
ASSESSMENT OF THE DRAKE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 

Position and Goals s i nce organization - August 1979 

The Drake Neighborhood Association has organized to arrest urban blight 
spreading into the neighborhood, to make housing improvements and to 
i nvolve residents in help i ng each other. The Association has incorporated 
a s a non profi t corporation. A board of directors has been formed repre­
s enting the neighborhood 's university, churches, residents and businesse s. 
A regular series of nei ghbo r hood potluck dinners have provided res i dents a 
f orum fo r concerns. The boRrd has responded by initiating planning efforts 
i n a reas of safety, cr i me prevention, housing improvements and bus ines s 
rle velopment. It rec en tl_y organized a neighborhood clean-up as pr eparat i on 
for home impr ovement prog rams. 

The board i s c urrently trying t o determine how l t can begin to work in 
pa rtnership with th e City on those problems, the solut i ons of whi ch nec essi­
ta te re s ourc e s beyond t ho s e available within the ne ighborhood its e l f . 
The City i s currently not prepared or equipped to help evolving n e igh­
borhood g roups. Th e Ci t y has devoted the bulk of its neighborhood develop­
me n t re s ources to the most deteriorated neigh borhoods - the designated 
pr ime se rvi c e a r ea s . It does not appear to have a defined pol i cy and 
pr oces s t o work with evol ving neighborhood groups or neighborhoods sho,ving 
early si gns of b l igh t. Such groups are left to their own ingenuity to 
Ee ~k recogni t ion by t he City and t o l earn of City resources available to 
their neighborhoods. It is an' enormously frustrating, ha pha zard task. 

An o r ga n iza ti on s uch as the Drake Nei ghborhood Association could serve a s a 
role mode l for ci t izen' s grou ps, interacting be tween self-hel p gr oups 
dedica ted t o nei ghbo r hoo d pre servat ion and the City agencies given res ponsi­
hility for the r evi tal i zati on of urban areas . Presently the system operates 
l i ke th i s : A ne i ghborhood lose s it s vitality by economic changes, loss o f 
r no ital , rap i d de pr eciat ion, an d f l ight of residents. Thus it lo s es, ear l y on, 
th e mechanism for s elf preservati on. Th en to restore i t, l a rge f eder a l 
"priority boards" or "s t rategy boar ds", a re se t up by t he larger city plan­
ni ng of ri ce s . Th i s l egi timat e s a neighborhood a s el ig i bl e f or r e sources , 
~,r-. •c .,'3 i ona l , f i.n ::~ n c i .tl , a nd r esea rcl -bas ed stuciics . Th e nei ghbor hoods 
; st on the bound ::~ ry o f tl l)l i ght c>' .~ rea , \vi th perha ps as grea t i.n t ri.ns i < 
pro' 1 '''" cr ~ nci)i c n t di s tr ess , ~ ·e l e ft \vith no a ppro;, ch avenue. Tr 2i r 
n ee ls .:ire sma ller at t 1i s .:; ta ; e , but the timing is critical. 

I t npp eacs li k ~ !y t hat both t he City and oth er evo lving nei ghborhood 
~ ro ·ps c0 t1l d benc f" t fr om a metho~ giving r ecogni t ion an d suppor t. I n 
co i n~ s o , th e Ci t y could be i n a po sition t o re s pond more f lexi bly to 
cha ngin r; c i rcu. s ::a:1ces anu c'1angi ng t i mes , helping nei ghborhoods ad dr e ss 
• a r ly signs o f l ~ t e ri o ration and blight. 

Tohn ' eubaue r , Vi ce Pl·e s i,'cn t 

1,, ~ i s L. Cunn i ng , Presi c~ent 

Ma - 12 , 198 0 
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Drake Neighborhood Assn. Inc. 

Board Meeting 

3:00 PM 

January 21, 1980 

The meeting was held in the conference room of the 1st Federal State Bank, 
24th & University Avenue 

Present: W. L. Cunning, President 

John Neubauer, Vice President 

Rev. James Ryan 

Gene Hiskey 

Gladys Burkhead 

Georgia Bolton 

1. Minutes of last meeting mailed, reading dispensed with. 

2. Reviewed the proposed articles of incorporation. 

3. Report of proposed articles of incorporation status; have been submitted 
to Atty. Roger Widke for determining tax exempt status. 

4. Report of General Membership and Program Committee by Gladys Burkhead, 
director. 

'o; P"M 
(a) Thursday January 31, potluck dinner at Greek Orthodox Church of St. George. 

(b) More publicity is needed; Gladys will be responsible for calling list. 
by Burkhead 

(c) It was moved/and seconded by John Neubauer that Mrs. Pauline Morrison 
will join the Board. Carried. 

5. Report of President on absent Board members; Wayne Shoemaker, Nelda Wells, 
Rod Rhoads, and Larry Wenzl. 



6. Gladys Burkhead reported on the City-Wide May 1st clean-up; several 
organizations are backing this effort. It was moved by Burkhead and 
seconded that this Association commit to or sponsor a formal clean-up 
effort. (This will involve publicity, flyers, and some organization 
of volunteers. Jbbn Neubauer & Gene Hiskey volunteered to work through 
an apartment owners group to interest tenants.) Carried. 

(a) Drake Neighborhood Association to ask City Council (via Elaine 
Symoniak) to have "junk pick up" twice per year. Also requested 
information conceening how to dispose of old cars. The county 
at one time implemented a program to haul junkers at County expense. 
Currently such a problem exists on private property at 27th & Cottage 
Grove. 

7. Discussion of Metro Center; should President Cunning write to Des Moines 
Housing Council? Moved by Jim Ryan and Seconded by John Neubauer. 
Carried. Purpose · to let them know Drake Neighborhood Association 
exists and is functioning; to propose they extend Metro Center concept 
into the Drake Neighborhood area; to get the Association lined up for 
Februa ry 15th second project consideration by Metro Center and Des Moines 
Housing Council. 

1/21/80 
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To: 

CAMPUS COMMUNICATION 
Drake University 

Mr. James Wise, "The Study Group" 
1st Christian Church 

Date: February 14, 1980 

From : · W. L. Cunning, Director of the Physical Plant 

Subject : Drake University Participation in the Drake Neighborhood Association, 
Aims and outlook. 

Per ,your recent request, as President of this new association, I 
offer the following for your deliberation and planning. 

1. Drake University nearly at its centennial observance is the longest-term 
institution, social structure, and largest capital investment in the 
"Drake area". 

2. · Drake from the earliest days has shaped the neighborhood, when professionals 
and upper-middle class citizens chose to make it their residential community. 
a. This influence has gradually waned over the years, as affluence of the 

general population (particularly after World War II) and population 
growth, created new neighborhoods and suburban communities around 
Des Moines. 

3. In the recreating, restructuring, and maintaining of a quality neighborhood, 
programs must .start with the "anchor points" in the neighborhood. Drake 
definitely qualifies as one of these. However, Drake is a partner in 
the enterprise, not a dictator of the policies or direction. 

4. Drake is the only instttution with the in-house expertise, leadership, and 
general professional capability to launch such an effort. 

5. Drake has at s take literally millions of dollars in capital investment 
(which could be wasted, or at best, converted to public or private uses 
other than the original intentions of its governing bodies). Drake should 
invest this effort, for its own good and as one of the functions of a 
modern university (see #6). 

6. There exists an era of social change, with transportation changes, fuel 
and energy shortages, housing scarcity, and rapid inflation which is 
recreating high intrinsic value in the surrounding housing and real estate. 
Drake leadership should be in the midst of these changes, supplying the 
best thinking and current information on urban sociology, anthropology, 
economics, public administration, municipal economics, which will enable 
the neighborhood itself (through a newly created organization, or through 
ind i vidual citizen efforts related to the above) to reshape the surrounding 
commun i ty for the years 1990-2000. 

7. Drake subscribes i t self to the goals statement of the Drake Neighborhood 
Associat i on at its inception (the organizational meetings of August/September 
19 79) : 



The purpose of the Association shall be to further the interests of the 
neighborhood herein defined, to create a neig~borhood identity and esprit, 
to assist all dwellers in this neighborhood and all business or professional 
occupants in what is called the Drake area and surrounding environ to enjoy 
to the fullest their livelihoods, safety, and legitimate personal endeavors. 
When organized and active, the Association will be a chief means (but not 
the sole or exclusive means) of contact with City government, the ward repre­
sentative, and other agencies local, state, or federal. 

8. That there is a body of history, tradition, and long-tenure residency in 
the "Drake area" is only beginning to be recognized by the urban planning 
agencies of our city. This needs to be reinforced and significant planning 
based on it. 

W. L. Cunning 
Director of the Physical Plant 

cc: Rev. James Ryan 



Dr<Jk e Neighborhood Assn. In c . 

Board Meeting 

3:00 PM 

Februat 22, 1980 

The meeting was held in the conference room of the 1st Federal State Bank, 
24 th & University Avenue 

Present: 

W. L. Cunning, President 

Larry Wenzl, V. P. of Fi11ance & Treasurer 

Gladys Burkhead, 

Pauline Morrison, 

Ginger Kuhl, 

Georg ia Bo lton, 

Ex c u s e d 1\hse n : 

fi ( J ohn Neubauer, ( out of thf City ) 
I 

/ 

l·ht y n 0 S h o em a k e r ( P ~ s tor <1 . d u t i e s ) 

~l i n ut.es of th e Previous Me eti n g heing previously clistributccl, it 1,1,15 r:1:; ve cl 

.:1 r. rl secon ded t " ti i sp c nse ~,, ith r eacl ing o f mi nu tes . 

OLD BUSINESS 

1 . Mr. Cunning r·e po rted on rec ent co n tacts with J ohn NLubaurr abou t h i s 
e ff ort~ fo r t h e n e i g hborhood ~l e an-up the second week nf April . 

Glarly s repo rted that John is trying to get a g r o u p o f ~partment 

01mers .1n c' ;1p:ntme nt rlwellers t o e nl.1 rge the volunt e er effort . Thev 
·.vill h e s uppJipcJ lv)th plastic ha~;s :md hr.oomstick s . 

2. M ~ . Cunnin ~ re po rterl th.1t h e hnd b e e n in con t~ct wit h Elai n r S z vmonia ~ , 

\. (1 Un c il,,·om.1n, ;;'l tld t hnt s he h;d return e d inform;rtion th<Jt th e C l.t v 1; "! 

t"P <:1 s t ~ t"u ~· tlr c J;r r)?,e o r bull<y tr :t s h it em pic-1-up <luring 1· h0 nri l~:1~)·wh n ' r' 

·: 
1 ' ' ,1 n - tl !' , :~ ~ :' 1 t• r o f a r:i ty - 1,• i riP c f f o rt. 

L:• c" T\ ·; • . Ill! <> l}( 'l" t ( r! CJI ; , n~Pt~ t in g lvi u~ Lh f' h o u:- i n g rummi ttP l' f: T C',""'~( l " 

!)···· :"-l >in• •; \. ; •"1}1, ' ·,( r: ol!f!lll e r .· n n r•>hr•J 1ry 7t. h , ;d sn il t t r n rl,, ,! lw l..,r :·:: 

r:-o ··n •n•: . Tb .1 1 P.··· t i 11; I.' ,JS tn <ltscr ib r th r~ Mr: r.·o - r:' T1 t:r lvl\.t .: i ~- -~ :· ; , 

' '"' t 1 • • fl .:-;; Mni nP ' .. Hou ,:; i n;, r:~· tJnt · i: (Ann .•. Sr.-1 ! 111 , ~;; , ('(' ... ., ~ n -:. , , '· 
' l \ • ·:· 110 in L !nti on · ,, Lrl rt r nc t pr t \': tt c bn: ldc r c-:J>it.:-.! 

i C) I '.) • i ' . ; n n' : - . i • \' ' p ""tl r i (' II 1 . I r 1 v t IH. !1 e :rr N 0 r t h - i. r] .-. I h v t. '' :· ~ : n c " ·: 1.. 

. : ., c · • ~ :, n , ! , c 1,. •; t: l '' p e r s , l <t n d >;. ~ : 1 t i <: n o,,. h -:: 1 c: 1 1 y t. h c r: i :. ·: :1 n ' ~ 

r l ltT" L•· l: 11 ' v it i; :1l l imp r ovt:'ffi t' n ts !n : )~·1 U; , T,, qu :.il.ify [ol" F e~ l l ' H l 
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funding such projects must be 50% availiable to low-cost housing. 

There was discussion as to whether this type of project would extend 
close enough to the Drake Neighbo1 ood to involve us; Wenzl and Cunning 
reported in the negative, based on the sense of the meeting and the main 
~uestion rtS to whether or not there are enough lots in the areas south 
and east of Drake. 

NE\,' BUSINESS 

1 . Fed e rally rtided projects. Neighborhood block gr2nts rel a ted to the 
ilem Above , the Chamber of Commerce meeting and announcement on Metro 
Center, the Board had received a r port on the Federal Block Grants 
Program project in York, Pennsyl.vani.a. If 507. of the property owners 
sign up for a voluntary home improvement appearance project, that 
block can be declared a recipient for Federrtl funds (revenue sharing) 
with which the municipality can proceed with major fixture renovation 
in the area such as, curbs & gutters, repaving, new storm & s~ nitary 
sew~rs, street lighting, etc. 

Larry Cunning thinks that the Model Cities project in Des Moi ne s has 
~t l east one block qualifying, at 27th and Kingman (ea st side o f street 
only ) . Thcr~ was discussion about wh e ther the Drake Nei ghb orh ood Ass n 
could get a project going immediately to the north of t his so as t o 
double the effect or appearance change, the latt e r Bl ock bei ng in O' JT 

area and not in Model Cities. The sonclusion: the conc ep t is gnod , 
i.e. sel f help, self-intiated, loc L participation of management, 
but the D.N.A. has no present contact person in that area to generate 
leadership. 

2. Th e Wo odland-Wilkie community is recognized by the City as a pla nnin g 
gr oup , and has "' project coordinator supporteci by Fecieral Fund s , HUD, 
Le o Green. They are also interested in Block Grants. On March 15 they 
plan to have a bus tour of th eir ne ighborhood for their planning. committ ee 
memb e rs and have invited the D.N.A. to send a guest. Ginger Kuhl vol un-

- . . ~~.~_!eel to do th i .~ .. a~.d -~ep()rt back c '. the i_r __ ~oal_~. a~ro_~pects. 
3 . Mr. Cunning noted that it has been difficult to get action or commit­

tments from the University Avenue Business people and that a re c ent 
meeting with Rod Rhoads, President of the University Business Association 
had not produced any tangible re sults. People are concerned, he said, 
about the appearance and safety of the parking facilities at' the rear 

WLC 3/3/80 

of the businesses, and wondered whether this effort could be improved. 
Larry Wenzl volunteered to make a positive contact with Rod Rhoads, 
and to get some action going through this channel. 

The meeting adjourned at 4:30PM 
t 

' 
members reminded of potluck d inner, 
Grace United Methodist, March 27 

(Minutes reconstructed from notes r Ginger Kuhl, in the absence of a 
Secretary) 

.~ 

I 



TO 

FROM 

CITY OF DES MOINES, IOWA 

Office of 

NEIGIBORICX)D DEVEI.DPHENT 

Neighbo:rhcx:xl Priority Board 
Olail:persons 

Richard J. Wright, Administrator 
Neighborhcod Developrrent 

DATE April 16, 1980 

SUBJECT: NPB Public Hearings 

'ilie schedule of activities for this year's plarming conferences , as recora:ended 
by the CAB and approved by the City Council, includes a provision for public hearings 
to be held by each Neighbo:rhcod Priority Board between May 1 and Hay 29. These 
public hearings are required by HUD as part of the overall planning process. 

_ __ , 'Ihtl!UIJ,?O§e of the public hearings is to E.:SOVide,_an O!?fOrt~i ty for t£,e !?<J~d, to. 
_ ootaJ..n VlE!W..§...Qf as rreny ne1qhborhood indivi£_~ _anWQr cit1zen grouos_~-fx:J~~~ 

As such, particular efforts should be made to make residents aware of the f>.earing e-nd 
to encourage their participation. 'Ihe public hearing may be held as part of a regular 
NPB rreeting or it could be a separate rreeting. 

'lhe procedures for the rreeting should be as "open11 as possible. 'Ihe purpose of 
the rreeting is not to set priorities or to agree upon a plan, it is just to iC.enti:f_ 
problerrs and needs in the neighborhcod. No one should be discouraged fron s peaJdnq 
because their ideas do not appear practical or directly related to the current Com­
munity Developrrent program. 

During this ti.ITe between the public hearings and the NPB Plarming Conference on 
May 30 - 31, the boards can further discuss the ideas presented at the public hearing . 
Also, NPB' s should be giving consideration to the various needs and oonce:rns wnich 
have been called to their attention throughout the year. If the NPB wishes it r.ay be 
advantageous to invite appropriate departrrents or age.'1cies to attend your regular 
rreetings to discuss "potential" solutions to identified prcblerrs. Pl~!:!£t§.. th~ 
_this tirre should be used for discussion of solutions and not for specific propos~~ 
NPBs should have an opportunity to becare a~ted w1th various proposals from 
June 2 - 19; the period provided to agencies and departrrents who wish to rr.ake a 
presentation to the various NPBs prior to the CAB planning conference • 

.. ~ish~ that the pub~arings will provide an opport~~--f-o_r_Bo_ar_ds-·-:; \ 
get participation of citizens who may not have been previously invulv-ed i11 the 1 

~it_¥_ Dev~~o;::~:t p~s_s:_ _______ -·------ -------- --------·---·- _) 

/ec 

cc: Service Area Coordinator 
CAB Chair 
Citizen Participaticn SUf€rvisor 
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Drake Neighborhood Association 

Minutes 

Thursday May 2, 1980 

The meeting convened 3:00P.M., in the First Federal State Bank Conference Room 

Present: 

1.' . L. Cunn i. 'l " 
John 1-"ubou er 
Larry \.Jc n z i 
\.J.~y n e Shoemaker 
Paul Johns on 
Pau line Morrison 
Gin-ger Kuhl 
Gladys Burkhead 
Gene Hi.sk ey 
Leo Green 

Presiden t 
Vi ce -P resident 
Vic e -Pr es i dent for Bu si ness Aff~irs 
Pastor Gr ace United Methodis t Church 
Bu s iness M~nnge r, · Dr ake Uni.vers~ty 

Homeov.'l1er 
Homeov.rner 
Homeo1"-ner 
Mana ger , Hiskey Apartments 
Repres entrttive of th e Hoocl l and- ·.n lki~ 
prior ~ ty hoard 

1 . Wayne Shoemaker reported th e incorporation status. The paper s ho~ c 

cleared , th e fees paid by Grac e Unit ed Me thodist Church, Lnrry ~en zl 
nam ed as the regi stered agent, and the address that o f t he First Fede r a l 
State Bank . We are now a section 50 3 .C Corporat ion, and th erefore on 
our way t o bei ng tax exempt. The IRS application is nee ded and J ohn Neuba uer 
agreed to: begi n this process. 

2 . John Neubauer r eported on Dog Patch Da i sy Day; (the area spr i n~ cl ea n u~). 
o,e Half ton of ga rbage was collected by organized activity i n 20 
blocks of our 200 block area. All volunteers came from calling on ne i~h­
borhood members door to door. None resulted from the medi a ; although 
a small amount of calls were received. Media coverage did result in 
free coverage by WOI-TV which is to be aired Tuesday May 6, at 6:3C P.M. 

Seventy to ei gh ty bags remain for the next clean-up, of the t wo hundred 
provided, half was donated by Home Plastics, and half donated by Drake 
University. Irene's Florist provided the flowers, Frank Schion provided 
use of the garbage truck, Bill Mulstay donated t1vo works 1.;hich were used 
as pres~ releases. 

It was suggested that prints of these works shouJd be made on poster s, 
or T-Shirts. The funding for this re~uires a donor, or donors. 

Noted was the interest and efforts of the Drake area businesses; all 
but one cleaned up their property and adjacent areas before the 
volunteers arrived. The garbage from that one business did consume 
a large share of the time and energy of one of the crews. 

Gene Hiskey reported that although residents he called upon did not 
volunteer their time, some donations were received. 

It was stressed that the same time of year should be maintained for 



3. The next potluck will be 6:00 P.M. in the First Christian Church, 
Thursday May 22nd. 

4. Rod Rhoads has been named as the first trustee of Drake University 
from the Drake business area. 

5. Paul Johnson, Drake Business Manager, outlined a home renovation 
program that was presented to Drak _ by the Des Moines Housing 
Council. This involves the renovation of .one house at a time. 
The Housing council is responsible for locating the house, a nd selling 
it to a lower income family. The sponsor, (Dra~e), renovates the 
house, ivhile the Council is responsible for ownership. 

The new year will involve up to 120 such houses. Bidding is necessary 
for time & materials on a normal competitive basis. 

6 . Interest was expressed in a Drake neighborhood member becoming a 
member of the Des Moines Housing Council. Joe Jester, with Jes ter 
& Sons, was willing to serve as this representat i ve, according to 
Cunr.ing, the last time talked to him. 

7. Leo Green of the Woodland-Wilkie F iority Board relateo details of 
the Housing renovations programs currently taking place in the City 
of Des Moines . The City of Des Moines is broken i nto Five 
prime service areas for Neighborhood Development. Woodland-Wilkie 
being one of them, Mr. Green is an employee of the city, under 
Dick Wright's office by the Des Moines Community Development Office. 

One program is the Neighborhood Block, which involves Revenue-sharing 
funds from HUD. This includes landscaping, building repair, etc. 
Part of the funds are ear-marked ~ :ch must be used to assist 
the elderly, the low income residents, and the disabled. All other 
funds can then be spent in any justifiable way in improve the 
condition of the neighborhood. 

A significant effort to complement "border-line" areas is involved 
between the Drake Neighborhood & Woodland-Wilkie. The area outlined 
between 24th and Harding south of University to Ingersoll is 
virtually unclaimed. Several of those buildings are unoccup ied 
but the exact percentage is unknO\vn, A population survey is 
required, to determine whether a block, several blocks of an are a 
can quali fy for funding. Question: who does the Housing survey? 
How does a new area priority board get recognized? 

In the Sherman Hill area, this jus~ifiable way of spending 93% of 
' funds, was to include the attraction of new people to the Des Moines 

area i n order to bring in revenues and to create and fill i ndustr i es, 
etc. However, Sherman Hill was already within an existing Neighborhood 
Priority Board, so extending eligibility was no problem for th em. 



Also noted as an improvement to the city is the stoppage of urban 
blight, at least within their boundaries, Mr. Green said this is 
an advantage that any organized neighborhood improvement effort 
may claim, provided the proposal is backed with survey information 
supporting it, and that he and Woodland-Wilkie board would be g lad 
to endorse our proposal for recognition. 

The fu nding priorities will be decided for this year on May .50 - ll , 
and June 1 in the office of Dick Wright. The proposal then goes 
to the C.A.R., Central Advisory Boa~d. 

This Block Grant for Des Moines currently is $8 million: city provides 
matching funds. 

Someone to show how these improvements would go to the neighborhood 
citizens is needed. The population survey is essential, but does 
not need to be as thorough and detailed as a census. 

There is a possibility of funds being expended outside the Woodland­
Wilkie area is proven to help elimi 3te urban blight, etc. 

Drake's Real Estate purchasing for renovation or for campus expan­
sion according to the Master Plan has caused some misconcept i ons by 
the general population. Some see it as a 11 \.ra lling in" of the 
campus, Others see it as a tax exemption. However, as pninted 
out by Ginger Kuhl, these tax records are public, and wi 11 shO\v 
that Drake-owned properties which are not part of the academic 
campus ~ taxed, and that these taxes are paid by Drake. The 
Master Plan is used to determine the properties to be purchased 
for future expansion. Also, for the good of the community, proper­
ties purchased by Drake are well maintaine d and brought up to co de , 
helping to stop urban blight. 

8, An expression was made for approval of Drake Nei ghborhood Assn 
ta ki ng t he st eps towards being recognized as a Neighborhood Planning 
Boar d , to be presented to the neighborhood office; motion by Hiskey, 
Seconded by Wenzl & carried, 

A workshop will be held with Cunning, Neubauer, Shoemaker, and 
P. Morrison to draft a proposal, next Wednesday at 2:00 P.M. in 
the bank conference room. 

9. The meeting adjourned at 4r45 P.M. 



.- Minutes Of 

• 
General Membership Meeting #5 

<::: 22 May 1980 

To: Drake Neighborhood Assn. Board of Directors 

From: John C. Neubaue r - Vice President 

Re: Report of D.N.A. May 22 Potluck 

Fifty ne i ghborhood resjdents attended the bi-monthly po tluck held ~t the 
First Christian Church. I presided over the meeting in Pre s ident L~rry 
CJnning 's unforeseen absence . I reported on the results of Dogpatch Daisy 
D<IY and the bo .1rd 's recent effor ts Lo involve the Clly in our efforts . 
I informed them of the June 5 meeting with City officials and urged them 
to a t t end "in force." 

Guest speaker Paul Dempewolf, a local biofeedback therapist, described 
his experi ences in Detroit with a neighborhood program called "Dial a Ri de" . 
Ne i ghborhood residents there, particularly older and handicapped persons , 
could cal l and request available rides which had been volunteere d by others 
~ith cars . People wishing to offer rides called a central number and informPd 
the "Dial a Ride" coordinators of nvai l ahle times they would be willinr, to 
t r.1 ns port needed ridf'rs. He sajd the neighborhood volunteer "matching" 
ap proach worked much more efficiently th an a la ter government - sponsored 
at t empt. The que stion of driver liability was raised in case of nn accident. 

Drak e law student Diane Heins volunteered to research the question and pre sent 
a written report to the DNA Bo ard . There appeared interest amonb the resident s 
present for such a program spon so red by the Board. I recommend tha t the 
Board consider such a program contigent upon receipt of the "liabil i ty" 
r e port by Ms. Heins. 

Residents present raised a number of issues for me to pass along to the 
Boa r d which are as follows: 

1 . "llhat to do about lawns not being mowed?" I suggested talking directl y 
to t hei r neighbors and if that did not work, to call the D.N.A. phone . 
I sn iJ the board had a housing committee and that the hou s inr, comm i ttee 
ch .1 irman \vould c:1ll on the home owner or landlord. In the case of a 
di " <~hiC'd nr ho s pit:1li z cd o~>.mcr, volunt e crjng t o he lp wa s in o rrl r r . 

2 . "Had residents had problems getting Io\va Power t o replac e burnt-out 
s treet 1 jghts7" One> man h;1d complnln>cl for fiv e> clnv s nnd nnolhcr fo1 · 
two vJc•ck s . No art ion . I\urc :IIH' I·:,llc :-; lt11ff lin ) ~ \ .J . t· :1 c ompl .t! nt. Thl' Y 

a p, r c ed to ra.i se it a t thC' next poll uck i [ Lh cy w;m t cd t il e no :1 rd t o ·ornmuni­
cate with Iowa Power . 

3 . A resident of 3519 University asked if the Boa r d "'ou l d r eq ues t t he O\vncr 
of that resi den ce t o re[Jl a ce the main (north) entrance door ,, hi ch ha d 
been "missing f or t \\'O winter s " .1 nd "tack do\vn loos e c .::1 r pc t ." 



3. (cont.) I said we would notify the housing committee chairm~n. 

4 . Residents in attendence were in agreement that t he Board should start 
a newsletter to keep them informed of board activities, DNA pro jects 
and upcoming potlucks. I said I would request the Boar d to start a 
bi-monthly news letter to be mailed in the mon t hs between the potlucks. 
Mered ith Publishing Co. employee Bob Furstenau (2600 Kingman 284- 2119) 
.and friends volunteered to he lp produce and publish such a newsletter. 
Residents especially want the newsletter to regularly list the names , 
addresse s and phone numbers of all boa rd members . I recommend the 
Board take such ac tion at its next meeting. 

JCN/rr 1/2 2/80 



The. Orc.ke. N~~hor-koocl Asst'\. 
F«> r I rYtMC2.0{ ; Q ie JQC21 Gtqse 
"'( 0v""~ .tqio 

CiTy Ccv.,~' J'V\e..Mbru-.s ~fc:.i.-,e s~'ti/V\01'\;Qk, ~..,o( Qecv-s~ ~"q.S 
~~~n.s wi-t'~ ~pf'&Se.l\ f'Q-tives s':>M th'l- Ci-t'y MQrtQse.rs o&&;CAt 
w.tl meet w,-tk '1f..e Or"Qk<!. NtUgk~~f'hooc:l A.ssoc..i~tict\ Tl,vrsdat 
~~YlS ~v,cz S 7: 30(»"1\ o.i" -r~ Fi f'.ST 0.;-istfat'\ O,v~c.h ('<,S"t/... 

~ V";..,er.s,'-ty lo cddn2$$ f1Cli5hborhoed C.Ot\C.U,S be.;~$ rai.s«f 
by "'the. A.s.soc:.,j 41'; o 1\. 

/'he A.sso~cd'; Or'l ~ Q J'10"'- prc&-ir <erpo ~-t;o,. hc.s beeN'\ orsect'li ~ 
~o af'f"e"' \Jf'~tl 'bl;'1'i' sp~;"S i..-..-to ~ ~~s~bod\oQ;f • "'fo • 
rf\Qke ho~ iMpl""o'/~~~~.s ~ -t-o bolste.;- •-ts- bcJ.s•~s C::::OI'¥\Mvt\1Ty 

and -to in-1ol'ltL f'<2SI&~1S ;.,. helpif¥5 ~ o~('. 

lhQ. As"ocio .. :fic~ ~-tly be.c::Q~ &.v.s t",-qlea it'l iii crtt'eMpi:s 
-to d~-t~il\e hew rt en~ uJcfi: iVl. po.r'tr'\e.rship uJ;~ -t'h<!. CiTy 
tm. ~;+loor~ p.,..o"/~s w'-'.o.se solvt-;c~ n.e..c::2ssito:t(l.. ~sou~ 
b<a..yend ~os:z. o.-1o.i I able. w•Thi 1"\ ~ ~i~bork~ it'.s<2l6. n~ 
Ass~~o't;ot'\ Qppcaa/e.d ""to Covl""'c,;( W'eM~ S:z:.yf"V'CI\.;~k atld Net~ 
&'c.,. help. Tne ~"'5 -t'o~f'rov.J ~ti5~T nap~1's -rhe.se. 
~.rte~l ..-1\e.NV'IoeN:s ill""\~iQ-tQ.. ~,Oci'\Se. 1G -tie A.sso~dio~ noeds. 

AM61"\C) i'h~ C:.Of\<:et"'f"\.S ih(L A.s-sc~QT~I"\ w; ~~ ro.i.s~ w:'fh c,.·-ry 
oS'-G;c:..iQLs IS ~ Q(>pal'bt~ /c:;Gk.. ~ Q ~11\c;l City ~/ic.y Qn:l 
prtJC.fl.SS -Gcr f'QS,Oc~;:S To. e:-v-el";,.,S ~;skbet"l,c~ gr-ocJps ~Or" 
Go.,- ,._;~kb~r~ w,Th .et-h~~.s ;~-r~~ ;, ar~,·l't.S 
e.arl"t sisns ~ d<it~ie~c,.. 

The Assoc:ot;ef\ w;il also ~o~l'l\el\d cho.~C2S .;"' -~'tv!! 0£;;43 
~ Ne;~loor~ood Oe.'ielofM~..rt: 

For &~~~ i,Gorwt4t"i~~, Co<311t~c-t Assec.iaf,cA V;c:.Q lt-v.sickllT 
-:lOh, Nec.Jcquer Qi' U"S·C1Cf3'( (wotf'k) eY' ~~<J-53$() (ho,-,e). 

~ tb: ~;~ 
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l<:tt>A 
\JJO:t 
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Drake Neighborhood Assn. Inc. 

Board Meeting 

2:00 PM 

June . 9, 1980 

The meeting was held in the conference room of the 1st Federal 
State Bank, 24th & University Avenue 

Present: 

W. L. Cunning, President 

John Neubauer, Vice-President 

James Ryan 

Paul Johnson 

Gladys Burkhead 

Absent: 
Rod Rhoads - (Thursday afternoons in conflict) 

Ginger Kuhl - (Excused to other duties) 

Minutes of previous meeting distrib t ,~ ed by mail, reading was dispensed with. 

1. John Neubauer & Larry Cunning reported on their June 10th meeting 
with Dave Johnson, Asst. City Manager (Richard Wilkey's Asst). He 
concurred with the effort for neighborhood preventive action. He 
agreed to entertain a proposal for City staff to work with the D.N.A. 
He also suggested petitioning for expanding the Model Cities area 
by eight blocks which are currently between the northeast Drake area 
and Model Cities borders. This is primarily to allow eligibility for 
tax abatement; limiting of property taxes for those individuals who 
use their own funds for property improvement. 

The Drake Neighborhood does not qualify under any heading or in any 
section as a Prime Service Area. All of the above information came 
about from the June 5th neighborhood evening meeting at 1st Christian 
Chur.ch with the City council persons Szymoniak & Nahas, and several 
neighborhood development offices' staff representatives. This was 
covered by local news media. 

It was decided that D.N.A. should make contact with the Model Cities 
representatives. Model Cities co•ordinators will suspect that their 
funds are being shifted to other interests; they need to be shown how 
this will benefit them. To discuss this program with them, Neubauer 
and Daniels were chosen to repr. sent D.N.A. 



2. Paul Johnson described the D.M. Housing Council plan to provide funds 
for the renovation of abandoned but restorable inner-city residences. 
1307 12th was a typical pilot project. $15,000 in Federal funds was 
given by the Des Moines Housing Council to renovate; and it was in turn 
sold for $20,000 when brought un to standard. Overall poor work super­
vision of the CETA workers was , considerable factor as the poor end­
result shows. Much more could nave been accomplished with the funds 
under better management. D.M. Housing Council would use Drake technically­
qualified people to supervise projects in the D.N.A. zone. 

3. Johnson also related from the Housing Council bi-weekly meeting of 
6/15/80; the D.N.A. has been asked to send a representative to the 
Housing Council. Pauline Morrison is favored as our representative, 
and will be contacted by James Ryan. 

The Housing Council has acquired 50 cleared properties for no cost. 
These are to be built on by ten planning contractors, and then in turn 
sold to those qualified for low income loans. This program has recently 
been placed in jeopardy because of the withdrawal of $2.5 million in 
federal funds originally earmarked for "Centre-Metro". 

4. In mid-August it will be known whether a CETA person will be supplied 
to serve in Drake University office space as liason between the D.N.A. 
and the Des Moines Housing Council, or with City offices having planning 
or redevelopment monies. 

5. The Dial-a-Ride program was mentioned. This is primarily for senior 
citizens who are limited in mobility by other transport systems. Funds 
would be necessary for a co-orC:. .tator of dispatch, etc. Mr. Cunning 
mentioned that MTA "para-transi~" can be readily obtained for elderly 
or disadvantaged if they can be certified or endorsed by a social agency. 

6. Concerning the possibility of a newsletter as mentioned in previous 
meetings: Local artist Bob Furstenau and others who are employed 
by Meredith Publishing have reminded the association of their 
willingness to start publication of a newsletter for the D.N.A. 
Since a quorum was not present to vote on this matter, "executive 
action" was taken to begin pub!l~ation of the newsletter. Details 
are to be discussed later. 

7. Meetings will be held Wednesday afternoons, in a further attempt to 
improve the schedule for the majority. 

Meeting adjourned 3s07 P.M. 

WLC/rr dna 6/19/80 



Drake Neighborhood Assn. Inc. 

Board Meeting 

2:00 PM 

June 19, 1980 

The meeting was held in the conference room of the 1st Federal 
State Bank, 24th & University Avenue 

Present: 

W. L. Cunning, President 

John Neubauer, Vice-President 

James Ryan 

Paul Johnson 

Gladys Burkhead 

Absent: 
Rod Rhoads - (Thursday afternoons in conflict) -

Ginger Kuhl - (Excused to other duties) 

'0 z. 

Minutes of previous meeting distributed by mail, reading was dispensed with. 

1. John Neubauer & Larry Cunning reported on their June 10th meeting 
with Dave Johnson, Asst. City Manager (Richard Wilkey's Asst). He 
concurred with the effort for neighborhood preventive action. He 
agreed to entertain a proposal for City staff to work with the D.N.A. 
He also suggested petitioning for expanding the Model Cities area 
by eight blocks which are currently between the northeast Drake area 
and Model Cities borders. This is primarily to allow eligibility for 
tax abatement; limiting of property taxes for those individuals who 
use their own funds for property improvement. 

The Drake Neighborhood does not qualify under any heading or in any 
section as a Prime Service Area. All of the above information came 
about from the June 5th neighborhood evening meeting at 1st Christian 
Church with the City council persons Szymoniak & Nahas, and several 
neighborhood development offices' staff representatives. This was 
covered by local news media. 

It was decided that D.N.A. should make contact with the Model Cities 
representatives. Model Cities co-ordinators will suspect that their 
funds are being shifted to other interests; they need to be shown how 
this will benefit them. To discuss this program with them, Neubauer 
and Daniels were chosen to represent D.N.A. 



2. Paul Johnson described the D.M. Housing Council plan to provide funds 
for the renovation of abandoned but restorable inner-city residences. 
1307 12th was a typical pilot project. $15,000 in Federal funds was 
given by the Des Moines Housing Counc i l to renovate; and it was in turn 
sold for $20,000 when brought up to standard. Overall poor work super­
vision of the CETA workers was a considerable factor as the poor end­
result shows. Much more could have been accomplished with the funds 
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under better management. D.M. Housing Council would use Drake technically­
qualified people to supervise projects in the D.N.A. zone. 

3. Johnson also related from the Housing Council bi-weekly meeting of 
6/15 / 80 ; the D.N.A. has been asked to send a representative to the 
Ho us i ng Council. Pauline Morr i son is favored as our representative, 
and will be contacted by James Ryan. 

The Housing Counci l has acquired 50 cleared properties for no cost. 
These are to be built on by ten planning contractors, and then in turn 
sold to those qualified for low income loans. This program has recently 
been placed in jeopardy because of the withdrawal ' of $2.5 million in 
federal funds originally earmarked for "Centre-Metro". 

4. In mid-August it will be known whether a CETA person will be supplied 
to serve in Drake University office space as liason between the D.N.A. 
and the Des Moines Housing Council, or with City offices having planning 
or redevelopment monies. 

5. The Dial-a-Ride program was mentioned. This is primarily for senior 
citizens who are limited in mobility by other transport systems. Funds 
would be necessary for a co-ordinator of dispatch, etc. Mr. Cunning 
mentioned that MTA "para-transit" can be readily obtained for elderly 
or disadvantaged if they can be certified or endorsed by a social agency. 

6. Concerning the possibility of a newsletter as mentioned in previous 
meetings: Local artist Bob Furstenau and others who are employed 
by Meredith Publishing have reminded the association of their 
willingness to start publication of a newsletter for the D.N.A. 
Since a quor um was not present to vote on this matter, "executive 
action" wa s taken to begin publication of the newsletter. Details 
are to be discussed later. 

7. Meetings will be held Wednesday afternoons, in a further attempt to 
improve the schedule for the majority. 

Meeting adjourned 3:07 P.M. 

WLC/rr dna 6/19/80 
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