neted historian 0r.Charles Ritchoy,
Even before becoming the area’s gateway, Ritchey in his book
Droke Univers ity Through 74 Years Souncl that the 4th and Cotfage
Crove point had been a regioml gathering spet Sor Indian
@uncil Mmeelings, Indrans wovld assemble under a hvge “ eouncil
tree’ at the cornexr overleoking the two rivers valley blow,

Ry the certturys end the gateway was a Showpiece and sevrce
&5 neighborhoad pride. Drake Sounder and chanceller George Car-
paviter had built an elegant heme aleng the gateway at 2Hth
and Hingman, Geneval Francgs Orake had set aside §ive acres
acress tvom Carpenters home Sor use as o park Clater pamed
Orake Park): The Gttage Grove Presbyferian Chundh had been
bui i ot the gateway's northwesT peint thanks in large part
1 “Garmer” Albert Hingman CSer whom Kingman Blvd. was
nowed), Aster Chancellor Cayponters death , o land company
called the Cavpanter Square kand end Rirk Company was Sermad.
In 1898 T Teok possession ¢S a small Triangular plot beund by
the gateway covner and 285th Street. Theynamed the Triangular
park Garpentor Square as a wemoarial to Carpentar. They then
conveyed title of the Square to the City on the andition Hhat it
remain a park. (The gateway and Carpenter Souare ore shown /a a
1919 phefe on pase 3.)

As poin‘l’ad out in the In‘f'roduc;ﬁen, deterioration of Univu.:/’r,,

Place began af the gateuwdy. As a part of the Sreeway con-

structien areund 1960, pvblic planners insistad that Gtfage Grove

be widened 1o accomedate inwreased 1vaS&ic Slow exiting the
Srecwoy. To accomplish that the Garpentor & e Bk et e
verted inte Gour baofmm Trablic islands and Carpenters house

gffeway razing stimuldted dual : ;
tion of Un}ve':?s:"ry Plece . I: %’;A:; change in public percep -

\ ™M
o pass Thry mstead & a Sfa‘f‘el., slace: _ro)' ’?vef/ace Sor many
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When the Assouation began to plan its beautiSication strateg/es, .
the gateway seewmed an obvious S'f'of‘ﬂqg pomt, The prevaiing &d.’ns R—
wos That (§ deterioration started there , resterstion should begin
theve, The Assecations Specal Everits Gummitfee, Sor example,

Selt improvemavits 1o the Drake RArk- gafeway ar@a were essen-

tial Sor aﬂ'ra.cl'ins sveeessSul FallSast turn-outs there annually.
Rebuilding pride and spirit was indelibly linked Yo restorvatien o
ancher points like the geateway.

A ncther nds‘ﬂbﬁfh°°d non- ro&sit srcu'o,'ﬂne Sfmwbvry Qd’ch,
propesed a gateway beautiSication plan that included reSeresta-
tion o0& Carpovter Sqyare and Elower bed plantings at the entrame
o Drake Rark, The Shrawkerry Ratch hod been Sormed by Sive
area residents in 1379 B convart fdle pieces of public preperty
to preductive vse. In conjundion with the Special Events Gmmittee
and in consultation with the Rssociation board, Strawberry Rateh
SSicials designed a reSerestation scheme o plant 150 walnut
and chesthut Sedl,‘,ls" la pf‘owq‘ was svbmitfed o C'fY oSicials
in February seeking permissien To resfore the Tra&Sic islands o
mini-pqus- -n/\Q. Wﬂb The GfY Qunal s Q"faC‘\d Qs E-Xk'blfo.
The Strawberry Potch qzre,zo( 1 sponsor, &inance and care $r O
AaTras a6t their phoctis. Asecation members. voluntesrad

1o plaxt them,

Tnitial public readion To the reSeorestation project was very
Saverable. The Maver and Gty Quneil praised the propasal 1o
wndevtake the praject with The neghborheod s swn ingenuvity and
resourees, Other Gty oS&ivials had o _

SerutTinize evevy minvte detail of the Q'ﬁr’al'-ﬁ'_;b"m 46 Reb g1
propasal befere pessing YyvdgmenT

“The meontTh of March wes devefed T Beautiful idea \ 

consul tations with OS:S: rcals Srom the Let’s hear it for The Strawberry Patch
Holding Company and Buying Concern, five |
State De,oq rtment of Trans pe lation ? Cottage Grove area neighbors who incorporat- |

'ﬂ\.@. Cc‘fy OTQ rT Memf 0§ TMSS}:, and ed and are asking the city to give them respon-

' ' sibility for beautifying neighborhood traffic
Trans PO"T"‘ 1oN, The C"rY ,q"’k‘ D‘ B islands. The islands are formed by the intersec-

partment; the Crf‘y P(q NAIN 19 ang Zown- tions of Cottage Grove Avenue with Kingman

menT ‘. Boulevard and Twenty-fourth Street. The
W%. ars anol The C‘TY Ma nagess Strawberry Patchers want to plant trees and
9 l.C—e womna Q" 05 w ‘\oM c/O M ed SoMmMe  flowers, and to water, fertilize and nurse them
Jurisdiction over beauti§ication to beauty.

) There are several such barren islands in Des #,
p/ams anwmns These g‘wr SM““ Moines that could become mini-mini-forests <=

+7aS55ic islands,. The State DOT and without blocking the vision of motorists —
Cl"f'y Q: ',b g'- rs‘l’ h Qd 1.0 d w' d‘ ulko wasted real estate that the TLC of concerned

' L neighbors could convert to garden spots.
wevld be rRSPONS| ble Sov mow ng Others should take note of the Strawberry !

+he grass areund the +trees aval IS Patchers’ zeal, go forth and do likewise.

e gu—
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GGroup hopes

to plant trees
on traffic way

By Celeste Hadrick

To some, the traffic islands that
separate the crossings of Cottage
Grove Avenue with Kingman
Boulevard and Twenty-fourth Street
are just that — islands of land that
help control traffic.

To a group of local environmental-
ists, however, the islands are
potential mini-meadows and city
. forests.

The Strawberry Patch Holding
Company and Buying Concern, a
group of five Cottage Grove area
residents who incorporated more than
a year ago, is asking for the City
Council’s blessings to plant trees and
flowers on the grassy traffic dividers.

A grove of trees once stood on the
triangle called “Carpenter Square,”
where the three streets meet,

xplained the group’s secretary, John

‘2ubauer, in a letter to the council.

nd Strawbery Patch wants to
restore the grove, assuming full re-
sponsibility for the planting, fertiliz-
ing and care of the trees, which would
be purchased through private
donations.

The point, Neubauer said in an
interview Friday, “is to take a barren
piece of land that is not productive
and turn it into a productive piece of
property.”

The trees will serve as a winter
windbreak, a source of summer shade
and an asset to the neighborhood, he
said.

He said the group was talking with
city traffic and transportation
director James Thompson to be
certain that traffic vzs:on “will not be
impeded in any way.”

Neubauer’s group last year asked
the council for permission to use the
old city dump for the site of an ener-
gy-producing plant fueled by trash,
garbage, human waste and sludge,
but has not received the federal grant
requested for that.

Two years ago, his group petitioned
the council to rename Cottage Grove
,‘.venue Cottage Cheese Avenue.
= “One of our unstated purposes then

—  was to draw attention to the disap-

pearance of trees along the avenue,”
Neubauer said in his current letter.

By

ether really wented the extrs
burden, OT\, Parks deaded
they weve and they weuld.
Next City TraS5§ic had te
consioler 18 the Trees would

Jespardize traSEic saSety,

The Strawbevry Patch preposal
hod lled Sor plqn‘l’ms the
trees clese enough To creafe
a cancpy eSkedt - gfow'é vp
instead o5 out. CityTra
decidec no majer TraSkic
preblems wevld eccur Srom that
appreach. The City Forester
Then assessed The Types o5
Trees To planted. He agreed
that Their roet Systems shovid
pese no gredl odangesr To sewer
lines er streefs, He alse
assessed the Seasibility of
plavting the trees wrthin 15
05$ each gther, and conchded
rf' would werk. Ne peinted ou‘f'
to Crty Parks and State DOT | |
That a?fu 15 1o 20 years,the |
trees wovld squeeze ot the |

grass leaving ne grass fe Ma“l!
The City Monager then consi- |
deved all his clepartments’ |
Sindings and tentatively }
Condvded the reSorestation

praject could proceed. Final
Judgment was withheld the

Plan far km
takes root

By'l‘Ol(MAPP
Register Staff Writer

The dream of a group an
Park residents to see trees
from neighborhood traffic islands
nearing reality and may come
fruition early next month.

John Neubauer, secretary of the
Strawberry Patch Holding Company

is
to

C wd 150 black
walnut,Ame(im h and a few
Douglas firs will b ed on the
islands at the intersection of Cottage
| Grove, Kingman levard, and
Twenty-fourth Stréet

The Strawberry: Patch ived
tentative approval from City
Council, sary approval
from the state lndciby officials,

The only _is final
Park and ent
approval of the location of the trees.
Neubauer said stakes will be set to
show how they will be arranged.

A grove ofstrees once stood on the
triangle called “Carpenter Square”
where the three streets meet,
Neubauer said in a letter to the
council. Strawberry Patch would
accept full responsibility for planting,
fertilizing and caring for the trees,
the letter said.
intention is to plang,ghe trees

c::&ogether so that they grow
t up and create a canopy
" Neubauer

Emmbrncﬁdavnlow”

The will cost 0
ol R
Mﬂmm

ua[« onti | each petential

planting sife had &irst been staked,

I RApril 150 Snadlmas
Cascade Nursery in nesrtheast

were ondered Srom

Towa, The nursery

agrezel Yo sell the trees at cost and cortributed

'H\z .Shlppms coﬂ.'f —n\i

%00 -fru cost come ESrem

Church Wamen United gave 100 Srom cpins




wllected over &ive vears in denatien cans placedt in neighberhood
businesses. The other 800 was givea by a Samily whe lived and owned
propesTy areund The Carpentsr Square islands,

Saturday May 2 was seletted as tree plonting day. “The Assodation

helped with o publicity campaign during April, The calling commitfee
coritacted mambers on the mailin

5 list: The newsleter called Sor
shovels , shovellexs and planters, The menthly potluck incdvded i in

'th, Pfosrqm. QUSN\QSSQS a'ons Can'ase Grove di_gplqyed "qum,‘s &:f’
postars, Some chvrches made pronevrcements Srom Hhe pulpit,
By May2 neighberhoed anticipdtien was high.

The islends weve Slaked a week

e§ City of5icials them wade Thair Sinal mspection. Criy Parks said
the stekes were &ar emough apart Sor mewers To pass, The City
Foresfar liked the “tree Sarm” shle o spacing. Tty gcmm'r\s Selt
there were no greal @nlicts with “everall oty landscaping philo-
sophies . Gty TraSSic insisted en a Sew miner ad justments
easily wade wrthout ompromise To the overall design. The Crty
Manse/ accepted an invitatien o plant the Sirst +ree,

rior To ,olan‘l’mg. R delegation

May 2 - Carperter Square krSorestation Day. By neen 10 shevels, @

R wheel barrews, 20 plafters , 150 trees, a 1200 gallen weter Truck,
10 buckels, 2 TV statiens and the Gty Monoger hed arvived,

Four hours loter wove than 4O pevsons had planted and waTered
all 450 seedlings, Gateway beautiSicatien had o§Sicially begun,

A&ter twe weeks of infense watering the seedlings were leSt
1 Send Sor themselves. By mid Tove mere then 90 % hael budded,
Eoch was encased with ¢ bed of uoodd\i,as. “Thenks 10 the Ct,,
Forester, Gty Rarks had denatad o 40 ton trucklocel of weod.-
chips Sor mulohing, Since then bourrtiSul mins and considencte mowers
have helped the Trees become sturdy and strens.

Gateway beauvfiSicetion then turned to Slowens, The Spacial Events
CDMM‘.#CC wos sf‘ﬁn'f'ed P MmisSion by C\H'Y QI‘B 1o PIQAT and
maintain Slewerbeds ot Droke Ruvk’s atewey entrance, Tt was
mutially agreed to limit the bads the E.m* vear to see i§

park- goers wevld respect them , Drake Rk had in Rran/ous vears
become netoriouws Sor rowdiness and vondalism,

The $lewer plaviting was planned for May 44 as part & pational
obsarvance oF Preservation Week 1994, The Assccidlion had ben
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As describeol in the Introdvetion; the Association last year estab-
lished three long Term Strategies o address the need oS heme
rehabi litatiens, One strategy was fe eacourage original restordtion
65 a HO square bleck area sogth and east o the university. Gty
oS5icials and lecal hisTorians had often pointed out 1o the Rssocia-

tien +hat this was one oS the Sow remaining sectiens of the city

still retaining its eriginal styles and perieds o5 architecture.
Preservation , the Asseciatien reasened , was weorth pursving in
This area Serrevnding the affeway.

“The Asseciation boarol considerad whdt incentive’ might” best
@ncourace property ewvers T preserve and restere. They
conclvded that pride of ewnenship in a wnatiomlly recognized
hisToric district wmight ofSer The mest encouragement, Price
in a heme's antique valve , it was hoped, wevld translate inte
greater sensitivity to the “praserve and restors” STrategy. Too
Sreqvently in The padt twedty years, +the new absentee awners
had chosen To cover-up signs o5 daterioration in this areq,
Sagging perches, Sor examplke, haol lbeen stripped. The remaining
Scarved $pont weuld then be covered wH‘h-rflquaod. hoese ginger-
bread trim had been Simply Torn of% and thrown Quay, ny and
state oSicials quictly warned that cortinved Tampering with
these homes’ Sragik originel architecture could couse the areq
18 lose 15 disTincdtion as a petential hisToric district. With
This assessment” in mind, The Assecidtion avtherized +he craiton
& a histeric commitfee whese Task was o rasearch the history
6§ the area consideved o poteutial historic district, IS +he
rasearch §indings later warvanted, the board weuld scek it%
placement en the NdTional lQesijfel & Historic Aaces,

Qelqins on the RAsseciation’s communication nvfwork,'f’wm‘\"y
members volusteered +o take part in researdh tasks, The velun-
Teers were a mix o5 disTrict homeowners, alder members whe
had ence resided in the district and residents with historic
interests, An stoa'a‘ﬁoﬂ director w1ty qu[Mu in coerdi-
na:iggg researdh projects was To chaiv The commitlee. The Citr,'s

unoS¥ricial histerian and the direclor o5 o Netional Res ster hisTor;
district asrmd To serve as Cb'/ﬂSO.“of,s, aliona Q“%' _r hisToric

The &irst step begun November 1920 was To cyndvet o biblis-
grephy search Sor prinfed mdterials and decuments relevant To
the project. Each member wag ass}3ned a particvlar /fbrary,




-R%-

community expert or public agency To contfact. These consvlfed in-
dvded the State Higtoric Aibrary, Gty Poblic Aibrary, Drake Kibrary,

City Clevks archives, Gty Plenning Dapartment, City Rarks, Cty Engi-
neering, CHy Assesser, County Qe.c.orfw, Gounty Aud ter, Gunty Archives
and local historical scudties, Relevarn® iSprmation was catalegued.,
reSarenced and stered Seor Suture access, The seardi Took Twe

menths Te cnw&p(@"h with 100 hovrs time lasse,d-

During the bibliegraphy search preservation oSSicials peinted eut

that an application Sor Natienal Qesi.g'l’er designdation haol fo demon-
strate orﬁf\i‘!"eéfual avdl histérical Signi$icance, T+ hecame apparest

that The rext step shovld be 1o establish Tentative bevndapies Ser

Hhe higtoric district and oriteria Sor thev seledtion, A tour of tie

area surrevnding the university revaaled some clear architedal

dist; nctions. For example, the hemes between 21st and Jist south

0§ University Avenve To Kingman Bivd. and School Street all had

similar styles and perieds. BuT when one crossed 3ist going west,

a marked variely o5 pevieds apd styles was eyidet. A similar
distinction was neticed south & Kingman belween RFth and 3Lt
Research infe the aty’s platting records revealed sewme recsons Sov

the distinctions. The ares between &1stand 31st, University and
Kingman (297h -31st) /Schiool (24Th -291h) was roughly platfed during .
the 1890's, Tha area west o 3ist was alse &irst platlfed Then; but
lofer had 1o be replatfecl Sev varieus reasens. “The replatting con-
tributed to the developmont o diSSeredt perieds of ardiitectore
which , according fo preservation experts, diminished As worth as
a histaric digfrict, The 29th fo 31sT sedion south oS Kingman
was Sound net 1o have been platfed uvrtil aSter 1900 and the
decth oS s owner Albert Kingman, This plat carvies The name
Kingman EsTate whereas the plat nevth Kingman (Boulevard
was named Kingman Place. 24st Streel” was an obvieus casteru
bovndary because strests o s immediate east were marked
with recevit” itrusions o5 The Cy's Urban Renewal Pmsrqm."ﬂge
-netthern boundary wos determined by Draokes presemce westT o5
25th aleng University Avenve and the hodge- pedge strip oS busi-

nesses east 1o 24st, University ropesty and the business st
Sormeal e natural nevthern bow,\odary. . =

Within These Tevitative boundaries The histeric commitiee then
researched the district’s age. TThe propased distvict cewtaineo meore
than 80O structives. No ene Source of inSormdtion culd be refied
vpon. Q’)_qny builde,'dng records in the oty and wunty archives had
been ether burned, lost or discardad, “The bibliegraphy search hadf
Sovnd that Oty RAssessor recovds showed a ansm%.. date which

Texction, These were

——

=

N many coses was the homes Sirst yeor of
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tonsidered secondary decuments because The recorded anstruction
date had been Taken Srom County Treasurer Tax Records no lenger
available.

A second source o5 decumantation used was The Gty Woter Werks’
records. It had maintained records e5 origial pevmits granting
hook-ups B the City’s woter supply. The historic commitfee assumed
+hat a house wmust hava been anstructed in order Sr water hook-
vps T have been installed thea “The pevmits noted the imsTallation
date, To access The permiT records, researchers £ivst had 1o record
permit numbers Srom an address §ile. The chvoneologically-sTored
permiT Siles were Then inspedted T8 secwre The imfaﬁafim date,

o485 22nd Street
Built by 1999



This appreach werked enly i§ The original installation was still in
operaTion. I€ if had bean laceel ever

the vyears, their indexs
address Siles enly recorded the mest m«mr ; =

ormit gravited. 40%,
oS he original hook-ups had been replaced,

vs original insTallq-
tion dafes eovld be secured Sor only W% o5 the districts homas,

The Assessor’s construction dates were Then cross-reSerenced with
the wdler componys installation dates available, Mere than 0%
o5 the homes with both dafes were Sound ® ke within §ive years
o5 each other, The bulk of the remaining 10% were homes built
prior To the 1890 when The Gty exfanded wdler lines o Univ-
ersity Plce, Each home woas then recordal according o the
decnde probably built in. University experts consulting with the

historic §tudy censidered this qpprooc.& s‘f’d’ﬁscally aue,o't‘able,

A +hird cross check o& each house was done by consving Cty
Oivectones daf 10 year intervals beginning with 1883, In no acses
wevre any homes Sound To heme been builf later than The con-
struction datas shown in The Assessors records, In Sact more Than
10 %0 were Sound 1 hove been built a Sew wears earlior than Tax
records indiceled, Meore than 100 hevrs weve investTad /n deter-

O

" 2 - L ."'\v."“ 3 e
iz (4 bty T3 R EY elT 3

261h Street south oS
Built in 19€9

LT | -

""S man Blvd.,
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“The district's age was Tabulated by street and plat as shewn
/_.\ ;'\ E!h;bif | e l)n'nle,fsﬁ'y quce HI'STOI';C Dl' V‘in wias &Uﬁd
4o be “a turn &5 the century” neo'skberkood- RlooutT ¥5 % o5 the
homes were built befween 1890 ancl 1910 All put 22 o the 524
homes had bean built by 1920. More than hal§ of these are re-
lew\mﬁ’ Sor the orisn'y\c.l homes destroyad by &ires.

The district was halSway construdted by 1300, The oldest howmes
ware bui H in 1853 (2130 Ovoke Park) anol 1960 (1060 2tk). The
streat with The oldest homes <is 22ndl § "with Kingman’s homes the
voungest., Mest signiSicant though is that almest all the hemes
built thew still vewain Tday. While many shew Their age, Sew

have sriovs structoral weaknesses - a +ribute 13 the qyolc'h, &
hemes built and The PQDP(Q whe buirlt them.

Having established the district as a turn- o§-the century naigh-
borheodl, the hisToric @mmitfee began to vesearch the peo,a[e, whe
hove lived in it ever the yeors. A systematic ssrvey was con-
ducted o5 Tea vear intervals of City D;rectories which listed
people by addvess, occy atien and place of employwment 1908 was
ravdemly selected as the test year. A list was Sivsf comptled

of persons within The district by address. Thena consvifing The
directory’s alphabatical listing, a list was mode o5 Therr eccupa-
Tions and places o employment, The commitffee became so e«-
Qj'er by Th?— V\UMbW MO( TYPQ og “h|'5T°r;C§’,Y s“Sn"g-l.canf.o peoPlQ
living in the district that the Socus of the research projed was
Q&p«ndad.

£

The commitfee with the concwrrence of The board decided
that™ s researoh should wlminate in the publishing of o beok
abeut the neiaﬁborhoocis 100 vyear lfu'.ﬂary.'fﬁ:. book iT5elS wevld
thea be the basis Sor seeking designation an The National Registar,

Ovring The spring and Summer moviths o5 '

i , & %

bl G Pt il Sl i
1949, 195%, 1967 anol 1979 were comp:'led as 1908 had been. Mom
+Hhan 300 hours were invesTed /a This compilation alone, The same
ampilations were Then deone Sor 1888 and 1300 , but with a
g{;shTfY dis5erant approach. The 1906 City Oiredory was the &vst
4o (isT persons by address and qlpkqbe‘rica”y. BeSore then a

- cirecfory was mevely an alphabetized listing. Researchers siSted
Hhro the edlive 1989 divectery extracting enly these wh dd
was Sound in the district. For 1900 names by addl ok
taken Srom Rederal Census Recards on miw{'l; aq'f' T_‘\SS 5207: g
. : . i e Drake
ﬁ;bm;r"ﬁ:g%%x;ﬁ%r. was then uvsed To record the occupations




The compilation of this ddfe prevides the historic commy ffee
the basis 1o analyze .

¥ SigniSicant people whe have lived in the district;
% Types oS occupations pepulating the district;

¥ ShiSts in ocxcvpation types;

# Fredominant companies represevited ;

¥ Cortinvity oF Sawily samevations in the district;
¥ Shits in ewnership pafferns; and
¥ Secial Trevol and liSe-style evelvtions,

Corrently Droka secidlesy proSessers are } ced
chart Ser the commiTT;se. '%\a chart wil(pml:n e,aco’:nmmi#:c:c;b
systemdatically astegerize occw

pation Ty pes histerically. A Drake
archietore preSasser and student are deSinin

and classiSyi
the 500 homes according To architectual erle.s.iﬂ. siS\ ing

is Sall intery:
will be condvelad with “leng time dlistr et residevts, Incl?vzli?w

preSilas will be prepaved en signiSicant pevsons, Finally ol
pragfle_s will be sksfohad in narrative, Ry yoars end -m: fg,a;,cj‘
phase will end and Qdo'ﬂ'ms of the beok begin, When pubh;skad
it will o§Ser a permanant resource o pride and heritase T8
cnw\o'? semefdf}ov\s n Universrty A

. ace, In doing so iT will
ho peful (y pn’fﬁbdﬁ .'r° The preservetion and resteration &
a Truly histeric Vle«al«loorhood.
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